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PREFACE. 



Wh£N ao 4-uthor ventures to commuQicate tiifl refleo 
tioQS to the Public, it is surely required of him, that 
he at least should be convinced of the necessity as 
^ well as the value of wha^ he has to offer. Candour 

JJ^ demands that he should be actuated by no sinister or 

^ unworthy motive ; but that the governing principle of 

. his conduct should be a simple desire to convey in- 
struction or amusement to mankind at large. And 
when he ventures to select the same field of moral 
observation and inquiry that others have previously 
chosen ; when he professes to believe there yet remain 
many beauties unexplored in the same tract, and in- 
dulges the hope that he can throw a new and more 
pleasing light on truths which others have investigated 
■ before him ; it is justly asked on what ground he rests 
his claim to public attention, and why he. conceives it 
necessary to add another to the countless multitude of 
ephemeral productions. 
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To the question, why the author has resolved on 
publishing his sentiments, he would briefly reply, that 
his determination has arisen from the firm convicti<Mi 
that such a work was still a desideratum to the moumef. 
Sustaining this character liimself, by the removal of his 
nearest and dearest relatives, he was induced, in his 
hours of solitude, to seek that sympathy, instruction, 
and support, which his situation required, from the pen 
of those who had written professedly on the subject* 
It is true, tjbat much which is kind, and useful^ and 
excellent,' is to be found in these little books ; but it is 
equally true, (at least so it proved in his own case,) 
that no one, nor indeed aU combined, are e%actl%f 
suited to the wants and fears, the cares and sorrows, 
of. the genuine mourner. He would desire fully to 
appreciate the valuable labours of those who have 
preceded him, but still he would consider " A Tribute 
of Sympathy, addressed to Mourners,^* as desirable ; 
and with parental fondness he would conceive the 
present little work calculated, in some measure, te 
supply the existing deficiency. 

During a season of sorrow the mind is softened, and 
prepared to receive the instruction which may be 
derived from its present circumstances. But to gain 
access to the heart, to engage the attention, and awaken 
the judgment to the arduous duties which the %fflicted 
are invited to perform, it is necessary that their sorrows 
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«iiould be soothed, tl^t their anguish should be re- 
spectedf their feelings partjcip^ited, their anxieties 
allayedi and their distress alleviated. The eye suffused 
with tears is incapable of perusing and deriving ad- 
vaat£^;e from the intrinsically excellent, but frigid de* 
ckmations of the uninterested observer. The wounded 
heart must be iiaaled, and the tearful eye must first be 
dried, by the tenderest sympathy, ere it can attend to 
the lessons of instruction. The troubled bosom must 
be calmed, before it can be animated with the genial 
glow of resignatioa ta the will of God, or be enabled 
to appropriate the important trutlis. conveyed in this 
gloomy and mysterious providence ; before it can ap- 
preciate the duties connected with its situation, or 
realize the prospects of mercy and comfort with which 
k is surrounded. And since the mind, oppressed with 
care, will very soon become fatigued with simple 
argumentativlB disquisitions, in which,, oftentimes, it 
can scarcely feel an interest; it is devoutly to be 
wished, that truth s];iou]d be conveyed in a style so 
pleasing and so chaste as to engage the understanding, 
whHe it wms its way to the heart. And though the 
author laiuents most sincerely that his situation, and 
constant professional engagemenyts, disqualify him for 
the task of gratilying the refined taste of individuals, 
who may possibly honour him with a perusal of his 
^work; yet ke: trusts that he has in some measure 
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succeeded in gaining a readic^ access to the heart, 
and in preparing it for the reception of truths whichj 
in another form, might have been probably overlooked. 
The circumstances of the mourner acquire a peculiar 
clbim upon our tenderest regards. We are accustomed 
to feel compassion for every cas^ of distress, and the 
hand of benevolence is readily outstretched for the 
relief of the indigent and the suffering poor. The sick 
and the miserable demand our attention, and all those 
comforts which a kind Providence has enabled us to 
bestow. Yet the mourner, in a much higher degree, 
is entitled to our sympathy. He has lost, perhaps^ 
the friend in whom centered all his plans of earthly 
happiness, his every prospect is clouded by the gloom 
of desertion and despair, hope has abandoujed a heart 
already overwhelmed with grief, and there is none to 
comfort him. If, then,' we caii be interested by the 
tale of human wo, if we can be animated with the 
liveliest sympathy towards those whose distress results 
simply from present and bodily privation ; can we 
refuse to drop the tear of pity over the mental sufferer; 
can we withhold our exertions to impart relief, or 
conceive an object more worthy of our active benefi- 
cence? Hence it will be acknowledged, that eyery 
attempt to aUeviate the sorrows <rf the afflicted, to 
administer comfort to the mourner, and lead him to 
the only source of solid peace, is entitled, in so far as 
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it accomplishes this object, to be receired with indal* 
gence. 

Such, indeed, has been the exclusive design of the 
author, in offering to other mourners those cbnsidera* 
tions which served to calm his own mind, those bright- 
ening prospects which led him torward to the glorious 
re&lities of an infinite and eternal world, and those 
reflections which, he trusts, had a tendency to animate 
him to the love and service of God. In presenting his 
thoughts to the public, he has no interest to serve, no 
party views to promote, no favourite dogmas to en- 
force ; his sijmple view is to administer consolation to 
the afflicted, and to lead them \o make a proper 
improvement of their sorrows. If he has failed in 
accomplbhing this object, it has not been from want 
of sincerity, of earnest desire, or of as great a devot- 
edness to the pursuit, as his professional engagements 
would admit, but from incapacity. 

How far the pesent little work fulfils these inten- 
tions, must be left to the decision of an impartial 
censor : .if the author must relinquish the attainment 
of the good he has designed, he will still enjoy the 
satbfaction of having attempted what he Conceived to 
be necessary, and if he shall have so far succeeded, as 
to administer to the comfort and improvement of such 
as are called to mourn for those who are translated 
fi^om earth to heaven ; if he may have the happiness 
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^taioodi the thorny* pillow, to still the troubled bo$oni, 
to elevate the heart to God, and lead it to the only 
fenntain of peace and consolation ; then will he indeed 
rejoic^ in the delightful task he has undertaken, the^ 
\rlll he render thank^iving and praise tb the gracioop 
Hand which visited him with suffering, in order to 
prepare him for this labour of love. He now desire^ 
to leave his little work in the hands of Him who alone 
can bless it; imploriog, with humble fervency, that an 
Alm^ty Father would be graciously pleased to smile 
on this feeble attempt to promote the honour of his 
name and the glory of ii^ kingdom; and that He 
would render it instrumental in cheering and supporting 
the weary and the sorrowing, and in leading them to 
km$eff^ as the only source of comfort. That those 
heart-broken mourners into whose hands this little 
Treatise shall fall, may share in the consolations of the 
Spirit of Grace, prays, with sincerest desire,. 

Their obedient Servant, 

THE AUTHOB.- 
FatTOum, Apnl 36,. 1817.. 
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In preseatiiig to the PaUie a Fourth Edition of tht 
Tribate of Sympathy, the author has only to ezpreei 
his unfeigned gratitude to Almighty God, for the inany 
testimonies he has received of the efficacy of his little 
work in administering consolation to the mourner; and 
to add, that haviag carefully revised it, previously to 
its going to the press, he hopes he shall have render^ 
the present edition more acceptable to his readers. 

Famkam, 1834r 
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TRIBtTE OF SYMPATHY. 



CHAPTER I. 

ON THE INDULGENCE OF GBIEF. 

Of all the varied emotions of which the human 
mind is susceptible, that arising from the exer- 
cise of sympathy, or the capacity for sufferingf 
in ourselves, the cares and sorrows of those 
around us, is perhaps at once the most engaging 
and the most extensively useful. When once 
excited, the heart is expanded to the full opera- 
tion of the benevolent affections, and the most 
self-denying sacrifices are cheerfully made, in 
order to secure the happiness of its object. The 
high excitement of feeling occasioned by the 
exercise of this principle, is in itself so large a 
source of present pleasure, that we sometimes 
meet with individuals who glaringly obtrude 
their claims to its possession ; but with whom it 
is an Uieffective stimti]iis to action, administering 
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simply to their own gratification, and diverted 
from the obvious design for which it was im- 
planted in the human breast, viz. the alleviation 
of the sufferings of humanity. 

Notwithstanding the powerful influence of 
envy, in narrowing the circle of social kindness, 
yet, Vhen this principle does not actively pre- 
dominate, it is not difficult to joy with those who 
rejoice; and that heart must be cold indeed, 
which, in contemplating the happiness of others, 
does not experience a kindred glow of satisfac- 
tion, which does not secretly indulge a hope, 
that the present scene of pleasure may be long 
secured from the wintry air of affliction. Budt 
to participate the sorrow of friends, and truly 
to sympathize with their suffering, involves not 
only a present emotioh of disinterested benevo- 
lence, but a long train of active duties. Real 
sympathy will never rest satisfied with ineffective 
good wishes, or the common routine of polite 
and unmeaning profession ; but it will seek to 
share the burden ivhith it is unable to remove; 
it will enter into the feelings of the sufferer, and 
if it cannot dissipiite the glo6m with which the 
death of a beloVed Object has enveloped his 
every prospect, y6t will it strive to illuminate 
the dark and silent hoUrs of solitude and griefs 
by pouring in upon the mihS the balmy ray of 
heavenly consolation, with which even the night 
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of desertion may be cheered. They who have 
suffered affliction, must have experienced the 
relief obtained by the particijpation of their sor- 
rows, and will readily acknowledge the powerful 
influence of the affectionate voice of friendship, 
in exhibiting the sources of their consolation, 
soothing their aching hearts, moderating their 
boundless grief, and elevating their thoughts 
and desires to that kingdom whither their dearest 
friend has gone before them, and is now enjoying 
the perfect felicities of that rest whence every 
tear is eternally banished. 

It is to this office thieit the friend who now 
addresses you would aspire. Like yourself, he 
has been visited with great distress ; he has felt 
the want and has experienced the ^ worth of a 
kind friend to whom he could confide his feelings ; 
particularly in those seasons of solitude and 
seclusion which are so earnestly desired by the 
mourner ; but in which the mind, left to prey 
upon itself, is too apt to indulge its propensity 
to dwell on all the aggravating circumitancei of 
the present affliction, vather than on the amse 
which has rendered it necessary, the hand which 
has inflicted it, the detign with which it is sent, 
or the blesi^ing with which it is encompassed. 
And although the voice of sympathy may be 
removed from him for a short time only, yet he 
finds that he requires its wel(»ome accents to hb 



14 ON THE INdULOENOE OF CAIfiP* 

ferpetuatty reiterated in his ears, and its valaablo 
consolations to be ever before , his eye8« He 
needs the frequent repetition of the same cheer-* 
ing truths, to preserre him from sinking into 
^spondency ; and a constant review of the same 
atteviating circumstances, the same motives to 
designation, the same enlivening promises, di* 
same animating prospects* 

It is to' remove this deficiency in the hour of 
sriitnde, that the present address is undertaken* 
Sympathy alone has induced the author to per- 
sonate the character he has drawn. He hea 
been the possessor of peace and joy for a short 
Ume, even in this world of wo. He has had 
every wish of his heart gratified. He has proudly 
contented himself with his don^esUc happii^esss 
equally careless of the little troubles and vexa- 
tions of the day, as of that beneficent hand 
which made his cup to run over with blessings. 
But he has been taught the vc^nity of reposing 
his hopes in the creature. A husband and a 
father, death has deprived him of every earthly 
comfort. One short month has witnessed the 
dissipation of his prospects, which he had' 
lengthened out to an almost indefinite period. 
He has been called to mourn his folly sad his 
kkss, and has been left alone on this wilderness 
world, in order that he may learn, by dearly 
bought experienecy the insufficiency of mrthly 
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pleasures, the instability of present scenes of 
comfprt, and the perfect sufficiency of the Bilble 
to afford peace and consolntion to the agitated 
mourner. He has found that the greatest afflic- 
tions convey the piost instructive lessons of 
happiness, by demonstrating the real nature of 
the objects on which man places his dependence; 
and he hopes that the following observations 
may prove as cheering to others, as they were 
productive of serenity to himself. 

Yes, my dear friend, I venture to break in 
upon your solitude with '' A Tribute of Sympa-v 
thy." Nor would I interrupt your grief: 1 
would weep with those that weep; I would 
mingle my tears with yours, and during the 
first transports of sorrow, I would only seek to 
participate the agonizing feelings which over- 
whelm you. Perhaps you are mourning over 
the decease of an aged parent, the guardian, 
and the guide of your youth, and the fond 
counsellor of your maturity. Or, death may 
have made its first inroad on the 'family circle, 
by snatching, away a brother or a sister; and 
you may have been called to resign this endeared 
relative, at an age when fraternal affection had 
been confirmed by the award of judgment, when 
the varied excellencies af the character were 
fuUy expanded, and had proved it worthy of 
^our highest esteem. , Your heart may have. 



18 ON THE INOVLOENCE OF ORIEF. 

been called to Meed oi^er tbe removal of a 
beloved child, the development of whose davm- 
ing faeulties you had carefuUy watched, and 
wh6in you were anxiously trcuning up in the 
admonition of the Lord, and thus preparing for 
Activity in his service* Or, to complete the 
climax of human wo, you may be inconsolable 
for the loss of a fond husband, or an affectionate 
wife, one with whom you had enjoyed many 
hours of happiness ; the partner of your cares 
and joys, your dearest constant companion, and 
your best friend. You are mourning e loss 
which is severe indeed, a loss which is irrepara- 
ble, and for which, too, you were probably un* 
prepared. . The stroke may have been sudden ; 
a few days, or perhaps even a few hours, may 
have dispelled the enchanting prospect which 
was before you^ and of which you had just bc^d 
to realize the pleasing ilhisidns. 

You are unexpectedly removed from the 
summit of human happiness, to the abyss of 
human wo. And shall the silent eloquence of 
grief be denied you.'^ Shal) a measured and 
philosophical sorrow b^ alone permitted f Shall 
these affecting appeals be made to the tenderest 
fusibilities of your nature ; and shap the ex- 
pression of Buffering be contracted within liftiit», 
to be defined by the eye of the moralist, during 
a moment of calm self-complacgency P-— No } the 
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heart knoweth its own bittemess : nor earn t|id 
individual who is ank/ theoretically acquainted 
with sorrow^ legislate the thoaghts, the feriingg| 
and the actions of him who is indeed afflicted* 

Christianity does not require this uimatnra) 
restraint ; but distinctly teaches, that afflictioii 
for the present *^ is not joyous, but grierons/' 
The silent apathy of the stoic is perfectly incon^ 
ststent with the exercise of Christian fortitude. 
The heartless obedience of the unfeeling differs 
most essentially from the resignation of the 
feeble but sincere Christian* It is no argument 
in favour of the pc^session and influence of 
Christian principle, to bear wilh submission losses 
and suffering which we do. not feel. This indeed 
evinces only culpable indifference to the events of 
God's providence, and to the particular design 
with which He has seen fit to correct us : it is the 
offspring of carelessness and contempt, rather 
than the expression of resignation. It is pro* 
voktng the anger of a righteous God, by refusing 
to listen to His voice, who speaks more power- 
fully and energetically to the heart through the 
medium of affliction, than man can do, by 9II the 
powers of abstract reasoning. 1% is incurring the 
judgment denounced against those " who have 
not grieved," when He had afflicted them — ^** who 
have refused to receive correction," when Jfc 
had consumed them^^" who have made their 
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feces harder than a rock, and have refused to 
"return."* 

Since, then, insensibility to the chastening 
hand of God is so clearly pointed out as displease 
ing to H«m, it surely follows, that to j^^/ most 
sensibly the wound He has inflicted, and to ex- 
press that feeling, is not improper in itself, though 
it may become so when excessive in degree.. 
Weep on then, my dear friend; indulge your 
sorrow; lay open the recesses of your aching heart 
to the bosom of friendship, and more especially 
make them known to that Friend who ha& 
chastened you for your profit. JtecoUect, that 
you are never less alone than when alone. God 
is every where present, and ready to afford con- 
solation and support to those who call upon him.. 
His providence watches over all: he makes hisc 
sun to rise upon the evil and the good ; he is 
acquainted with the secrets of your heart; he 
sees your distress ; he waits to be gracious; he 
is infinitely wise to guide and direct, and kind 
and beneficent, as well as unlimited in ability, to 
give you peace and joy. It is his delight to dwell 
with the humble and contrite heart, to revive the 
spirit of the humble, to be present with his peo- 
ple in their affliction, to put i^nderneath them his 
everlasting arms, and sustain them Under the 
pressure of the gteatest misfortunes^ 

*Jer.v.3. 
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When his servanCs, in the days of Nebochad* 
fi^zar, refused to iafiringe the laws of the Lord 
their God, and were cast into the furnaee of fire, 
he exhibited his power to save, and his delight 
to support them in suffering, by his presence; for 
** there were seen four men walking in the midst 
of the fire, who had no hurt : and the form of the 
•fourth was like unto the Son of God."* And, 
although we do not now expect the same visible 
interference and miraculous preservation, we are 
assured that the people of God are equally his 
peculiar care; that it is his delight to be doin|^ 
them good, and that he is ever nigh unto them 
by his Word and by his Spirit. His ear is open 
to their cry; this almighty Friend is always ao» 
/cessible ; be is willing to listen to their com[^ints, 
and he has the power to sooth their sorrows. 
Come then to this Friend, and pour out your heart 
before him: detail all your cares, and seek to 
obtain the benefit which he has intended: trust 
yours^ves and your all in his hands, and then 
you sbaQ find that he is a very present help in 
trouble 5 that, in opening your heart unto him, 
the severity of your grief has been mitigated ; and 
that you have in heaven a Friend who loveth at 
all times, a Friend more certainly endeared than 
i;he nearest and most perfect human Jrelation.. 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ himself has left us an 
example of a real mourner ; he was indeed '* a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." It 
is recorded of him, that he wept over the grave 
of Lazarus, and that, because he loved him. He 
doies not rebuke the tears of the bereaved rela- 
tives, though he strives to comfort them ; and, so 
far from affording to his followers an example of 
unmoved suffering, << he is troubled," he '^ groaned 
in his spirit ;" yea, he drops the tear of sympathy ^ 
and affection over the deceased.* Jesus was a 
mourner here below, and he has smoothed the 
ragged path of sorrow, by leaving us an exampte^ 
BOt of unyielding indifference, but of submisi^ioB 
to the will of his heavenly Father, and of the re- 
lief bountifully provided for the sufferer, in weep- 
ing over his loss. And althoifgh it is not now the 
•first concern of our Lord and Saviour, to recall 
te earth the object of his solicitude, yet the bodies 
of his people are his peculiar charge, and he will 
raise them tip at the last day fo glory ^ and honour, 
and immortaUty. 

This idea beautifully illustrates his divine com- 
jpassion ; '| for we Irave not an High Priest which 
<»innot be touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities,: but who was in alt points tempted like 
as we are, yet without siB."^ H« knows the 

«l9lHizi.93. «|Ieb.iv.V^. 
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Extent of yoiir sufferings, for he has feh the same ; 
'his heart overflows with pity, and is expanded 
towards you, in all the fbl&ess of redeeming grace 
and dying love; you are interested in his com- 
passionate regards, and he seeks to allure you to 
himself. He invites you to cast your burden 
upon him, and is only seeking, by this light afflic- 
tion, to recall your wandering affections from the 
creature, and to withdraw your erring footsteps 
from the uncertain track of time and sorroW, to 
the satisfying pursuit of substantial good. He 
seeks that the heart may be softened and ren- 
dered accessible; and he appears, not as a God 
of judgment, but of mercy — chastising, but in 
love-'-afflicting, but from the purest compassion 
-^and supporting with the richest consolations. 
He sees, he feels your sorrow — he hastens to your 
relief — he interposes his cheering presence, his 
animating voice. He says, " Weep not," and 
proclaims himself as the ^* resurrection and the 
lifev^^ Yes ! he comes to you in the endearing 
character of friend ; he calms your agitated bosom 
by his sympathy, he comforts by his Spirit, sup- 
portil by his grace, and leads your thoughts 
onwatd to that glorious period of immortality 
and peacei when you shall be re-united to your 
lost relative, in realms of unfading bliss; and 
shall associate with his glorified spirit, now transf- 
formed into the image of your mutual Redeemer^ 



^.r 



in aflcriyng a& the gktry of your Mdvaliofi and 
eternal feticity to the '' Lamb that was slain.*' 
Our great High Priest and Advoeate still Irres 
and re^ns to make intercession for us; he is 

** Unehaiigce^jr faithful to save, 
Almighty to rale and command." 

*' Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that We ihay obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need."* Let us co^i- 
mune with our own hearts, and with this almighty 
Saviour, that we may listen to his voice, and 
obey his word, and follow him whithersoever he 
teadeth. 

* Heb. iv. 16. 
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CHAPTER U. 

ON THE MODERATION OF GRIEF. 

Christianity does not forbid its disciples to 
mourn; but rather sanctions the expressions of 
grief, oqcasioned by the loss of friends, when 
viewed as the consequence of sin generally, as 
the result of our own carelessness and folly, and 
as forming a poll of that fMrobationary discipline 
which is designed to prepare us for another and 
a better wcMrld. Grace does not destroy, but 
simply regulates nature ; it does not supersede 
the affections or forbid their influence, but only 
moderates and directs their exercise. 

(/ould we distinctly view every object and 
event through the chastened medium of Chris^ 
tianity, there woirid be no danger in the indul- 
gence of grief : there would be no fear of offending 
God by weeping Qter the Iws of those blessings 
which he has confeti^ed, together with all capa- 
city for their enjc^ment: there would be no 
necessity to restrain* the ex^cise of those affeo- 
tionate sympathies which he has implanted in 
our bosoms, as the source of maQj of our [detr 

3 
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sures, and the principle upon which rrmclh &nd 
that the most admirable part of our conduct, is 
grounded. 

The feeble glimmering light of nature is in^ 
sufficient to guide our affections or actions. The 
objects we perceive through this medium are so 
distorted by prejudice, so deceptive by their 
energetic appeal 1^ our feelings and pJAssiohs, 
that our judgment is rendered vacillating and 
uncertain; and we become incapable of forming 
a correct estimate of their real nature, and of 
their respective combinations and affinities ; or 
of the results to which they lead. But the torch 
of divine truth enables us to discover the way in 
which we should walk; it unmasks prejudice, de^ 
velops the secret influence of feeling, dispels the 
mists of error, and, by its clear and steady radi- 
ance, safely guides and invigorates the sincere 
inquirer ; discloses to him the bidden treasures 
of hope, and regulates his conduct by its own 
unerring laws. We no longer walk in darkness 
and uncertainty, but are enabled to descry the 
dangers we must avoid, as well as the object we 
must pursue, and the means by which^it may be 
attained. >- 

The Christian mourner is not left in doubt as 
to the limits which should define hia sorrow: for^ 
although we. must rejoice at the present, eternal, 
and. unfading happiness of the spirit of the de*' 
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parted Christian, and the infinite and incalcnlabto 
valne of the exchange he has made; yet to 
mourn for the dead, and more particularly for 
those who die in the arms of their Lord, is a duty 
which nature and affection demand-^which is 
perfectly compatible with the purest influence of 
religion, sanctioned by the example of eminent 
saints, and required by God himself. Abraham, 
that faithful servant of the most high God, 
mourned for Sarah* ^* Abraham came to mourn 
for Sarah, and to weep for her." So did Jacob 
for his son Joseph, and Joseph and his brethren 
for their father Jacob.* Instances might be 
inultipli^; but the bare mention of these is 
enough to prove, that to mourn was not incoh-; 
sisteni with their patriarchal piety and primaeval 
Mmplicity. Indifference to the death of the 
righteous has been plainly reproved by the Spirit 
of Truth, who declares that '* the righteous 
perishetb, and no man layeth it to heart.^'t It 
is not then sorrow in itself, but its excessive in* 
dulgence, which is to be avoided by the Christian^ 
for *' godly sorrow worketh repentance to salva* 
tion not to be repented of.''| 

, tt is indeed true that affliction is grievous to 
be borne ; and it is equally true, that the ravages 
^f intemperate grief intercept our views of the 

^ Cren. xxiii. 2 ; zzxvii. 34 ; 1. 10. t U&. Irii. 1. 

1 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
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Great Di&poser of all events and of the hearts of , 
meA, becloud our prospects of eternity, depress 
the spirits, shrivel and contract the heart into the 
coldest selfishness, and impair the health of the 
bbdy. Griefis a passion which requires the greats 
est watchfulness; for its influence steals upon 
us insensibly, under the disguise of positive duty ; 
and acquires the power of expanding itself to an 
almost indefinite extent, till it has so occupied 
the heart, that there is great danger lest itsfaodd 
overwhelm us, |ind prevent our deriving those 
advantages from afiiiction which our merciful . 
Father has intended. Hence it is enjoined that' 
Christians should moderate their sorrow: '* My 
son, despise not thou the (fastening of the Lord* 
nor faint when thou art rebuked of him."^ £x* 
eessive sorrow is combined in the same preeept 
with that hardness of heart which refuses to be 
sdtened) and to feel under the chastening hand 
dT God* We are commanded not to faint ; hence, 
iSCHrrow should be so moderated as not to interfere 
with the discharge of the plrivate duties of reli* 
gion. It should bring us j^to God more humbly, 
more intimately, and more devoutly, rather than 
alienate us from him. If we indulge the soft 
luxury of grief» out minds will become enfeebled 
for religious duties ; we shall be completely ah^ 

^ ProT. iii. 11. 
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Borbed in Gontemplatiog the occasion of our sor- 
fowj and we shall scarcely lift from the heart one 
aspiration of praise to Him who doth all things 
well. 

Perhaps we have lost an object which we loved 
with idolatrous affection. Almighty God has 
seen fit to remove that which rivalled the posses- 
sion of our hearts ; how careful should we be^ 
that we do not embrace another idol — that we 
do not supply the vacuity death has made in our 
affections, by yielding ourselves to the uncon- 
trolled dominion of that sorrow which '* worketh 
death!" The eyes of the world are fixed upon 
professors of religion, especially on ti^ose who are 
removed from the obscurity of humble life : and 
it expects now to perceive the influence of those 
animating and consoling truths which had been 
so frequently extolled. It does not expect to find 
them without a refuse from the storm, a prey to' 
the influence of ungoverned passion, and over- 
whelmed by the agony of despair* It does not 
expect to find them sullenly complaining, or in^ 
deed silently sufiering what they know to be in- 
evitabky as if it resulted from a fatal necessity, 
goyemed by chance, or directed by the wildest 
caprice. It will not even grant those allowances 
which the infinite variety of natural temper and 
disposition, atid of the strength of the intellectual' 
powers,, uppers to demand. It will require that 
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the influence of the prindples they profess^ and 
the doetrines they believe, shall he€xempli/ied m 
thetr cmdmi: it will expect that their minds 
shall be calmed by a consideration of the good- 
ness 0f Oody and the equity of his government; 
by his wisdom, and his grttcions designs towards 
Jiis children ; by a prospect of that rest which 
remaineth for the people of Grod ; and by a firm 
reliance on his promise, that all Events shall ad- 
vance the best interests of those who love him* 
It will expect that they will cheerfully resign, 
when he calls for it, their dearest earthly comforts. 
Without murmuring ; and that, on the whole, they 
will evince a peaceful serenity of temper in the 
ttNiBt distressing circumstances. Religion is in- 
deed much exposed to contempt by the immo- 
derate sorrow of those who profess their belief 
of its trulhs. If, says the objector, its mild pre- 
eeptSy its animating hopes^ its supporting pro- 
mises, and its consoling anticipations, so fre- 
^ently the subject of discussion in the peaceful 
hour of prosperity, be insufficient to support the 
mourner nnda* the immediate loss of his-relatives 
and friends, surely these can be of little value ; 
Itod the consolations of^philosq^hy are equally 
important. If retigion and its hopes and joys be, 
as they lure represented, an all-satisfying good, 
how is it that he is so overwhelmed with sorrow 
at the loss of one who has entered into his rest^ 
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and who, by his removal, has rendered dearth less 
fieamngj and has engaged his affeiclions more 
exclusiyely in heaven f 11^ has oneattachm^it 
the fewer to the world, and he possesses an ad- 
ditional attachment to heaven ; whence, by his 
own principles, his religious pleasures should 
shcHTtly be increased* To be thus absorbed in 
sorrow, manifestly indicates inconsistency with 
the possession of such chewing doctrines, an4 
evinces that he does not really believe the truths 
he pertinaciously contends for, or that they are 
not in their nature and influence such as they 
are asserted to be. Thus, in fact, the prejudices 
of the irreligious are strengthened on every side^ 
and surely Christians should be doubly careful^ 
lest they oppose the influence of Christianity, by 
placing obstacles to its reception in the way of 
others. 

The followers of our ascended Saviour ai^ 
commanded not to sorrow '* even as others 
which have no hope," and are pointed to. one 
grand source of consolation ^ *' for if we believe, 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with, 
liim."* Here is a positive injunctioa that Chris- 
tians should moderate their grief ;^ and a most 
powerful reason isanneiced; for, if we beiiev^ 

* I TImbb. iv. 13, n. 



32 ON THE MODERATION OF GRIEF. 

the fundamental truths of the Bible, we are as- 
sured that the disembodied spirit of the deceased 
over Whom affection sheds its fondest tear, is 
mow infinitely happier than on earth ; it would 
not exchange its present peace for the cares and 
sorrows it has just quitted, for all the world calls 
good or great. 'From the enjoyment of such 
present felicity we would not wish to recaU him 
whom we have lost : our thoughts are led forward 
to the happy period, when we^ if the people of 
God, shall join the chorus of the redeemed; and 
unite with his glorified spirit, in ascribing '' glory, 
honour, and blessing to Him that sitteth on the 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever.'^ 

Again, the Christian remembers that every 
event is under the superintendence of God; and 
that, from whatever immediate source the present 
afiliction may appear to spring, still it originates 
with Infinite Wisdom, and is directed in its 
period, and in all its circumstances, by Infinite 
Love. He knows that he is in the hands of a 
merciful and fttithful Creator, and trusts in his 
power and goodness, though he cannot distinctly 
trace that hand which governs even the minutest 
event. There are many natural phenomena, of 
which we cannot possibly fathom the rationale; 
but we are assured that these are influenced by^ 
laws as definite as any others with which we are 
more intimately acquainted*. We cannot attain^; 
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to traee the footgteps of OmtiipoteHce ) oar ecm* 
stricted capacities are incapaUe of discorering 
the ways of Prorideace ; bat we are happy in the 
assurance that the powers of Omniscience are 
engaged in fixing and preserving in its order 
every occurrence. The Lord of heaven and 
earth sees, and knows, and governs all things-^ 
the motion of an atom and a world: and though 
we are ignorant of his designs, we may safely 
confide in Htm who does and will direct all conr 
tingencies. 

** I was dumb, I evened not my^mouth, ber 
cause thou didst it/' is the language of humble* 
and submissive confidence. While nature weeps, 
the Christian remembers that every painful event 
has been appointed by omniscient goodness; 
and while the silent ttor steids down his grief- 
worn cheek, he will not be utterly cast down ; 
he will review the mercies which have followed 
him all the days of his life ; and perceiving that 
those events which he now esteems his greatest 
blessings, were painful in their nature, he will 
come and make his complaint to God, and not 
to man. While his heart and eye tend upwards 
to the sky, he will not be in danger of excessive 
sorrow; for he will supplicate a gracious Father 
with deep humility, for the sinful cause which 
has rendered afiliction necessary, and yet with 
filial confidence, assured that he will not lay 
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upon him a burden hearier than he can Bear ; 
assured that in due time, when his graeious 
design shall have be^n accomplished, Ae will 
give him peace, and deliver him from ever; 
distress. These considerations will prove suf- 
ficient to excite him to assuage his grief. He. 
dares not murmur, or call in question the good- 
ness or the justice of God ; for he invites his 
children to pour out their requests unto him; 
and though in great mercy he sees fit frequently 
to deny them what they ask, yet he always 
giveth liberally, aiid gives exactly, not that 
which may be moflt pleasing, but which will be 
best for them in the present and a future world. 
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CHAPTER in. 

ON EXCESSIVE SOIUt6W. 

It is not easy to define the precise limits where 
every kind dnd degree of sorrow becomes ex* 
eessive ; for a moment's reflection will convinoe^ 
that expressions cf grief, Which nature and 
religion both demand and allow under the 
severe sufferings to which humanity is exposedi 
would be unjustifiable and sinful under the 
lighter cares and perplexities of . daily life. 
There are many persons who view their owh 
trials through a magnifying medium : they un-* 
justly trace out aggravating circumstances, whii^h 
a fond selfishness alone can discover, and thus 
endeavour to excuse their impatience, ' by the 
supposed weight of suffering under which they 
labour. They conceive their affliction to be 
more severe than ever was intended by its 
Author ; and, unaccustomed to the jcke^ they 
vainly imagine that no burden is equal to theirs, 
and believe that their complaints may lawfu% 
exceed the bounds prescribed for others. Yet 
it is manifest, that the same indulgence of grief 
cannot be allowed to the sufferings of unsubdued 
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passion, as to those real mourners who are borne 
down with the weight of their sorrows, and with 
a humbling sense of God's justice and mercy 
in their infliction^— to those whom God hath 
Wounded in the tenderest relations, and who 
feel the full extent of human wretchedness. 

Some allowance must be made for natural 
di^MMition, and the peculiar texture of individual 
ininds. Let not one j>ride himself on his 8ub» 
mission to aiBictive providence, when in trut|i 
his equanimity arises from the absence of those 
acute feelings which constitute the man of quick 
sensibility. Let not that be terniied patience, 
which oonsists in indifference ; nor suffer that to 
be extolled as a virtue, which is a mere gift of 
nature, or the offspring of a mindxwell trained 
and disciplined in the depdie of abstract reason^ 
iogf and rendered less susceptible of the acute 
feelings a more lively imagination would experi- 
ence. Nature has caist some minds in a sterner 
mould; theit perc^ions are correct-^heir as- 
sociations few and accurate-^tfaeir judgment 
iirm«*^their sensibilities obtuse; while she has 
endowed others with a greater degree of vivacity, 
quick and inaccurate perception, lively and un- 
limited association, and a judgment too fre*- 
quently influenced, and even carried away, by 
the acuteness of their feelings« In characters so 
unlike, the es^pression of sorrow will be different 
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in decree, and dissimilar in kind. That sorrow 
wbich would be excessive, and therefore sinful, 
in the former charaeter, may be safely allowed 
to the latter. In either case, the principal dif- 
ference will consist in the external expresHon of 
grief; and there will still remain certain pre-^ 
cepts, whereby the heart of each may alike be 
tried and regulated. These will apply to all ; 
and each individual nmy thus form a judgment 
for himself, far more easily than those who 
frame their opinion from external appearances. 
What then is the tendency of your grief? 
Does it le{|.d your heart to God, or alienate yo^ 
frtoi him? Does it engage your thoughts and 
affections principally on the ciircumstances of 
the affliction which has befallen you, or on the 
gracious design with which it has been commis- 
sioned? When the Almighty extends his chas-r 
tening arm, it is to remind us that he is our 
diief go^d, to abstract our hearts from objects 
of inferior moment, or to purify and fit us for a 
closer walk with him here, and for more intiniate 
communion with him hereafter. This design 
can alone be effected by our returning to him in' 
sincerity, earnestly striving, that we may be 
more entirely devoted to his service, that our 
hearts may be more, expanded by a Saviour's 
love, and that our affections may be animated 
with the desire of living to his glpry* 
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Are you anxious to view all your trials in thb 
light, and to come to God, and to him alone, for 
comfort and support ? Do you delight to have 
your thoughts much with him, pray to him, and . 
diligently strive that the end for which affliction 
was design^, may be accomplished in you? 
Or do you rather fondly dwell on the value of 
the blessing you have lost, and BtiU concentrate 
your affections on that gift which a merciful God 
has seen fit to remove? Do you rather excite 
the mind to the recollection of past scenes of 
liappiness, so fondly and so properly endeared 
to memory — to your prospects of earthly plea- 
sure, withered by the chilly gale of premature 
mortality, and to your present forlorn condition^ 
while you lose sight of the hand of God? Then 
is your sorrow excessive, for it is o|q)osed to the 
will of heaven, and you are suffering without 
the possibility of appropriating those cheering 
consolations which are provided for the humble 
mourner* 

But again, 

** There'fl mercy in e?eiy plaee ; 

And meroj, enoonngUig thought, 
Giy«s even affliction a grace, 
And reconciles man to his lot" 

fience> sorrow, becomes excessive, when we 
forget the goodness of God displayed in the 
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expression^ of liis mercy and his love, which we 
kaee enjoyed — which we even now participate; 
and are looking forward to the full disclosure of 
his merciful intentions towards us. The ways 
of God do indeed sometimes seem niarked with 
severity. He knows our whole hearts better 
than we do ourselves ; and of all possible things 
in this world, he does that which is most adapted 
to make us feel. Probably, when you examine 
the present affliction, you will find that the 
stroke is such, whether you consider the person, 
the period, the place, and a hundred circum* 
stances and associations, past or then expected ; 
and thus will you trace the design of God, and 
obtain a consciousness that no other hand could 
have inflicted it. 

Nothing can be more erroneous than the inr 
dulgence of suspicions concerning the goodness 
of God. He is a righteous governor ; his conduct 
is not directed by arbitrary caprice, nor is it the 
offspring of envy, since f ^ justice and judgment 
are the establishment of his throne."* *^ But 
God ii also love.^^i His gracious determination 
to secure our happiness, and fix it on a perma- 
nent basis, gives existence to those very events, 
which we are sometimes disposed ta construe 
into acts of unkindness, ^d deplore as pregnant 

* Psa. hiziz. y. flJohnb. 9. 
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with the greatest evils. This assurance, there^ 
fore, should lead us to bow to his dispensations, 
not only because they are on our part quite 
unavoidable; but viibvmnTO^^ under a convic- 
tion, that if we *' love him, and are the called 
according to his purpose, all things will work 
together for our good."* When \}asi siream \% 
dried up, our condition is not hopeless noi' cheer- 
less, if we have constant access to theybten/ain, 
and find it always overflowing with good. When 
the creature interposes between God and us, 
iand we cannot contemplate the former for the 
latter, surely it is not unkind that he should 
remove the intervening vail, in order that he 
may acquire his owp perfect right, and at the 
same time that we may be made substantially 
and permanently happy. 

Besides, are there no circumstances of alle- 
viation ? Is it the worst possible evil that has 
befallen you P and is every aggravating associa- 
tion concentrated., in this one event f Perhaps 
you may be inclined to answer in the affirmative. ' 
.But inquire whether it might not have l^en 
worse with you ; whether, instead of your present 
pleasing hope of the immediate happiness of 
your deceased friend, you might not have been 
Jiarassed with doubts, and fears, and apprehen- 

* Rom. viii. 38, 
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sioair respecliiig his safety; whether your ex- 
pectation of being <me day re-nnited around the 
throne of God, might not have been tnvolyed in 
the uncertainty of your own state, and of your 
prospects of future blessedness ; and, if these 
consolations be absent, whether you might not 
hare been in the same situation with your lost 
reiatire, have passed the boundary of time, and 
haye been reduced to that state, where you 
would be alike incapable of entering into the 
joys, as of preparing for the services of eternityl 

Religion can trace mercy and comfort, even 
in the darkest hour ; and her chaste rays, re^ 
fleeted from the pages of inspiration, will render 
pervious the thickest gloom, since she exhibits 
present good aqd future joy as the result of 
present suffering improved. It* is not only in 
our actual circumstances that we trace the good- 
ness of God, l)ut in their ultimate and more 
remote results ; since these form a part of that 
discipline which is to prepare us for a future 
happy existence in a world of everlasting bliss ; 
^ and to lose sight of all these alleviating circum* 
stances, is as unbecoming the character of the 
Christian, as it is offensive to the Majesty of 
heaven. 

Unrepressed and intemperate grief leads us 
to distrust the faithfulness and love of the Most 
High^ to call in question his justice, to arraign 

4* 
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his providence : and thus discontent is fostered^ 
in Qur bosoni) corroding every comfort, distort* 
ing all our views, and sapfiing the foundations 
of our peace* When we first deviate from the 
narrow path of rectitude, the gradations of error 
are so frequent and imperceptible, that we are 
conducted to a labyrinth of uncertainty, before 
we are aware that we have quitted the way of 
truth; and when once lost, it is with the utmost 
difficulty we can regain our former positions. 
It is not ai ance^ but gradually, that we are 
induced to entertain doubts concerning the wis- 
dom and justice of God. We should shrink at 
' first from the decided avowal of such a tonclu- 
sion ; the mind must be prepared for it, by the 
slow and silent, but constant and equable opera* 
tion of minor suspicions, which ultimately lead 
to this unhappy result. Shprt-^sighted intellect 
may indeed be at a loss to discover a reason 
why this particular afiliction is necessary, and, 
from being disappointed in the search, may be 
induced to imagine that there was no came; and 
between this avowal and the immediate distrust 
of God's goodness and faithfulness, the gradation 
is so gentle, that the latter is early presented to 
the mind. This sentiment, r^ected at first with 
aversion, begins to be tolerated, from the unva* 
ried repetition of the same image ; is then enter- 
tained with complacency; and, finally, received 
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Ma legitimate conclusion. This step oneis 
gained, w.e can readily imagine how the heart 
will be drawn aside, and suffer itself to disbelieye 
the other attributes of the Deity, and to doubt 
his wisdom, and power, and love. The peace 
of the troubled bosom is destroyed ; and peevish- 
ness, discontent, and fretfulness, are the conse- 
quence. ^ The temper is soured, because the 
mind is exposed to a constant source of irrita- 
tion, with no balm to sooth the angry passions, 
or calm the aching heart. How watchful should 
we be against the first beginnings of evil, since 
we perceive how easily sorrow may become 
excessive, and how certainly it will then hurry 
us away into a thousand inconsistencies, which 
the genius of Christianity blushes to acknow- 
ledge. 

Tbia error may be committed by taking pains 
to provoke and re-excite our grief, by a careful 
recapitulation of circumstances Which are in- 
finitely dear to memory, till they become toa 
exquisitely painful to be borne. The first trtos* 
ports of sorrow, who would venture to oppose ? 
Nature attempts her own relief, by these ex^ 
pressions of the wounds she has received ; but 
grief has a natural tendency to exhaust its own 
violence; the feelings become less acute from 
fktigue ; and the gradual waste and expenditure 
of their energy, at length brings the mit^d to a 
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■tateof tolerable composure. Chri«tian principle 
sliouid now be invited to confirm what nature 
has effected, for thiid state of \iuieseence is only 
the {Nrelude to a storm. The diminished ezcit* 
ability of the mourner will soon be recruited, 
and ins sufferings will be felt with redoubled 
Tiolence. Nothing short of Christianity and its 
animating hopes can render permanent the calm, 
by exchanging the quietude of exhausted power 
for the peace and serenity of religious consolation: 
Instead, however, of having recourse to this 
powerful principle, we may, with all the ingenuity 
of self-torture, busily engage ourselves in stimu-^ 
lating the languid feelings, and goading the 
already fluttering heart to increased action, by 
the detail and recollection of every painful asso- 
ciation connected with this sad event. Chris- 
tianity demands not that w^ should be forgetful 
of the dear comfort we have lost, but that we 
should contemplate the affliction through the 
medium of revelation ; and that we should stu- 
diously endeavour to engage the mind with the 
blessings designed, and the consolatjions provided 
for the humble sufferer, rather than allow it to 
become the prey of its own mournful images. 

By the indulgence of excessive grief, the 
health is decidedly endai^ered. It is difficult to 
defii^e the nature of the connexion which subsists 
between the mind and the body ; our knowledge 
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respecting it is almost entirely limited to ^n 
acquaintance with the effects produced by their 
reciprocal action. Although the existence of 
this sympathy may be denied by those who plead 
for the unrestrained indulgence of their sorrow^ 
yet nothing can be more certain. We see every 
day the one suffering with the other — ^the mani- 
festations of mind enfeebled by disease, and the 
animal economy materially disturbed by dis- 
orders of the mind. It is well known how in- 
stantaneously joy or grief will pall the appetite ; 
that it IB impossible to cure many derangements 
of the animal system, whilst any cause of mental 
irritation exists; and that. many maladies are 
immediately produced by the inlSuence of de- 
pressing passions. The indulgence of excessive 
grief, then, is by no meaiis innocent, since, al- 
though its immediate effects may l)e escaped, it 
may still lay the foundation of insidious disease, 
vrhich, though long protracted, may in the end 
terminate fatally. Nor is this caution unneces* 
sary ; for many ratoumers practise a kind of self- 
deception, by allowing themselves to betieve 
their health is not endangered, provided no im- 
mediately serious ravages are perceptible to 
themselves, while yet their strength is visibly 
declining. It is true, the vigour thus impaired 
may be recovered, and that quickly ; yet care is 
necessary : and when we recpUect, that in the 



46 ON l;XCE88IVE SORROW. 

code of laws to which we profess to yield obedi- 
ence, there is a command which says, ^< Thou 
shalt not kill;'' and reflect that every prohibition 
implies a positive injunction; we must surely 
allow that such a precept requires that all lawful 
means be aslriduously employed for the preser* 
vation of our own life, as well as the lives of 
others. 

Life is desirable; during its rapid progress 
our eternal destiny is fixed ; and when the body 
can no longer be inhabited, the immortal spirit 
which actuated it, is immediately translated to 
the enjoyment of exquisite pleasure or endless 
punishment. It is rendered sensible (^ the ex** 
haudtless treasures ' of infinite love, or of the 
deserved anger of a just and holy God. This 
gives to life its chief vahie : now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of grace; and are we yet 
prepared to die ? With what thankfulness should 
we enjoy, with what care should we cherish, life 
and health, until we gain substantial evidence 
that we are ripening for an inheritance with the 
saints in light, until we enjoy a pleasing hope ci 
eternal felicity ! 

And even supposing that, on this head, we are 
jBiS completely at rest as was the Apostle Paul, 
when he said, ^ to die is gain," alluding to him* 
self; yet we should remember, that, connected 
with this expressi<Mi9 is the assertion, *^ for me 
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to five 18 Clurist."* We cannot, be said to fire 
to Christ, if we do not embrace CTery opportunity 
of employing the talents we possess in ^iffices of 
piety, and the various and constantly increasing 
duties of disinterested benevolence* The Chris- 
tian's is an active life; he is called to do good, 
and to glorify God. How many are there whose 
earthly happiness materially, if not essentially, 
de)pends upon us ! how many whose sorrows we 
may sooth, whose burdens we may contribute to 
support, whosie miseries may be lessened, whose 
ignorance may be dispelled, whose happiness 
may be enhanced by oi|r exertions ! Performed 
on right principles, these things are acceptable 
to Christ; and we should recollect, that it in 
only during the short uncertain space of life 
that we shall enjoy an opportunity of pleasing 
Crod in this way, atid of being thus useful to^ 
others* 

The same may be observed with regard to 
the eternal interests of our fellow-men« The 
light of truth dispels the darknesd, by which the 
God of this world ruleis ; and Christians should 
dhine as lights in the world, pointing out the 
way to glory* How impenetrable the gloom by 
which we are surrounded; and how inadequate, 
how comparatively feeble and glimmering is the 

^ pka. i. 31. 
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faint light emftted by the followers of our. R^ 
deemer ! Let us not be among those who vo« 
luntai'ily extinguish their light, or put their 
candle under a bushel; let us rather most care* 
fully preserve our health, as the choicest earthly 
blessing. May we be quickened by the love of 
Christ, and according to his holy precept and 
example, diligently diffuse the light of life, by 
our words, our spirit, and our conduct ! 

But again, a degree of sorrow which has 
escaped the foregoing limitations, may become 
excessive by its protraction. It is not pretended 
that sorrow or mourning should have a limited 
duration, and that regret for the loss of the dear 
objects of our fond esteem should quickly find 
a termination. This, indeed, would seem to be ' 
the .effect of Ughtty esteeming the chastisements 
of the Almighty ; or to arise from the want of 
proper affection for the deceased, whose loss we 
cease to deplore because we do not feel. This 
would be highly inconsistent with the Christian 
character. But.it is distinctly asserted, that a 
degree cf sorrow^ which might fairly be allowed 
to the mourner when suffering the first emotions 
of grief, may still become sinful by its continu- 
ance ; and thsititdoes so^ when its expression is 
incompatible with the discharge of the duties 
assigned us by Providence, when it unfits us for 
necessary intercourse with society, when it em- 
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bitters our present comforts^ and incapacitates 
us f(Hr worshipping and praising Gocf. « 

If it be asserted that these limitations cure too 
precbe to be universally applicable^ and that, 
however true they may be as general rules, they 
will still admit of particular exceptions ; who is 
there that will not plead his title to individual 
exemption ? Who is there that does not faiicy 
his own to be the weightier affliction? Who 
would not determine his to be the precise cir- 
cumstances which Would admit of excessive sor- 
row ? Thb great mass of mankind are deceived 
by their general reception of particular precepts, 
as speculatively true, which they individually 
and practically disregard. Thus all men think 
all nien mortal but themselves ; they will yield 
their cordial assent to the sinfulness of human 
nature, provided their individual freedom from 
its pollution may be granted ; they will acknow- 
ledge the danger of certain errors and t<^mpta- 
tions, to almost all others but themselves. Thus 
are they deceived, saying, ** Peace> peace^ when 
there is no peace ;" they lose sight of the im- 
mediate connexion of their happiness with the 
exercise of ^constant obedience ; they busy them- 
selves in discovering the vices and exposing 
the errors of otber^, and applying appropriate 
remedies, while they forget their own heart. 

To allow individual exemption from the 
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iu&a^ of tkese restraints, wonM be to rendet 
them perfectly inert ; imptjrtial mvestigtttiofi .wifl 
cvineetiie unrorscdky of tlieir afiplkatioii. It 
may, ibdeed, be pfleaded^ that aU yottr hope audi 
J0j was bound up and edntered m the life of the 
deoeasedi that yoa were dl>ttiidaatfy happy ta 
his society, and that, while permitted to enjoy 
it) you kn^w' no care or sorrow, and wishod for 
no addition to your joy. Yet does dot tins prove 
th^ neeessky of tbe affliction; even because of 
your inordinate attachment f Perhaps you wilt 
eoaeeire that you have noeosifoft remaininf^ 
61: you will fegret that your friend is removed 
fiora a sphere of eminent usefulness, and wilt 
foni^ ima^ne that his habitual preparedness 
for heaven rendered him peculiarly fitted ^for a 
logger residence on earth : you will deplore the 
very short time you enjoyed his society on tiiis 
wilder BOSS world, and the long and dreary night 
of mourning and solitude which you have before 
you. 

It would be quite endless to attempt the 
^Aum^tition of the infinitely vftried pleas for 
immoderate sorrow which the different circum- 
stanees of individual mourners will elicit, or to 
expose the ingenuity by which a thousand pro- 
tean forms of ei^cuso are invented ; yet we shaH 
find that they all resolve themselves into the 
ptilfe^fttl prinoipla of sdfishnoss^ 
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Tbe dfisire of preacMt freedMii firom pua it 
Ottlural lo BMUi; *^ but ghould k be aceoiduif tp 
tfcj laoid?'^^ Will thou, O vwi uum, contaBd 
wilh Him tiut formed thee ? Wilt tbou bring 
Iby judigmesit li^ opp^aitiob with the decrees 
9( Infiiiite WiedAttf Shmll die sbort-ngfated 
yeasaaiiig o( meortftlil^ be placed in competition 
with the determtnajtiomi of Omnicieienpe f Shall 
tib^ t^Uttd And feoUsh Belf-bre be opposed to the 
dioMf OS of Infinile Goodneati and merey, aad 
loTO f Wilt thoa, a perishiag aaatiire» presume 
to iri^e laws to Onmipoteaoe, and to obimde t^ 
puiqr will agaiost JEBt who doth all things wdl; 
whose boundless presenee &k erer^ heart, and 
direets every event; who goTe»s all things fay 
his power, and withoiH whose saperfisiMi not 
the (smallest circumstance can come to past? 
Reflect on the incongruity of such conduct } con- 
sider thy situation as his iervant^ and the perfec- 
tions o( the Almighty Disposer of all things. 
Seriously recollect, that impatience under his 
chastening hand is highly o£Eensive. The all- 
wise Jehovah afflicts with the most gracious 
design ; his chastisemenlts are sent on the kindest 
errands of love. What ingratitude to despise his^ 
correction, to murmur at his dispensations, and 
to be impatient for the removal of affliction 
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before it shall have accomplished the end he has 
proposed ! Surely, if we reflect oa the compare 
ativety minute section of our lires dedicated t0 
this salutary discipline; if we appreciate the 
long intervals of ease aiMl prosperity frequently 
allotted to us> the many comforts with, which 
our 'darkest hours are interspersed^ and the 
secure refuge from the storm which is provided 
for our safety and* comfort; discontent and imr 
patience vnU be banished from our bosom, every 
expression of immoderate grief will be hushed 
to repose, and onr hearts will be animapted by 
.affectionate obedience to the will of Hint in 
whom we live, and move, and have our being, 
and who is infinitely worthy to receive our hum-^ 
. ble adorations^ and our highest ascriptions of 
praise^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ON THE ADVANTAGES OP SORROW. 



A DiSTiNOUifiRiNG l!Mitiure of the Cfaristian re* 
lifion^ is the state of trial and of BxtScring it 
inviAreB ; as the graad mean of perfeetiqg the 
character of its dieeipleS) bringing out their jpria* 
^ples 11^ active exercise, proving their sineerity, 
iwrifying their hearts, elevating their affections, 
chastening and improving their temper and dto* 
positions, and as the prelude to that eternal refit 
and happiness miiieh are reserved for the peopli 
of .God, far Hioie who ate made peffed tikroagA 
mferingi. 

It is indeed true, that religion's '< ways are 
way. of pleasaHtnes., «.d all her paths are paths 
of peace*^'* Yet it is equally true, that, to fallen 
nmn, the obedience it requires is repugnant, the 
duties it enfcHrces ^e painful : and the sufferings 
inseparably connected with its exercise, so far 
from communicating peace, serve to excite the 
angry turbulence of our nature, and to fill thQ. 
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heart with innumerable solicitudes. It is onlf 
when the mind becomes convinced of the infinite 
excellence of divine truth, oi the holiness of its 
precepts, and the importance of the realities it 
develops; when the heart is animated with the 
love of God, and with its dependence on Htm in 
whose favour is life, that it can unfeignedly era- 
brace the self-denying precepts of Christianity, 
that.it can rejoice to ^ sui^r all tUpgs," that it 
may *^ win Chfiat, and be found in him." Chris^ 
tianity does not consist in a certain scheme of 
doctrines and precepts, which demand our assent : 
it is a practical principle, a principle of Hction, 
oonstantly and univ^pally operative, giving its 
peculiar tone and temper to the entire chariEicter, 
aod pervading and influencing every part of the 
Conduct. It is not a, principle which we can 
assume toniay, and dispense with to-morrow, 
according to our particular feelings apd interests : 
but we must be alike governed by its influence, 
in whatever circumstances we may be placed* 
We are not required? nor would it be prudent 
or propers to be always talking about religion ; 
bii^by our e:9[ample| which will speak louder thad 
words, we «bould evinoe its holy tendency, and 
Kgulate our conduct by its dictates. 

But this by the way ; for, while , the genius of 
Christianity requires us tob^ active in doing the 
will of God, it demands our passive obedience : 
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it teaobes us to suffer,' and exbUuts a slate of 
trialas the oidy way to a haven of eternal rest. 
The voice gi affliction silently^ but energetically, 
whispers, /'My son, give me thine heart."* 
Qxid d wiands the whote heart : he will reign in 
the atfections of his people, and requites their 
wiO to be ceded implioitly tq his comnmnds* 
Sorrow serves to prove the heart, and to discovei 
to us whether this is really the ease-^^whelher 
we can resign our blessings into the hands of 
Him who gave them, with cheerfulness^; and 
can still praise Him, thoiugh he sees fit to smite 
our choicest earthly comforts. It informs us 
whether we love Grod supremely, ai|d can readi^ 
yield our present pleasures to advance bis glory 
and honour. 

Perhaps it is more difficult to suffer enHChris- 
tian prini^iples,. than it is to be actively engaged 
in daii^ good: and if so, the more necessary 
and important will be the process by which we 
may be taught to glorify God in suffering for his 
sake. Affliction accomplishes this object, sidce it 
teacl^» the necessity of ^ultivuting,. with the 
greatest care and diligence^ those graces towhicb 
the heart is particulatly adverse, and especialljn 
those which interfere with our individual feeling% 
find .spirit, and temper. . * 

? P*ov. xxiu. afe . 
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. Almoat fltnuafers to the exoraise of imaiflitjrr 
f$$iBnoef resignation, or obefienoe^ bnt fiir tke 
goodness ftf God in afflietin^ us, it beooines ns to 
tejoke even in tribubition» and to reoetre tbr 
diastisements of tlie Almig^y widi meekness 
and love. No trial or difficulty skoeld destrcqr 
our trust in God r these are intended to eonfirm 
oar fidth and h<^»e^ that ve may *^ be steadfiMit, 
namoTeaUe, always abounding in die irork of 
the Lord."* 

<^ For this I say, time is short ; it remaineth, 
dierefbre, that they that have wires, be as 
though they had none ; and they that weep, as 
though they wept not; and they that l*ejoice, as 
tbough they rejoiced not ; for the fashion of this 
woriSi passeth away."t If, indeed, spiritual and 
et^nal things were more distinctly seen, and 
impressively felt by us, we should walk m<Nre by ' 
ftu^h, and less by sight. Faith is a noble and an 
animating principle ; and Whatever sacrifices of 
present enjoyment may be required by the means 
employed to generate or preserve this principle 
until it be ripened for immortality, and exchanged 
for the full fruition of God in heaven, we shall 
be gainers in the end : ^* F|>r I reckon, that the 
sttfferings of this present time are jaot worthy to 
be compared with the glory that shall be revealed 
inus."t 

«1 Cor. IT. 56. ilCi^,yu.»'*9i. tBon.Tm.18. 
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iGrrief sil^itiy but eloqueotly. teadieB the yaltt« 
of intercourse with God, and proves that strength 
aind suppoit ar6 to be derived from commumon 
with him. Intimate. acc<$8s to a ccanpa^ssionate 
Saviour is a balm for every sorrow : " Pour out 
your heart before Him : God is a refuge for us^"^ 
We have access to him with boldness. 

We are not only aUawed, but encouraged) t9 
J9peak all our mind to him. We are permitted 
to utter, and^nburge^ with unrestricted freedom^ 
upon every complaint, in the immediate presence 
of Him whOti^unofbers and keeps the tears of hts 
.children, and who delights to relieve and abuii- 
4antly^ bless. those that mourn. This is an un- 
speakable privilege, an4 it is ephanced by the 
promise that tho^e wha.sow in tears shall reap 
in joy. *< Light is sown for the righteous, and 
gladuess for the upright in, heart ;"t and to those 
who continue waiting upon God, we may conft- 
dently expect the dawniug of a brighter day. 
Already the light of the 3un of Righteousness 
begins to irradiate the gloom, and the gladdening 
hoFiau>n will proclaim that he is risen with healing 
ill |iiswiog9* Presently the dark clouds which 
now envelop you shall pi^ss away ; and your d^ys 
shall be like ^\ the clear shining of the jun aft^ 
r^H*"— *' Wait then upon the Lor^J: be Qf gooji 

*^M. Izii. 8. t Psa. xcvn. 11, 
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eourage, and he shall fltrcagdieii thine heart : 
wait, I say, on the LordU^'^ 

It is well that ^e are not left to ^lar own 
guidance,, and that all eventa are entirely re* 
rooi^ from the possibility (^ our eontroUiag 
them in opposition to the will of God. For, so 
averse is the heart to the salutary tfaonfh.unpa- 
ktdble diseiplioe of sutfering^ tfant if we could 
eataaupe the trials and the sorrows with wUeh a 
Jcind' Providenee enoempasses oipr path, we 
lAionld eagerly adept thoQfe meamraa whidi^ «p- 
pitetr to promise an immunity friom pain. Genld 
we choose the sphere in which we would movoy 
we should select a long and uninterrupted smsA 
of present ease and temporal wel&re ; we shcmUt 
]H^er a situation of respectability and affluence; 
and nothing but prosperous circumstances and 
unclouded prospects would enter into o«r caku^ 
lation. 

fiijrt our heavenly Father is too wis^ and good 
to trust us with the disposal of ourselves. Me 
liQOWs our feeble frame, and in tender pity ho 
appoints those chastisements, from which we in- 
deed should aMBk, but which are iMeeasftij for 
our jnresent happiness and eternal welfare. He 
Imows the ten^tations inseparably conneeted 
With a m of ease: and while we are sighing 
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aiter ndken, tnd kMMMir, and proapmty, k is 
appmntiDg n$ to £ye in poverty, obsenrity, and 
■UlirliM* It k most for his koaoor and our own 
foad tint ifa ahoald aot Mare in tbe aplm« on 
ifUkJi we may ha^ fixed our hearts, but wUidi 
is thieUy strewM with snares, and dangers, and 
tewptatiiMis^ 

And, indeed, it fdeased 6ed to make the €ap^ 
tain of our salvation J9«r/k^ ihf^ugh mi^/enng^* 
In a^Doat empbatie seaea, tbeife of the Author 
of CMnristiaaitynvas a hfe df saiiBring; aend JE& 
has ieft as an example of patienee and.ebe^** 
eiroe, wMfe he has smoothed the rugged way^ 
and divested it of its natire terrors, fay hariag 
pttrsnedthhf padi to heaven, wliere he now sits 
enthroned in light whidi is inaceessifala, and 
eaik his people to fbllow him. And if they 
would he with him where he is, wi^ sboald 
they hesttsie to tread in Us fiMfesteps, or fear 
the thot^y way f There is no aflKcticn or pri^ 
vation wfaieh the Chruitiaa is called to %nflA 
here, to which Jesus was a ^mm^r; for he has 
*^ bdme oar griefe and carried oar iafirmittes*^' 
Siaoe it has pleased ike Waiher to bruise him. 
Who was his only-begotlea Son, and who was 
eSf^aUy ihe object of his tenderest regard, it 
is not sarpriang tiuit his peo^ shenld be eatted 
to >diare tiie same burden, nor that they sfaoid^ 
efteem Jl light, and eaay to be home. 
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Besides/ be who knew the exfremies of htt* 
toan wo, has promised (after they hare sofftared 
awhile) rest Jbr the weary: he has invited tbe 
heavy-laden to hifmself, for he will give them 
peace and rest on earth by his presence, while ' 
he has prepared for t^na a CFown' of glory which 
fadeth not away in the mansions of the blessed : 
He knows that it is sin which invests afliction 
with its fearful aspect ; and that this ' is the 
grand mean of discover ii^, in the hearts of his 
children, the secret lurking-places and fastnesses 
of this cruel enemy. Were it not for the inftu'* 
ence of iiinover the heart, we should be enabled, 
in the exercise of faith, and hope, and patience^ 
to rejmce in tribulation ; we should no longer 
be averse to its corrective discipline, howev^er 
painful ; we should quietly rest ourselves in 6od| 
under every changing scene ; we should rejoiee 
in being counted worthy to suffer for his sake* 
But for the agency of sin, we should be bewiU 
dered by no cloudedn prospects^ we should be 
harassed by no distressing doubts and perplexi'^ 
ties ; we should be agitated by no fearful re- 
troispeet^ and we should be relieved from the 
recollection of mispent hours, cold aifectioos, 
and innumerable wanderings from the Rock of 
our salvation* These we contemplate as in a 
^eat degree the causes whi<di have rendered 
necessary the afiliction under which we suffer. 
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peace (^ miiid will be thus obtwned, in 
exchange for that feeble securitj which arises 
from distorted views of ourselves, oar prin- 
ciple, and conduct, or from carelessness and 
neglect. 

This tranquillity is confirmed by the aug- 
mented capacity of the mind for the enjoyment 
of the pleasures of religion. Suffering has an 
immediate tendency, not only to multiply the 
sources of our moral happiness, but to give such' 
an iucreased sensibility to the conscience, so much 
additional powel* of discrimination to the judg- 
ment, and of renewed fervour to the affections, 
that we become more careful in our walk and 
oenvetsation> more heavenly-minded^ more at-' 
iaohed to the ways of religion and the orades 
of divine truth; we increasingly fear sinning 
against Ood, and in walking more chrcumspectly 
we obtain peace. 

When afllictien Accomplishes the design with 
which God has commissioned it, it produces 
repentance and eontrition : for, *' behold this 
self-same thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly 
sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, 
what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indigna- 
tion, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, 
yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge!"* tn all 

»8COT*vfi.Jl. 
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lis, it to eTidenI, thaX repeitomte fiims iSm 
4irmadwQ«k of ibd superatructjue* and that 
' • Codly sorrow'' w tJMe great end mA design of 
sanolifijed alSbtiion^ It i» sio aloae wkwh re»* 
ders painful that mffering which is intended to 
daseover tp 119 it9 at^ret maligiiity and infliieace. 
Wq are pr^baUgr by oq me^an^ aware af ita 
QXle^ ; w« nay be slumbering in placid eas^ 
flattering awrsislv^ that we are tr aveUiiig vitb 
qar fae^ towexdis a heavenly world, and pfe*^ 
paring for H9 btecit. iQh<»ila»«e; whUe^ in fact^ 
we are wprofttaUe servants; while we coma 
iinder tJbe eurae denounced against these who 
ve ''at ea^ in. ^ion;'' while wo are^ naking 
no pf ogress ia the divine lifoy but are rather 
retrograde, than advaaeing day by day in thft 
knowledge and love of God ;. white we aire eos^ • 
slantly deviating from the line oC rectitude pre^ 
scribed by. the word of God, and while oui^ 
be^urts are estranged from the fountain^ living 
wafers by a thousand ci^es and solicitudes* 

But we are vi3ited by affliction ; we are brought 
acquainted wii^ enrselveB, and are obliged to fly 
far refuge to the oidy Source of real ecmfort ; 
the visionary &bric of our own righteousness 
is dissipated^ and we discover in oar bosonaus, 
il9tea4 ^ peace and holiness, nothing b^t folly, 
sin, and error. Our attention has been absorbed 
iiy objects of inferior ifliportaace| w:hile we have 
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scartely &Eed <Hie wiiiideriiig^4iffiNitioti upM God. 
We find much sin, where we had flincied there 
existed little else than purity ; and thus are we 
brought to repent and confess our sin to 6dd, 
and to seek his pardon through the sacrifice of 
a crucified Redeemer* We are awakened from 
a state of lethargy as to our present and future 
prospects, and obliviM of our past mercies, to 
a consciousness of our aberrations from God, 

It id well to contemplate the gracious Di^ 
penser of affliction, rathef than refer its origin 
to those ieeondary causei^ which are governed by 
the great First Cause. While we confine our 
views to the events which have been appointed to 
accomplish the Hrials with which We are visited, 
we shall be involved in endless perptexitiek. 
We shall, perhaps, regret that our coflduet has 
been instrumental in bringing about the veiiy 
cause of our sorrow ; and shall imagine a thou- 
sand neglectecl opportunities of having escaped , 
the present source of our afiliction. We shall 
be equally anxious to calculate the events to 
which this may give rise, to demise plangF where- 
by we may avoid oar burdens, and elude the 
consequences with which they are attended. 
Thus will the mind be harassed by eare, m l&og 
as its finite Views are engaged on the subject of 
its sorrow ; but when we regard a gracious God 
accomplishing his designs in us, through the 
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medium of his cha^ening providence, all is 
harmony and beauty. We admire his goodness 
in afflicting us, his compassion in soothing and 
alleviating our cares, his love in leading us to 
repentance, to a more intimate acquaintance 
with himself, and to a more complete knowledge 
of oiir own hearts. 

Jehovah is our refuge and strength, when '< the 
storm of the terrible ones is as a blast against 
the wall.'^ We learn our own helplessness and 
dependence, and we come to him as the only 
source of consolation: we raise the half-express^- 
ed desire to heaven, and he is ready to attend 
unto our cry. In his Own time, God will work 
deliverance for us, and he is willing to give us 
every consolation ; to heal our back-slidings, and 
afford us peace — ^a blessing infinitely greater 
than the possession we have lost, if, enjoged 
without the smiles of his* reconciled (k)unte- 
nance. 

Affliction invites us to pray to Ood for sup- 
port under our trials, and for their removal, 
when consistent with the will of their compas- 
sionate Author. If sorrow produces a good effect 
upon our hearts, and we derive any lasting ad- 
i^tage from suffering, one of the first lessons 
we shall learn, will be, the vanity and folly of 
boking to the creature for assistance and sup- 
jK>rt, and the danger qf placing our confidenoe 
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in any thing short of the consofing presence of 
6od« Our dearest earthly comforts are removed, 
and whither shall we go for consolation ? 

The toortd ean offer no equivalent for our loss; 
it ma^ indeed present its unmeaning condolence, 
it may invite us to join in its recif<;5ations, it may 
exhibit its pleasures as a source of peace. Bat 
if we are not yet throughly convinced of the 
emptiness of what the world calls pleasure, and 
the unsatisfactory nature of the happiness it 
affdfrds, we shall now be taught this important 
lesson ; for engaging in its proffered amuse* 
ments, and tasting all the happiness it boasts, 
we may indeed feel ita excitement for a time, 
but the result will be the dissipation of pain and 
mourning for a moment, only to recur with in- 
creasing violence ftom the exhaustion which the 
spirits have suffered, and ^m the conscious 
feeling, that here is no rest for the weary, no 
consolation for the distressed. We seek for 
peace, but rhere is none; for quietude, but it 
does, and in scenes like these ever will, elude 
our ptirsait. Society wilf not tolerate the feelings 
of the mourner, it will not indulge his gloomy 
speculations. This would cast a chilling damp 
upon its gaieties, and mildew all its pleasures. 
In society, the sorrowful must be gay, and con- 
tribute his share to the general hilarity : this he 
cannot da; and the powers^ of his mind are ew^ 

6* 
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feebled by the continued effort to wear a face ei 
pleasure with a heart of pain. 

Neither can he derive peace from pursuits of 
a literary nature. These may enliven his soli- 
tudoy and cheer his darkest hours, when held in 
subservience to objects of greater importance. 
They present a fiind of pleasure which .will 
never, cloy — an amusement which provides the 
capacity for its enjoyment, as well as the source 
whence it is derived ; and which is constantly 
increasing with every fresh acquisition of know* 
ledge. The mind of the man of taste is strength- 
ened and refreshed by reading ; and the sources 
of his pleasure are augmented by a thousand 
associations of which another is incapable : and 
the more amply this taste is indulged, the 
greater will be his sensibility, the more multi- 
plied and lasting will be his gratifications. Yet 
these pursuits are insufficient ; foir the time will 
arrive when they can no longer be enjoyed: the 
mind becomes fatigued from constant exercise ;t 
it loses its elasticity, and consequent power of 
action, from unremitting exertion, and is no 
longer capable of receiving pleasure from its 
' appropriate stimuli. A period of rest and re^ 
taxation is required, and where now will be 
found a refuge from the inroads of grief f What 
can quiet the troubled bosom during the sleeplesfl^ 
night f What can give peace to the agitated 
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heart) through the wearisome days of indisposi* 
tioD, or divert those cares which rob the mind ' 
of its power to enjoy literary pleasure f Some 
other source of comfort must be devised,; and 
yet there is none to which a rational being ca» 
resort for certain consolation. When his books 
fail of affording pleasure, (and they must 4ail, 
from the alliance of the powers of the soul with 
mortahty, and its consequent susceptibility of 
fatigue and exhaustion,) he has no refuge* 

But the \ mourner may seek for happiness ia 
the domestic pleasures which are still left him^ 
And yet, with the late instructive lesson fiill in 
his memory, of the uncertainty of domestic hap^ 
piness, it would be the extreme of folly to look 
for comfort from a source so frail, which a 
moment may destroy. Depending on the con- 
tinuance of the slender thread of life, which the 
motion of an atom may divide, and on an abso- 
lute freedom, in the social circle, from the 
slightest cause of infelicity, the foundation of 
domestic happiness has been undermined : and 
when the sufferer reflects, that perhaps only 
yesterday ^ was gratulating himself oa the 
uncloude4 sunshine of his days, cheered and. 
animated by that sun to his domestic system, 
which haid now suffered an eternal eclipse^ he 
cannot surely rest in this as a source of conso- 
lation. He may indeed rejoice in the comforts 



68 as THE ADVANTAGES OF SORROW. 

he has left, but he wHI, not seek them jEbr solict 
peaee g( mind. Thus is he taught the iinpossi-^ 
bility of the world's affording him happiness ; he 
learns tlmt the faseinating^ pursuits of literature 
will not procure his freedom^ from the itnroads of 
care ; and is guarded from esthnating too highly, 
and placing his affections too int^ely, on hii^ 
yet remainiiKg GCHmfortv. 

Whither, then, must he flee for rest and peace ? 
He is not left withoi:^ comfort and without hope, 
destitute of support and consolation, a prey to 
hopeless sorrow ! For there is a voice, saying,* 
" I am with you always: I will not leave yott 
comfortless. Peace I leave with you, my peace 
I give unto you : not as the world giveth, gire I 
unto you."* Religion is the only source of soUd 
peace. When,' and only when we eiqcqf these 
comforts, can we be happy in appealing to Hea- 
ven. Without a direct reference to* the^ Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter, as the author of serenity, 
we shall be unhappy : but if we trust in him 
alone for support, we shall be little anxious 
about coming events, fov we shall be possessed 
of that better part which can nev^r be taken 
from us. Come, then, to this source of every 
blessing, and with humble faith implore the 
IMvine Majesty for rest in kirn; pray for patience 

* Matt. xxm.3a; Jolm ziv. 27. 
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and resignation to his chastening hand, and 
entreat deliverance in his time only, and lyith 
entire sabmission to the guidance and disposal 
of Infinite Wisdom. Leaving yourself in his 
hands, you will be secure; your miad will be 
freed from corroding anxieties, and filled with 
that peace which passeth understanding. 

Another important lesson may be derived from 
this affliction, viz. the folly of placing our depen- 
dence on earthly cpmforts, and seeking happi- 
ness from any objects which do not raise our 
thoughts and affections far beyond the present 
passing scene. We are feelingly reminded that 
the comforts we eojoy are not our own, that they 
belong to God, that they are the product of his 
bounty; and that as he is almighty to bestow 
his blessings, so is he aUnmse to withdraw them 
for his own glory, or for our benefit. Mortality 
is sti^mped upon every enjoyment. A single 
inoment may dissipate ^11 our fairy scenes of 
happiness, and leave us without one ray of hope 
or comfort to be derived from inferior objects* 
God is our refuge during the storms of sorrow ; 
and since he is likewise the Author of every 
blessing, would it not. be wiser to rejoice ,in Ati», 
as our sun and shield, to protect us from danger 
during the hours of prosperity, and to guide oiir 
wandering feet f 

If our affections were but fixed half so caiH 



7D ON TH^ ADVANTAGES OF SORROW. 

nestly on the AuthcHr and Gtrer of every good 
and perfect gift, as they too frequently are ex- 
clusively on the gift itself, we should little fear 
the cares and troubles of life ; and our happiness 
would be established on a basis which death 
itself could not impair. But until mortality shall 
be exchanged for everlasting life, we shall carry 
about with us the evil tendencies of the heart ; 
and these will incline us from God, and fix our 
hearts on earthly objects and pursuits. Yet we 
should learn not to dote too intensely on the 
comforts we still enjoy, not to love these the 
more inordinately because we hdive fewer objects 
to engage our attention ; since this would be to 
defeat the great end of affliction, which is to 
wean our hearts from this world and its idols. 

The human mind is naturally disposed to 
expand its feeble powers in the exercise of be- 
nevolence to the creature simply, and to rest 
with delight on the objects which immediately 
surround it, rather than on God. Nor is this 
surprising: for, to love those with whom reci- 
procal acts of kindness are exchanged, requires 
no effort — ^it is natural, as to hunger or thirst ; 
and the mind is restless and uneasy, unless 
engaged with its favourite pursuit. But to love 
€k>d, and to prefer him, requires the habitual 
exercise of a superinduced principle, a principle 
of faith, a principle totally adverse to the bias 
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<xS tbe bumaB mind, and which graee alone caii^ 
implant. God is a Sfurit ; nor id.it easy, tiU we 
love him in sincerity, to fcnrm just conceptions of 
Ilim who ta infinite in bolinete, |)ower> and love; 
while the objects of earthly love are- preaei^ to 
onr sen^s,' and thus acquire an ascendancyi ^ 
commanding influence over the heart, which 
auns to be progressively increasing^ and woaU 
aspire to occupy the whote souL 

The world is the narrow circle in whkb we 
are appointed to naove, from the circnmfcireBce 
of whieh^ every thought^, feeling, and actioo; 
should converge to God; as its centre* . We ard 
leo much disposed to fix the world as the centre^, 
towards which- all our desires and affibctrona 
gravitate, and in wfaieh every thou^t and feel-<^ 
ing, drawn from the circnmfereiH^ of action^ 
should meet and rest* We forget that the pre- 
sent is a season of prepsgratioo for a future state. 
We lose sight of the great design of living, the 
promotk)n of the glory of God, in the indulgefnce 
of selfish gratification: we forget that we are hid 
creatures, and we live as if we ftHrmed ourselves, 
mnd were our owm 

Even supposing we acknowledge our depen- 
dence upon God, his sovereign authority over us, 
his entire property in us, and that he is entitled 
to our supreme regards ; yet we shall find, that 
prevailing Earthly Machments exert an injurious 



\ 
\ 



7Q ON THE ADVANTAGES OF SOREOW. 

influence oyer the mind. They dispute the posf 
session of the heart with (be Lord of Hosts, and 
ehallenge their full share of the affections. The 
Christian's love grows cold, and consequently his 
vitality inert. He is no longer active and zealous 
in the cause of religion, but imagines a thousand 
excuses fbr indolence : he is no longer diligent 
in the discharge of his duties, and lightly esteems 
the worship of the Most High* In secret, he is^ 
disinctined to inquire into his motives, and to 
examine the ]^inciples of bis conduct; in his 
intercessions, he is lifeless and formal ; his bosom 
is filled with worldly projects, and his time occu- 
pied with tbe selfish enjoyment of his unnumbered 
mercies. He forgets the hand which provides 
even these, and .looks no farther than to secpnd- 
ary causes as their origin. He sel<kHn think« 
about religion, and when he does, it is more as a 
matter of speculation than as the grand pursuit 
of his whole life. He readily admits excuses for 
the deipeliction of duty, and can scarcely find 
time for any engagement which does not directly 
or remotely tend to strengthen his attachment 
to earthly objects. He thinks, .speaks, and acts 
a^ a good citizen of this world, and not as one 
who is mindful of <' that better country," to which 
it should be his great aim t6 hasten. Christianity 
may be kept alive in such a heart as this, but it 
cannot grow and fioiirish : it may> indeed> put 
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jfbrth the sickly leaves and vori^^ated hoes of 
profession ; but it cannot produce good fruit to 
the praise and glory of God* > 

Heaven should be the Christian's home, and 
God the great source and object of his delight* 
The duties of religion should engage his whble 
soul ; and its pleasures, its oonsolations, and iti' 
prospects should so fill the hearty as tioi leavft 
little room for die caprices of earthly love. Yet 
it is obvious that this is quite impossible, virhen 
the mind is fidly occufned with the eoncermi, and 
the heart solefy lAsorbed 1^ the amotions of 
mortality; and that in proportion as thif is tha 
case, so will the growth and exercise ctChfwitiam 
principle be stunted and repressed. 

Hjeaven4M>rn Chri^ianity cannot be niade to 
flourish in an earthly soil* The warm hue of 
this sickly exotic proclaims that it is ^^ ready to 
die,'' and that the only method of preserving iti 
vitaMty, is to cut it down, andri»nove it to a 
situation more congenial with ifs nature. This 
is God's gracious ' design in Bending affliction. 
Ab a tender husbandman, he looks upon every 
^nt in his vineyard; he perceives' that th^ro 
are some which are mckly and; tmfruitful ; yet he 
does not destroy them, but gradbttsly T^aoves 
the sspil into which they have wandered, that by 
rooting more dee(dy in their native plain, and de- 
riving their support from its pure jouree, they 



1 



74 ON THE ADVANTAQfiS Of fiORAOtTi. 

may bud, blossom, and bring forth fruit to his 

glory- 
A compassionate Jehovah sees the injurious 

influenoe of creature attachments ; and to yvaxn 
us of our danger, he kindly takes away their ob->. 
ject ; and is thus pleased to weaken our interest 
on earth, and strengthen our desires after him* 
self. He knows precisely where our affections 
ure'most deeply fized : and as he will not tolerate 
a rival in our hearts, he beneficently removes 
the idol ; and thus informs us at once, that we 
were inordinately attached to present scenes^^ 
declares the sin for which |ie afflicts us, and 
invites us jto himself as an all-sufficient portion^ 
As our hearts become detached from earth, so 
will they be fixed in heaven ; and thus every pur- 
pose is most kind^ effected through the' agencgr 
of sorrow* Divine goodness commissions afflic- 
tion, to divest the world of its enchantments, to 
umafisk its delusive features, strip its pleasures 
of the glittering 1;insel in which they are arrayed 
disdose its real nature, and unvail its hidden de* 
formities* > We are enabled to look on its pass- 
ing scei^s with composure, and candidly to ac- 
knowledge its emptiness, its entire unworthiness 
4}t our affections. Our thoughts are abstracted 
from its vanities, and our conviction is deepened 
of the infinite importance of eternal objects. 
While suffering is rendered useful to convince 
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the judgment, it is equally powerflil to eorreet 
Che heart, to restore its obliquities, and lead it 
to drink deeply of the spirit of the Saviour. 
This end is accomplished by discovering to us 
its corruptions, and their secret influence on the 
conduct of the life. During the halcyon days of 
prosperity, perhaps we made few inquiries oon- 
cerning its state ; we conceived all was going on 
well, because we were in peace; and we were 
so dazzled by the brilliance of our prospects as 
to be unable to discern the deviations we had 
gradually, though insensibly, made from the 
narrow path of rectitude. But when we feel the 
weight of sorrow, we begin to scrutinize within; 
and we are struck by the existence of palpable 
deformities, which we had overlooked before, or 
even mistaken for excellencies. We become ae^ 
quainted with ourselves, and with our distance 
from the pure standard of divine truth. We 
rise from these humiliating considerations, with 
mournful reflections on the past, but ^fith fixed 
determination to oppose these very corruptions, 
in the strength of divine grace ; and are stimu- 
lated to seek after greater attainments of holi- 
ness, and to walk in the fear of the Lord. 

It is justly observed in medicine, that thu 
knowledge of a disease is more than half its cure* 
So it is with the mind* It will slumber in seca- 
rity> unconscious of evil ; but when awakened by 
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sorrow, it discoyers the secret pervermty of iu 
c^tio0s, and is animaied to oppose its wandeT- 
togs. The principles of divine grace are called 
into more vigorous exercise: and as one devia- 
tion from the path of rectitude paves the way 
for another, and successively renders oppositicm 
to evil less and less energetic and effective, so 
will the foundations of virtue be strengthened by 
exercise ; the delusive flatteries <^ vice and of the 
world will each day exert an inferior influence'; 
and at the same time, opposition ta their power 
will be daily increased and rendered more suo- 
cessful, ti)l it ripens into a habit, the involuntary 
product of an active principle! inwrought into 
the soul, and interwoven with the life* 

Thus is the heart prepared for greater attain 
meats in piety and knowledge, and strengtheiiiMl 
to eqoy the smiles of prosperity without danger, 
and to encounter the frowns of adversity with* 
out dismay : whilst, by discovering how great are 
its propensities to evil, affliction excites a fear of 
ii^ending God, and wandering from his way, and 
A » admirably calculated to preserve the Christian 
from falling into the snares of his subtle adver- 
sary. He is taught to avoid whatever may have 
even a remote tendency to irritate his sorrow ; 
he is desirous of not offending God, and therer 
finre prays, and earnestly strives, to behave witb 
idei^est and gentleness, and submission to the 
will of Heaven. 
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AfBiction is the means of perfecting the 
Christian's character : dteprived of its animatiDg* 
influeince, he would lose much of the worth of 
his greatest pleasures, and would be debarred 
from attaining the most valuable principles. It 
is an affecting proof of the depravity of human 
nature, that we so frequently need this painful 
exerdse to remind us of our duties and of our de- 
pendence upon God, to excite our diligence and 
quicken our exertiond in the cause of Christ, to 
teach us the important lesson of t>ar mortafit7,and 
the necessity of being active while it i» yet day, 
since the '^night cometh, when nomkU'Can work.*' 
It is a proof of the loving-'kindness.of God to 
his people, that when he sees tbem> wandering 
from himself, the fountain <^ blessedness, he 
should graciously recall thera> for he chastens 
us in love) his ^rrections are lighter than our 
sins ; he compassionates our helpless conditioar^ 
«nd, while he suits his meroies to our sorrowing 
state, he causes us tofeel only just so much as 
will excite us to lift up> our hearts to Mmseif. 
The wicked enjoy his common favours ; but it h^ 
for the good that he^ reserves bis choicest bless- 
ings, and particularly' those of an afflictive 
nature. While '^ our Father which is in heaven*' 
is governed, as to the nature and weight of our > 
trials, by the^most enlarged affection, he has an 
ospecild regard to our good, isdnce he admimstepsi.' 
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a degree <»f eorr^ctipn epmoieiMunKt^ with the 

«tiifl to l3i(e accQmpU0beil; rei^en Wiaak« as mpre 

wi9e» mora humble, poore Iioljrj .^oore tepiebaUe 

'ft^ childltliey mwe ^epeadest updii liu9> more 

devoted to his service. He does not wantooljr 

or uDneceasarily inflict pain, but to quiekea m 

in tjhe exer^se of faith, and hope, and ev^ry 

irirtuoua active priadpLe. He would have i|s to 

4mow ioore of himself, aod to grow in confor* 

jnity with the image of oar Redeemer* He 

'wills that our nnderstandiBgs should be ealairged 

to see more beauty in the Saviour, that our 

hearts shmild be expanded, and our affections 

guided by his love; that our principles jhould 

be tried and established ; and that the love of 

holiness should be more deeply written in our 

■practice. He aims to mahe us active and jealous 

Christians, that we may show forth his praise and 

prove the sincerity of our attachment to hiK cause. 

This great end is aecompUshed by. exciting 

in as an truest diligence to search and try our 

becu^s and thoughts, our dispositions and actions,! 

and to see that they be right with God* Tl^s 

eireufnstanee alone would render affliction un* 

spe^nbly valuable; because it is only by a dis- 

taat and confuse^ view of our conduct that w^ 

fre so frequently deceived as to our motives 

an4 principles; while we discover^ on closer 

.inspections that these are very unlike what we 
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imA expected* - Froffi a diataiwe we 1ii9bpl4 ft 

attire; <aaid we are induced to imagioe tlu|t 
nothiAg but beauty and e^DQeUeDee joan hew be 
traced; tfaat .90 ye^ootoua reftile lurks alei^ 
the verdant plain; that no poisonous «bru)b 
gxows unseen beneath the protectioa of the 
stately .oak \ and that the stillness which rejga/i 
around is 9eyer interrupted by the aec^ts of 
distre^&i but only by the soft niurinurifliga pi^ 
distant stream. 

In the dream of imaginatioui we conceive 
that happiness reigns in the sequestered cot^ 
whose issuing isipioke inibrins us of the abode of 
man ; and that innocence and joy ace alone in- 
habitants of Hfx^ peaceful region. Yet how dif- 
ferent, and how distant from the truth is thjis 
idea! A closer iasp^ctiojipi wiU discover much 
to deplore — ^much to dislike* So it is with out- 
salves : we appear best^ plax^ed with our owp 
features at a distance, while a more intimate 
acquaintance toings tp our sight many an un* 
subdued passion, many a , turbulent and sinfi^l 
thoi^ht, many an earthly bias, and a thousand 
evils, which would,, have escaped unseen, but for 
the afflictive event which has induced us to look 
within our own bosom, and to seek acquaintance 
with our owniiearts* Perhaps mueh^ thought- 
lessness and levity have hitherto marked ou|r 
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conduct ; and that cheerfiibiess whicH the genrm 
of Christianity demands, has too frequently de* 
generated into an offensive iilconsideration. 
Affliction tends to weaken the influence of this 
failing, and to show us the value of sobriety and 
vigilance. 

If we bear correction as we ought, if we are 
desirous of reaping the benefit intended by God, 
we shall be brought to inquire into his design : 
and li)esides, the necessary consequence of this, 
trial, and its attendant temporary abstraction 
from our customary pursuits, is, that we are 
obliged to commune with our own hearts ; and 
it is almost impossible not to be engaged oh suck 
occasions with the most serious thoughts. Nor 
can we again very readily lose the impression; 
we carry it along with us into the world, and our 
whole conduct and intercotirse with it is tinged 
with seriousness, not with the mere influence of 
depressed spirits, not with the simple feeling of 
our present loss, nor with the moroseness of the 
sohtary, but with serious cheerfulness, arising on 
the one hand from a view of the importance of 
aflliction, and on the other, from reflection on 
the consoling ray with which Christianity cheers 
and illumines our prospects. 

Affliction, when it is well sustained, affords 
the means of i^iprovin^ every part of the Chris* 
liau eharftctejr. It is a discipUne which, l^ 
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praftiBg reduodancieAf discovering aad heaUag 
diseaseg, and exciting and encouraging languid 
actions and dormant jHriociples, diffuses its in- 
fluence over the heart, and consequently shows 
itself in the life, in more correct and energetic 
practice, more diligence, more of the Christiaa 
spirit, and of resemblance to the Christian's 
great and perfect Exemplar, more entire devoir 
edness to the service of the Most Hi|^. 

The great design of the Christian's life should 
fa^ tp promote the glory of God> and extend the 
' limits of his kiilgdom. And yet how feeble his 
exertions ! how cold and lifeless his endeavoursi 
how inftdeqttate to the nmgnitude of the design 
to' be accomplished ! There is none who does 
all that he might and ought to do in this great 
cause : and how many are conte^ to hide their 
talent in a napkin, to sepulchrate their influ- 
ence, and to attempt nothing towards the at- 
tainment of an object so magnificent! 

Afflicttoh, by promoting a habit of self-inspeo- 
tion, produces a conviction of our unprofitable- 
ness, leads us to set a greater value on i^ligion^ 
and to venerate more highly its gracious Author: 
whilst, by teaching us the vanity and insuffi^ 
ciency of the joys and proi^pects of the present 
life, it. weans our hearts from the wo^ld* ^^r 
iS^ebtes our attachm^'M^ ^ iM scenes, brings t^ 
4»ur view# ^ ci!#iri|.of jojr rfsei^v^ In MKivep 
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fdr*those who lore and serve God; and thus ha» 
a direict tendency to elevate our thoughts above 
the feelings and maxims of the day, and teaches 
us to seek guidance and direction from the God 
of all grace, with the humble desire of being 
entirely devoted to his service. 

In the exercise of this prindple we are iiot 
simply desirous of being employed actively in 
the execution of his purposes : but if he pleases 
to place us in obscurity, 'to thwart our schemes 
of active duty, and to try the fixedness of our 
trust in him, by requiring us to surrender, not 
only ourselves, but all our concerns, all we arOf, 
and have, and think, and feel, and do, to his 
Will, we are prepared to yield submissively to his 
disposal. There can be no such thing as reser- 
vation here; God will have the whole heart, and 
will not endure its partition by a rival. 

This devotedness of the heart to God is not 
an occasional impulse, but a constant principle 
of action; it d6es not consist in any outward 
•sign, which may be assumed to-day, and laid 
aside to-morrow ; it does not extend to one part 
of the conduct only, while the- rest is tinctured 
with the wild impulse of ungoverned passion ; 
it does not show itself in some particular instan- 
ces, while the general disposition of the mind is 
averse to God; but it. j>roduce8 consistency of 
•^iiduct and of feehsg; it implies aad giv^s^ 
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Bttch a degree of firmnesd and of fixednQflsi* to 
the character, as. to lead ks aspirations more 
habitually to hearen, to pf^pare the Christian 
for every event, and to enable him to praise 6od» 
and to wcdk oootintudly with bim. 

If sttch be the advant^es ^f sorrow, who 
would not ^^ choose rather, to suffer affliction 
with the pe<^le of God, than to enjoy the plea- 
sures of sin for a season?"* Who would not 
deliberately prefer suffering, with all its inestim- 
able benefits, to a life of ease and security, and 
present uncertain pleasure f Inasmuch as eter* 
miy is longer than time, the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity are to be preferred to the maxims of the 
world, and *'the sufferings of this present time^ 
which are but for a moment, work out for us 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory ;"t 8oisafflictionto.be preferred as the 
means of preparing us for heaven, and exciting 
us to'love him in whose fjsivour is life, and whose 
service is perfect freedom. If we *' endure pa« 
tiently," we shall' inherit the promise : forget- 
ting this world and its allurements, we shall be 
quickened in our progress towards heaven, and 
stimulated to ^'lay up our treasures there^ where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, nor thiever 
break through and steal."t 
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How carefully should wo pray a^ll atrive after 
a proper improyement 6f sorrow, that tkis may 
prove a source of consolation, and of joy dft* 
qpeakable and fuU of glory, in the anticipatioii 
of being soon landed on the blissful shores ^of 
immortality ! Whilst, however, we reflect with 
deiigbt on the adysuitages to be deriired front the 
influence of aflliction, we must not forget, the 
guilt we shall incu^, if we despise this abundant 
source of blessing— <*if we neglect its warninga^ 
and are heedless i^ the instruction it afibrds* 
No benefit will accrue from suffering, if it be 
not imp'OTed* Then, indeed, affliction would be 
unspeakably painful:, we should suffer equally, 
and, perhi^, more, without any title to the 
consolations jNrovided for those who mourn in 
Zion, and at the same time we should incur the 
just anger of God, in refusing to Msten to his 
voice, and to come to him, tiiat **we might hare 
life*** If the affliction und<ar whidi we groan do 
not detach us from the woarUr^ it do not 
weaken the influence of sin, and inrigorate the 
principle of piety in our hearts, we lose a bless- 
ing <* which is better than riches: and all the 
linngs that may be desired, are noi to he comr 
pared with it."* 

* PiOT, iii. 15. 



8S 



CHAPTER V. 

ON SELF-EXAMINATIOBI. 



If tlie iniuenee of affietion be thua exteiMhre» 
mad its advantaf es 00 iH^orlant ; if our etemid 
welfare be eoimeded with its impvovMnent ; bmA 
if there be a danger of foregoing thene adyant- 
ages, it is necessary to ascertain whether wo are 
veiaping ike imtrmetkm detigmed iy tki$ mowm 
fid.ewni. To rest in aneertaintj where the 
interests ci eternity are eoneerned is irrational ; 
and at this season ci solitude, the inquiry weH 
befits OS, What are w6 the better for our sor- 
rows?-*-A mie^i^e on this 8ttfa|ect may be of uh 
finite consequence, and, therefore, the greatest 
care and diligence should be observed in the 
scrutiny* 

If it be true, that the foundation of all usefid 
knowledge most be knd in an acqaaintanee witil 
osorseWes; and if it be granted, thai we are in- 
diapoeed to thd fuUUmeot of this duty, because H 
leads us to be dissatisfied widi our aetiow^ it 
is the more necessary that we seriously prosecute 

th^ inquiry as in the presence of Him who 

8 
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searches the heart and tries the rekis of tb^ 
children of men; and that we do not cease to 
examine ourselves, while we entertain a doubt 
of the integrity of our conduct. 

He who is a €fod of love does not Willingly 
aiSict his people : infinite wisdom and infinite 
goodness influence his derisions, and his decrees 
are exectited with an especial regard to mercy. 
Hence, there can be no question but that the. 
p^seitt «cene of distress is commissioned to ac- 
eomptisfa some wise purpofe; and perhaps, by a 
little attention, it may not be difficult to distcover 
the particular design. Yet, if this were not the 
ease, when we look into our hearts, and observe 
9o much evil constantly springing up ; when we 
detect so much attachment to the world, and 
alienation from God ; we cannot be at a loss to 
perceive the necessity for some great chai%e, 
that we may be made holy and acceptable in his 

sight. 

^ Wherefore should a living man comj^ain 
•*^ man for the punishment of his sins f Let 
tis search and try our ways, and turn again to 
the Lord."* This is precisely the frame of mind 
in which we should meet affliction. Conscious 
of our sinfulness and manifold infirmities, that 
we deserve to suffer the wrath of God, and that 

" * Lun. iii. 39, 40. ^ 
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it is of kiB infinite mercy we are yet the living 
to seek him, we should not venture to apiN'oach 
him with complaints ; we should be humbled 
under the mighty hand of Grod, and be stimulated 
to inquire^ whether we have chosen the Lord as 
OUT God; and if so, wherein we have deviated 
from his ways^ that we may turn unto him with 
the whole heart. 

'* Show me wherefore thou contendest with 
me,"* should be the language of our minds: 
'We may not rest contented with a genieral ac- 
knowledgment of our f infulness, nor be satisfied 
with a cold and languid confession of our hard- 
ness of heart, and of our proneness to wander 
from Godvi This, alas ! is too frequently the 
'mind's sttbterfuge, to escape that piercing: strU* 
tiny which will reveal what is wished to be for- 
gotten : it is an attempt to lose in generalizatioa 
the peculiar features of the present trial* 

God afflicts his children only when chastise" 
ment is most required ; and hence we may often 
discover in the nature of the trial an indication 
of its design^ and of th^ evil to which it is opposed^ 
Self-examination, in proportion as it brings us 
acquainted with our own hearts, leads us to 
entertain higher thoughts and juster conceptions 
of the majesty, power, and goodness of God. 

*Jobx,2t 
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We ean no longer allow the intmsiott of doabc 
resfiecling hb wisdom, mercy, or lore, because 
we find so muck that is arerse from him, and 
^ hateful in his sight. We can enumerate so many 
provocations against his gtorions majesty, so 
many offences against his patience and forbear*^ 
ance, and such a distance from the standard of 
purity he has exhibited for our imitation, that 
we are constrained to acknowledge the justice 
of hit displeasure) his wisdom in correcting us, 
that he may recall our wandering footsteps to 
his ways, and supply us with the consdations of 
his grace. 

We are placed in the world, in a situation of 
trial and of danger, in the midst of our fdbw* 
crcatpres, in the relation of sodal brings ; imd 
we have all some part or other to perform on 
tOiis wide theatre. Since we are naturally al^ 
Irabted by the jnresent scenes, and necessarify 
imd lawfully engaged in our several stations, it 
is usdttl to examine, whether we have estimated 
the world and its possessions in a proper light, 
or whether, on the contrary, these have not 
occupied too much of our time, and pre-engaged 
our thoughts. 

We are conounanded to be '^ active in business,"*' 
but at the same time fervent in spirit ; and it is 
obvious that a degree of diligence in the former, 
which interferes with the right perfi^rmanee of 
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religious duties, and infringes on the time allotted 
for the peculiar service of God, or which renders 
us unfit for the exercise of that worship which 
should be our delight, must b^ proscribed. Ex- 
cessive anxiety about the cares and pursuits of 
this life, is an insurmountable barrier to the 
maintenance of vital religion in the heart* 
Worldly solicitude slowly preys upon the spirits* 
andj by depre^ing the powers of the mind, 
prevents its looking up to God, and deriving its 
happiness from his service. It securely takes 
its root in the very basis of the heart : there it 
vegetates and sends forth its shoots : these grow 
and entwine themselves around its surface, till 
at lei]|gth they meet and inosculate, and thus 
repress its few And feeble efforts to send one 
lingering wish on high. 

This effect will be produced, when presieni 
anxiety is suffered to oppress the mind and 
obscure its perceptions; when the soul no longer 
feels the delight whiich it once e!xperienc^d in 
contemplating the wonders of God's providence, 
and tracing his gracious and affedtionate hand 
in all the acts of his goodness, a;id is incapable 
of appreciating the value of his preserving and 
sustaining moscy^ When the mind ceases to 
contemplate these interesting scenes with plea- 
sure, and is absorbed with worldly projects and 
desires, then it is that, no longer directed to 

' 8» 
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ibek proper oljeett tbe iffeclioiis wander from 
Odd: tfaey diverge from their aative centre, and 
tiie J fall irregi^rly cm wmto inferior object ; in^ 
asinuch as any thing short of the goodneifs and 
A^ majesty of heaven is undeserving supreme re- 
gard. The views are no longer directed towards 
the ^ies; but, on the contrary, the distant 
^impses which are caught at intervals of a 
world to come, are illuminated only by the feeble^ 
glimmering, and uncertain light of reason ; the 
desires are faint and languid ; the heart no hmger 
l^ats responsive to the stimulus it should receive 
/from contemi^ting the love of God ; while aU its 
powers, and energies, and activity, are concen- 
Irated on some present good of little real value. 
Perhaps, tooi we may be pursuing an unlawful 
ebject : not only one which absorbs our thongks 
and affections, but which engages them in direct 
hostility to the commands o£ God. We are 
heaping up riches, and may be little scrupulous 
about the means of obtaining tWm, while God 
says, '* Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
tarth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal : but lajr 
tip for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, nor tfaievea 
break through and steal"* While he comflMUida 
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lU td '' seek firit the kingdom of God and hit 
righteoufliiesBy"* we kwie sight of those grand 
objects, and pursue the attainment of present 
good-^HrioheSy Jionoiir, or reputation. 

This injurious influence exerted upon the heartt 
is visible in Ae life. We hare no longer Chris- 
tianity in its lorely, active form* There isy 
indeed, a name to lire, tiut there is no vitality. 
The character, the hopes, the joys, the principles* 
and the prospects of the aspirant of heaveUt are 
inerged in the unde6tted and doudy views of 
the man of the world. The present world ia his 
element : in it he lives, and breathes, and acts ; 
but take him from his busy scenes to his chamber, 
how cold his heart ; Jiow feeble, formal, and ttft- 
fek are his addresses to the God of grace ; how 
diminutive his exertions in the cause of religion, 
when contrasted with his general activity ! His 
conduct is influenced not by th^ pure standard 
of divine truth, but by worldly maxims and 
motives of expedienqr and policy, while it ceases 
to be characterized by that genuineness of prin- 
ciple which distinguishes the activity of the 
humble follower of Jesus. 

This state of mind is hateful to God, who 
wills that his creatures should live as candicLatee 
^ a future, better world, and should show forth 
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. his glory on earth. And yet, so insidious is ]t» 
attack, so measured and cautious are its ap- 
proaches, that the mind may be wholly pre- 
occupied with the I'j^orld, before we are sensible 
of having lost our first love. Can there be a 
question, then,' of the necessity of self-examina- 
tion, that we may ascertain whether we^ have 
declined from the i^ays of Xrod, and ha^e turned 
aside to other paths? If this be our case, it 
becomes us to balance the pleasures and pursuits 
of this life with the favour of heaven, and ask 
whether the former are deliberately to be pre- 
ferred? Ill a season of affliction, we shall as- 
suredly answer in the negative; and thus shall 
we learn the relative value of present and eternal 
considerations; we shall discover our own un- 
happy choice ; we shall repent, remember whence 
we are fallen, and, in the strenjgth of divine 
grace, we shall do " the first works." 

But^ again, are our atta^chments fixed on 
things above, or upon things on the earth ? Man 
is a rational being ; but he is so situated in this 
world, that the grefeit basis of bis happiness is 
made to consist in the exercise of the social 
affections. The Almighty has'' beneficently im- 
jrianted in his breast a desire to promote the 
halppiness of those who are dear to him, and 
has imparted to this principle such a degree of 
influence over his conduct, that it gives a peculiaot 
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^character to his acUoiis. As the naiiid expomb, 
the benevolent qrmpathied are evolved ; during 
a state of infaney their influence is circumscribed; 
but soon the exercise of filiid, ' strengthened by 
fraternal love, is expanded into the fulness of 
that bepevolence which stamps the miqd with 
peculiar beauty and excellence* Allewed, how* 
ever, to range through the wide £eld (rf* knoW'- 
ledge and of society, there are some objects, 
whicby by possessing a greater number o( affini- . 
ties with bis character, will necessarily attract 
and engage the attention moro than others, and 
finally enlist the heart in the choice. flen<^ the 
«ri|3n of friendship and love, and of that deUgfal 
which arises from ihe communibn of kindhrel 
souls, in pursuit of the same great objects, audi 
guided by the same immutable principles. • 

White the affectiensj when rightly directed, 
flsay lead us to greater activity in the service of 
morality and religion ; so it must be confessed, 
that they have a natural tendency topre-occupy 
the heart, and abstract its allegiance from God. 
Though just and pure in themselves, yet, by 
aiming no higher than their immediaie obfect^ 
they become so concentrated upon it, as to be 
very little capable of more extensive and exalted 
action^ and often prove the m^ins of alienating 
the heart from the pursuit of virtue. Bot God 
is a jealourGod ; and aa the supreme goodb ^ 
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requires our hearts to be placed on hrm, and is 
angry when they are directed from him. He 
will not tolerate a rival in our bosoms, and if 
we inordiiiately lave the creature, we put this 
•bject inthe room of the Creator ; we substitute 
an idol for the true God, and worship with our 
hearts a poor imperfect Creature, whose every 
excellence is derived from the infinitely just and 
ho^y God. . ■ , ■ 

As Grod demands the heart,' and is provoked 
when it is bestowed upon another, so he ift 
sometimes induced to remove from our tsiglrt 
the endeared object which has thus proved the 
tH^casiion of weaning us from him&elf, instead of 
exciting our gratitude towards him.' Has this 
been the case with usf Has not the beloved 
object (tf our fbnd solicitude proved the occasion 
of dividing our hearts, and abstracting our 
thoughts and affections from pursuits of infinite 
and supreme importance ? Hihre we not rested 
in the pleasantness and excellence of the gift» 
while we have forgotten from whom it was 
derived? Have we not been overwhelmed with 
anxiety for its welfare ? Have we not made the 
enjoyment qi its society our home — our refuge f 
^ When care and sorrow have invaded our bosoms, 
have we not sought the oblivion of our grief in 
the delightful intercourse of chastened affection f 
yea» has not oar hairiness 'consisted in thi«, 
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while we faavb fcHrgotten to dioose God as otir 
portion, to seek bis guidance, and come to him 
as our only substantial good f The continuance 
of present scenes has been all our desire; we 
have felt as if nothing could blast our hairiness 
or destroy our pleasures. Yet God has shown 
us that we are in his hands ; he has smitten our 
pleasant flower, and dissipated all ^our fairy 
sceiies of present peace. 

. And has Hot his conduct in this instance been 
marked by merciful loving^kindness f He is 
teaching us that no lasting happiness is to be 
found oh earth, and that heaven alone is om 
homev He perceives that we are satisfied with 
our present comforts, and wisely directs t}^ 
removal of these intervening objects, in Order 
that we may practically learn the transitory^ 
fleeting nature of terrestrial joys, and be ooar 
strained to place our hopes above. Earnestly 
then should we strive to reap the beosifit.crf' tli^ 
lesson thus painfully inculcated. 

In the present dark and clouded season, ^very 
object will assume an af^arance differing from 
its late fascinating hue. A tender fisither., is 
manifesting the insufficiency of Ifais world, to 
satisfy the desires of an immortal mind ! You 
expand your heart, and pla^e your affectioQs 
on. the creature of a day ; but in an unexpected 
isoment, death snatches away your dearest 
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iMtidf ftBd yon are coiiTiBGed of Um ftitilhy of 
«3qpeoCiiig abi^g felicity from aa^ bbfeet so 
Qfieeitain in its continuance. While ybn.enjoyed 
its preeence, you wished for nothing more; bat 
you now find a void, which no reodQeedon of 
past . happiness can fill f and you are cfaiTen to 
seek from some other source the ^tid pease 
you hare loftt. Thus, while you lear|i the inca^' 
pacity of the creature to make you substantially 
happy» you are instructed in the allHsuffieieney 
of a Saviour ; for, even under these distressing 
drcumstances, he is present with you ; he puts 
wnderneath yon liis everlasting arms; he offers 
himself to your acceptance as a God of mercy 
and love ; and he i;ivites you to put your whole 
trust in him. Exquisitely dear to the heart as 
is the reodleetion of past scenes of love, yet they 
wU now i^ppear as miiq)ent hours, because they 
have induced you to neglect the Lord your God ; 
and the more poignant your grief, the greater 
will be your desire to tive in future to his glory. 
There is no dtvidinjg the heart between God 
and his gifti; yon cannot eA the same time lore 
hoA the one and the other supremdy. The 
human heart* is so formed^ or perhaps charae-^ 
terieed by its fieiUen state, that it would aim to 
share ita powers between God and the creatvrei 
hotitis-impossible. ]tf the latter be l0ved«9M%, 
it will be loved superhttiveior. The only dmaet 
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of safety is when lore to the oreatare is entei*-' 
taiaed in direct subsemenee to tbe will of God* 
ttf then^ by thi^ self'-inspecfion, we learn th^ 
iiio^inate wanderings af present affection, w^ 
shall be desirous of transferring aU the loT<e 
which we once sinftiUy placed on our lost relative 
to the Sationr, who is the fountain of all good^ 
ness ; we shall be de^lrons of seeking him, as 
the supreme object of our delight, and shall 
iafnestly pray for «lfe assistance of his Spirit, to 
enable ns to choose him as our chief good, and 
onr allH9ufficient poition. 
' This k not a place of rest Hitherto, wo 
lutve derived our happiness from terrestrial conit^ 
forts; we hove calculated on th«r continuant, 
and we faa^e widied no chat^e : we have fondfy 
ima^ned that die Iwb huppy scones would net 
be di«sipat«d till a period most remote, and we 
have been contented to seek no other home. 
Tbe iBti^ral beauties of the domestic, small, but 
pet{&ct «irde> hate been our paradise of earthfy 
bins. Here we have enjoyed all that hea^t 
could wish) Of a fond imagination realize, when 
depleting its fi&iry prosp^ts of felicity ; and we 
have forgotten that this ill but the journey to an 
^tefelfial World, or that We are travellers to a 
heavenly state« We have slumbered on the lap 
of eaif^, tOkd our life hai^ be^n but as a dream of 
perfect pleasure ; we are now awakened to the 

9 
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consciousness of our delusion; and while We 
regret tjie visionary fabric that has passed away^ 
we a^e fcrt-cibly reminded of its original instability 
aiid emptiness : we estimate these only as they 
deserve, we find mutability stamped on every 
thing human» and our only hope of tranquillity 
is derived from seeking an acquaintance with 
that everlais^ing blessedness ^ the righteous, 
which we should be preparing to enjoy* Wh(^ 
wc look at the Christian, and recollect that it 
should be his delight to be conformed to the 
image of his Redeemer ; when we remember, 
that in tins world the Son of Man had not where 
io lay his head, that he was despised and rejected 
of men, and forsaken even by his disciples in 
the hour of peril; surely we should be ashamed 
of assuming this for our resting^{rface, when we 
should be striving to inherit his kingdom, and to 
be with him where he is, there to behold his glory ! 
Again ; the great God, who first breathed into 
man the i^irit of life, who endowed him with 
rational faculties, and gave him an immortal 
soul, has conferred upon each one of his crea* 
tures some varied and peculiar talents, which, 
in their different measures, all are ^directed to 
improve, and exercise in his service, and to his 
honour : the greater, therefore, o\ir talents, the 
gr^ater will be the sin of perverting or neglect- 
ing tjpem. 
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If we possess talents, and are indifferent to 
their cultivation and employment, we are un- 
profitable servants ; and if we pervert them by 
lending their influence to the cause of sin and 
error, we are doubly criminal ; for it is hardly 
possible to calculate th^ extent of the injury thus 
inflicted on the interests of truth. There is a 
serious responsibility attached to the exercise of 
talent ; and since its effects are so extensive and 
remote, and its perverted influence so destructive, 
it behooves as to inquire, if we are free from the 
charge of negligence or inattention. Perhaps 
Diir ability may be small ; yet each iA'his appro- 
priate sphere possesses an important power 'of 
good or evil. If this influence be duly exerted, 
its exercise will be guided by a prevailing desire 
to extend the knowledge of God, and promote 
the glory of bis kingdom. It will be contemplated 
as a sacred deposit, which we should diligently 
employ in accomplishing this great end, in so 
far as our ability may extend. To advance the 
interests of morality and civil order will surely 
never be forgotten, though it may be esteemed 
as a secondary object, and arising out of the 
former. 

Where genuine religion is imjdanted in the 
heart, morality follows necessarily M its fruit; 
and hence our great concern will be to promote 
it9 best interests in the world. Yet the present 
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<HMiifoits of m9inki9d ftt lar^e will ^ot he ov^r; 
lodged* Benevolence Opens awjute spb^ire for 
^ion ; ai^d tbougjb we msff regret tlie Uoiil^d 
^mean^ with which we are endowed) y^ we ^hidl 
te constaiptly devising new plaw of us^fujne^s* 
wd is^ekjiiig new evils to be remedied) new 
90r|!0W9 to be alleviated, and n§w bl^^ipgs, tQ 
be conferred. Beal charity does xiot derive a 
motive to iaactivityt from the contemplaiion of 
what has. been effected through Hn iuA^em^t 
but every renewed 49X«re»fN9 of the prin^iptegir^ 
it additional eaergy^ and a eop^equ^t ipc^eaii^d 
power of afitiop, wWIe it g/radtffLUy^ but m^fv* 
ably, forms tbe mind to i^hitu of beaavoleapf^f 
It will never refit satisfied with the e^ertiopp of 
yesterday, while the aetivity of to^y can, jbf 
the remotest possibility, i^ootribute tP tM happi^^ 

mm or welfare of one otk^r object. 

The glory pf Crod, th^ advp^ceme^t pf hif 
jkii^dom, and the good of manl^ind in its larger 
#epeptation, will be the points towards whi^ 
Ibe exercise of talent should converge* Apd 
the motive iibould be diifiDtere^ti^t The love of 

ItpplflAisi^, or the desire of p(^wer, must be dis- 
allowed and combated, as principles of action; 
Hthile ^ love pf Christ should constrain and 
jWimat^ as with affection to his people, an^ 
|}irm4i abundant i^icejativ^ to f^f^ivity. W# 
^i^ dg righ^ ; w^ eic^rt <9Mr tf^tewts m Hm 
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ntmest, ia a good, nay, in the very best of causes, 
but perhaps from unworthy motives. If we do 
not hope to obtain the love and esteem of the 
world, yet the influence we fondly anticipate 
over our little social circle, is often too attractive 
to be resisted. In this scrutiny of the heart we 
cannot be too rigid ; for it is the motive which 
characterizes the act, and not the act itself, the 
source, from which it springs. This indeed may 
appear pure to others, and yet may be the most 
contaminated. We must investigate the motive 
and the aim of our conduct; and if, in the 
exercise of talents intrusted to us, conscience 
will approve both the former and the latter ; if 
we are satisfied that there is no abuse of the 
influence we haVe exerted ; we haye still to a$k^ 
whether we have done so much as we ought, 
whether we have done so much as' we could, 
and have been as diligent and active as our 
situation has demanded. It will be well indeed 
for us, if we have not to lament the improper 
ase of our capacity to do good; but we can 
hardly expect to be able justly to acquit ourselves 
of neglect, of inattention to opportunities of 
exertion, and of the want of purity in our 
-motives. Aflliction detects the lurking evil, and 
discovers abundant cause for the judgments of 
God inflicted on us. 

This afflictive providence leads us still further 

9* 
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^eatb, ^d the solemn r#^lij;i^ it will discloiwr 
Jtl^nl^i^f} 19 g^nisral look ^rpund tk^ai ; mi m 
%}kQ uvcle of theur ajcquaipt^pf^ many, oikb ^f|w 
another, are t£^^iea away : rtie ricb ^d tt(B pppp, 
th^ yqung and tlie pld, tjie jiift a^d the ynjnsit, 
^e alike the subjects <>f mortality^ Those with 
l^irhom we havp associated jtprday, are no inor§ 
^6P \n their accustomed sit^atipps : others sac- 
Qeed them ^ and perhaps even this generation 
passes away, and yet man is unmindful of his 
wproachin^ end. Among thope who survive, 
the ravages of disipase are evident, and we see 
flpme maintaining a lingering e:i:istence, whom 
we certainly calculate on soon consigning to th^ 
tomb. Yet we forget that we must fojlpw th^ni. 
We are unwilling to live in the constant recot^ 
lection of the uncertaipty apd brevity of bumaa 
life, and we are naturally ipclined to postpoiu^ 
|he certain approach of death to a very distant, 
and yet inore distapt d^y, 

** Man that is born of a wpm^n i^ pf lew days, 
g,n4 full pf trouble* He cpmieth forth like a 
gower, ^nd is ci^t down: he flepth also as. a 
shadow, and copI;inueth not;/'* liiVimap life, 'mr 
deed, is aptly compared to ^ f^owpr ; it flpiurishes 
in all the pride of youth and hE^mPy; aod 48 il 

» Idb ixr. 1, 2. 



^FiUMH^P to msXv^itji pfpm^ tp diff^i*^ iMl 
fj*^ri^nc6 and its charms \q a widely extend^ 
circle^ We gusse aiid admire, ^s.it eicpmds itf 
frest^eoiog be^i^ties, and we fervently pray that 
Bptjbang n^j i^ipaif.itfii yig<Hir or arrest itip 
growth. But we fire .sqo» p^uirfWly taught th^ 
rapidity of its ^Qgress. For, vf h^e our hei^rM 
kindle ii^9 cpnt^o|pla^on on the conning pros- 
pects ^nd anticipated pleasuir^^ wjiich promise 
^o attend its fi4}-blpw4 swpQtpe^^, i( biiis pas^ie(| 
at once to a sta^e of deei^y, A few ^ys ejuly 
are allotted for the coippl^tion of th49 prpc^s#| 
and it is uncertain whether even these few diay# 
may be accomplished. Fpr a nipping frost hM 
chilled its powers ; the pelting of the untkpelgr 
wintry jstorm has stripped it of its vitality and 
t>eauty ; or the destpruetiiFe worm has sloidy but 
effectually preyed upost its roots, destroyed its 
healthy q/ot\ve ki^e, substituted the wan cbavaotet 
of disq^^, fu)d npw it ^^ fleeth as a shadow, and 
^ continu^h not." 

£(um^Q life \$ inde^ (uromiaing at its outset, 
ht^t^t is rf^pid in its progress, and uncertaip iq 
its d^ra^iop. Yet, m entire forgetfulness of the 
testimpqy pf the Sacred Writings, the evidence 
of mf 9hs§rT2il^oii, and the undisputed ftuet, that 
^ very ^vge majority of mankind die in the 
im^i promising period of human existence, in 
§hil4bQod jBiod yo\ith, we cannot be pmqtieally 
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convinced of our own mortality. Bat death ha8 
BOW invaded bur own immediate circle, it has 
removed from our sight one in whom we de* 
lighted, and on the pi'otraction of whos6 da5rs 
we securely calculated, and even fondly built 
the realization of all our future scenes of happi- 
ness; we have lost the friend, without whom the 
domestic circle will be incomplete ; and this event 
has occurred in a most unexpected moment. 
Butely, then, it becomes us to obtain a deep 
conviction of the uncertainty of life, practically • 
to entertain the idea of our own approaching 
mortality, to put the question, '' Am I also, 
ready P" and to seek after a constant preparation 
for this great change. 

Yes ; we are mortal ! nor can we possibly post^- 
pone the appointed hour of dissolution. Sooner 
<ir later, and we know not how soon, we shall 
be. called to leaVe thia world for another. A few 
days, perhaps only a few hours since, onr dear 
friend was in perfect health, cheering and cheer- 
ed by our mutual intercourse ; mid though fully 
prepared for this awful, sudden change, little 
dreamed that the messenger of separation was 
so near at hand. Instead of his removal, the 
summons might have been made to the survivor ; 
and are you equally ready to meet your God f 
No man knows the time or the manner of his 
death; it is a wise provision, that we remain 
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iguoraitf of its afffQB,ch i bu|f BiBe« H 911^7 cqdsm) 
as a thief in the nii^fat, i^nd as th^ fiek*bed is 
not the pl^ce for r#p^«ilaQce« when the mind is 
clouded by di^ea^et ftad its pf»ri^p|ipafl too fre- 
quen^If distorted ; if we would wish to die in 
peace, aqd in tjbe ^^(siured h^pe of a happjr 
resurrection, we should Jutve our proi^pects for 
eternity clear and well defined dur^ig a stat^ o( 
bwUh ; we should be watching for the coming 
of the Lord, and b^ prepared to yield ourselv^f 
Mito the armp of th^ R^^mi^r of sinners :--^ 
tim to die if inJmU gain. 

$hou]d death b^ tb^ only i}ircuiii9timc0 we do 
P9t anticipate, tbo only jourqey for wbidi W9 
fure careless of opr safety and coi^prt, the oply 
j^m^rtant yicisi^itudes which claiips no regard ^ 
3urf ly this is not the part of prudence. Hay 
W^ bp ^0 longer unmindful of its apprpacbt bu{^ 
earnestly . iaqiiire« if oMr ligbts are burning a|i4 
our lamps trimmed ; n|)d if not, may we diligently 
prepare tbein, and s1;and having our ^^ loii^v giH 
abov»t witb truth, md haviiig pn^\jL^ brea«t-p)i^ 
of rigbtepusness ; and our fe^t ^bod wftb tb^ 
preparfition pf the Gosp^) of p^c^ ; above ^^^ 
taking the shield of faitby wherew^b we sbaU ^ 
able to quench all the fi^ry darts pf the wicl^edf 
And take the b^bnet of salvation^ ^nd the swpid 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God : praying 
always with akV prayeir wA supplication in the 
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Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perse* 
rerance and supplication for all saints/'* 

Christianity is a vital animating principle, and 
it is highly important for us to know whether its 
influence is really extended over bur hearts and 
lives, or whether we merely profess a belief in 
its truth, while our temper, our feelings, and 
oui^conduct remain unaffected by its influence. 

The external profession of religion in the 
present day is very common ; I had almost said, 
it has become foihionable ; at all events, it is 
not now that strange thing which once sub- 
jected its friends to reproach and persecution. 
It would indeed be uncharitable and unjust to 
deny the rapid increase of vital religion ; but at 
the same time, as the stream has widened it has 
become shallower: and as difiiculties have been 
removed, so has arisen the temptation to choose 
its flowery banks, from custom and habit, early 
prejudice^ or perhaps interested motives. These, 
and a thousand causes such as these, may induce 
us to take up our lot with the disciples of Christ, 
while it is yet evident that we have no title to 
true religion. Our attendance upon the worship 
of God, reverence for the Sabbath, activity in 
promoting the progress of religious truth, and 
choosing other professors as our companions and 

*» Eph. Ti. 14--lg. 
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firiendsy do not prpve that we are sincejrely de- 
sirpos of being tanght of God, and influenced 
by his Spirit to parity of action. Yet on these 
grounds we may be seeking repose, and lulling 
pur consciences into security, while we should be 
tremblingly abve to the dangers of our situation. 
The peaceful but lifeless professor is in greater 
danger, than the ayowed profligate, since the 
avenues of his heart are closed to the importu* 
nities of divine truth* 

But if it be thus easy to mistake cm the 
ground of a sincere reception of Christianity, it 
is even more so to impose on the heart, by the 
external propriety of our conduct. . We may 
rest for safety on the purity of our lives, on our 
charity and gpod works : or we may err equally 
on the opposite side <^ the question; for, as 
fipLith without works is dead, so good works, if 
they do not proceed from correct motives, are 
the body without the soul; they want the vitfd 
principle which stamps them with value. 

Simple morality does not, cannot comprehend 
the whole scheme of Christianity. It can effect 
much in ameliorating the temper and correcting 
the life; but it can never change the heart; it 
can never induce holy principles, nor originate 
^oad acti&My springing from pure motives^ and 
having a direct tendency to raise the thoughts 
to heavettv or the affections to God. Affliction 
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tmiiiasks these errors: for it finds us AMktM 
of the codsolatioiis of relied, a pHnMpte irhi^iliy 
harin^ liever vegetated in our bosoliii^, etuidot 
therefore firoduee its fruUs: if we attemjit to 
look back on out past lires, we fiAd so tnildl 
evil, that we cittttiot derive comfort from tb^ 
retrospeiit ; and even if we could, this woidd fail 
ot imparting peace under circumstances so ^»- 
tressing* 

Perhaps we have no concern about religion, 
fitA «te looking to the world, to phiksoplqr, and 
a thousand false hopes, for consolation in the 
hfyar of larial. Diligent self-irispection ndS di»- 
cover our error) show us that we are seeking 
comfort Inhere none is to be found, poitft to the 
tffAj r^al isoun^^ of bap{)tness, and indnee a eon- 
Victiori of our ovtrn hcAplessness, and g{ tfaie suit^ 
abletiess of a Saviour's grace td supply our 
wtots, to l<tod m froth darkness to light, and 
Itota ^eff-rdlifln^e to Jesus, thd Mediator of th^ 
new coVettatlt) aiid finally briiHg us to Inherit a 
crdwb iff glory which fodeth hot away. 

^he Christian will b«f ah^liotts to iftqiiifo if hfe 
lam ettibraced the n^cie of CkfMkmitjfi and if 
its prifii^iples product th^ir legitindate ia^uetiefe 
on Ms hehn and life* Wh(dn he is ehasiened, 
he will suspedt i^ottte ie^lfet «til^ and dusiim to 
be brought ai^uftiMed With it, and efiabted to 
resist it in the ^feiigth of divine gimee. Itk 
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fcinciples are put to the test. Do they now 
afford him eonsolation and support f Do they 
enable him to be meek, patient, and submissive, 
and lead him to dependence upon God? It is 
highly important that his vieWs should be well 
defined, his hopes brightened by truth, his pros* 
pe(^s fixed on eternity, and all his principles 
extracted simply from the Bible. This must be 
his last ai^al, his counsellor, his best and con- 
atant friend* 

Christianity is not a rerelation from which 
we may cull^ for our reception and obedience, 
such parts as are most congenial to our feelings : 
but the whole ttuth must be received from the 
hfsart, as a perfect rule of life, and unerring 
guide through every difficulty, and the immuta* 
ble standard of opinion and action. We can- 
not retain one of its doctrines, while we reject 
the rest-: we cannot, yield obedience to some of 
its precepts, while we are habitually negligent 
of others. We may not forget the selfnlenial it 
enjoins, nor the rigid activity in the service of 
God which it requires, while we receive the se- 
curity it offers, both now and herealfler, to those 
who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. We may 
not lose sight of the good works it enforces, 
while we rest our faith on the promises it con- 
tains. We may not separate the practice from 
the principle^ nor the principle from the prikctioe. 

10 
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We must be careful that the principles we 
iNive imbibed are drawn from thift pure isourcei 
and that they are unaduHerated hy any modifi- 
ca^n of buman inTention. l^ese principles 
niHBt be examined^ and their efficacy nmfit be 
proved* WUkt the ChristiaB is led to God, iii 
the exercise of hunyble prayer, by the eontem* 
{Nation of his own sinfulnees, and the suffering 
he endures, he will yet wait with patience, as* 
sured that, in his own good time, God will work 
deliverance ; or, if this be impossible, that he 
will grant what is infinitely more valuable, the 
si^nctification of the affliction. We must not 
be weary in waiting upon God. Thoiigh he 
4Qes not answer our petitions immediately; or 
thott^ in infinite wisdom, he does not see fit to 
grant the requests of short-sighted Dnnrtality; 
j«t he may bless us in some other way of 
fiur greater importance. If we are purified, 
and sublimed^ and prepared for heaven, are we 
not aJrandantly benefited f 

This consideration will induce the mourner 
to remember his past sufferings, and to inquire 
wiuU: good~iie has derived frcnm those afflictive 
events which are now past, and from that under 
which he at present htbours. Have trials, covin 
missicffied \ff the long-su^ering mercy of a eoitH 
passionate God, produced their proper effect in 
making him more hd^ and beaveii^Hainded^ 
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more afraiil of sin, and more desiroas of iiiing 
to his glory? Perhaps he can look back on past 
scenes of sorrow with bitter recollection^ on 
hours of suffering misimproved, and talents per- 
verted. Perhaps he will lament the little fruit- 
fulness which has sprung from this beneficent 
culture; and to his present sorrow will be added 
the aggravation of having trifled with the Most 
High; of having suffered, yet without advant- 
age. If this be the case» he will be doubly 
anxious to reap the benefit of present affliction; 
and be will obtain a fresh and powerful motive 
to self-inspection* He, will be assured that th« 
Lord doth all things welly and will be concerned 
ihat he still need» this discipline to wean him 
from the earth, and fix his attachments on 
heaven; he will regret that he has made so little 
progress towards the celestial kingdom ; ^nd he 
will be desirous of having his pace quickened, 
and of acquiring a new, and powerful, and last- 
ing stimulus to diligence and exertion. . 

But there are dangers and errors attending 
even this process of self-examination, which it 
will be right to keep in view, or we may arrive 
at false conclusions; and with all our scftititiy, 
and all our sorrow, derive no advantage from 
either. 

So great a flatterer, of its thoughts and actions 
is the human heart, that there is no inconsiderable 
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danger lest we be induced, with speeious self^ 
complacency, to proclaim to ourselves, ** Peace, 
peace, where there is no peace."* The principle 
of self-love is^ of all others, the most intimately 
interwoven with our nature; it is almost the 
first stimulus to action, and it lends itB diarac- , 
teristic influence to the whole of our conduct. 
Under one or other of its ever-varying forms it 
is perpetually exhibited in our lives, and affords 
its peculiar bias to our opinions, while it confirms 
the habits and strengthens the prejudices we 
have entertained, and thus presents an obstacle 
to the discovery of truth, lest we become ac- 
quainted with the unwelcome fact, that hitherto 
we have been in error. Its immediate influence 
is to reconejle us to ourselves, and to make us 
well pleased with what we are, rather than with 
what we ought to be. 

The discovery of the unbounded influence of 
this principle will humble us, will assist in pre-^ 
serving us from error, and, by laying open to 
our view the secret wickedness of the mind, will 
prove th^t '< the heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked ;"t that it '^ is 
prone to evil, and that continually;" and that 
nothing short of divine power can efi*ect a change. 
This will induce us to look from ourselves to 

♦ Jer. vi, 14 t Jer. xvU. ft. 
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the Atttiipr of all good for wwdom and strength ; 
and while we would desire to maintain a constapt 
warfare with evil, we shall still be expecting 
support from him ; since it is only in his strength 
that we can obtain a victory. It is by his grace 
we shall escape the delusions of sin and errors 
and it is only by his power we can be preserved 
from falling. 

In this trial we shall need a standard of 
purity, that we may compare the actual state ef 
our bosoms with the principles, the feeling1^ 
and the actions which should constitute Ihe 
Christian character. But this standard mast 
not be of bur own selection, or we should accom^ 
modate the test to our peculiar views :t we are 
too apt at all times to frame systems, and ta 
make facts and opinions subservient to their 
support ; and when so materially interested, it 
would not be surprising if we adopted a mode 
of comparison so congenial with our prejudices. 

Neither must we adopt a standard of purity 
which the world has selected ; since this will be 
ever varying acoordii^ to the deepening shades 
of error which encompass the votariei? of fashion* 
and, at the bidding of the thoughtless and the 
gay, "^ill be easily moulded by circumstances, 
and will assume almost any shape and form, 
and length and breadth^ which convenience may 
require^ 

XO* 



il4 ON SELF-EXAMINATION. 

But moral rectitude is unchangeable and \ah 
accommodating. It is the same to-day as a 
thousand years ago; it is the same under every 
circumstance ; nor can it sustain the smallest 
.alteration in its-nature, without suffering a pro- 
portionate loss. We look in vain for some un- 
erring guide : we cannot find it in ourselves, nor 
in the maxims of the world, nor in the sublime 
ethics of philosophy. The only true standard 
is the Holy Scripture, and it is by its precepts 
we must investigate our hearts* Here we shall 
find an estimate of purity the most sublime, a 
tone of morality the most exalted, principles the 
most refined, and precepts the most beneficent 
and engaging. We shall not be lulled into 
'Security by false opinions and distorted maxims; 
but the^wayc^ truth will be so plain, that we 
eannot mistake; so pure, that we cannot be 
deceived. It is the motive which characterizes 
the act ; a corrupt tree eannot bring forth good 
Aruit : and thus are we led to the source of the 
evil, and to the only possibility of ciire, in a new 
heart and a right spirit, which are the gift of 
GxmI. We have no longer any excuse for wan- 
dering in the dark; '' a light'' is provided ''for 
our feet, and a lamp unto our paths*'* If we are 
itk a state of uncertainty, he^e we may be directed 
into the way of all truth, the way which leads 
to present peace and everlasting hai^ness. To 
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this Standard alone we must accbnuaodate. our 
Tiews ; by this mus^t we estimate our con^upt'r 
and if we are really desirous of ascertaining the 
truth, there will be little danger of error.; 

A superficial glance, however, will not suffice* 
We must not be contented to examine the ex- 
terior profession only, nor be concerned to fix 
the degree of estimati<m in which our character 
is held by those with ffirhom we are associated. 
We may not please ourselves with the correctness 
of our actions, and ^e contented to remain in 
uncertainty with regard to the principles which 
produce them : neither may we assume the rec- 
titude of our motives, because we are induced to 
be more attentive to the concerns of religion, 
and are more fastidious in some parts of our 
conduct, than are some of our neighbours : the 
very evil we should detect, may still lurk under 
a plausible garb of professed piety, and thus 
readily elude our feeble search. 

We are not called to examine ourselves as 
we appear to others, when we know the eye oiT 
the world is fixed upon us; but as we reaUy are 
at home^ in the secret retreats of life, in the 
midst of our family, with our every-day tempers 
and dispositions, exposed to unnumbered sources 
of irritation^ to trials, to sickness, and {ilrivation^^s 
and, more than all, to the deceit fulness of the 
/heail ! 
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NiH- are we mmply in danger of looking at a^ 
few weeds on the surfacei ^nd of forgetting the 
#oaree from which they gpring ; but we are like* 
wise disposed to give only a partial inspection. 
We possess, perhaps from nature, some quality 
which we yainly imagine is superior ; we pride 
ourselves on its exercise, we conceive that this 
will hide a multitude of defects, and atone for 
the errors and the follies of our daily life ; and 
it is to this part of our conduct that we most 
readily turn the inquiring eye, while we fondly 
strive to forget all our faults in the complacent 
^satisfaction we derive from the conscious ex- 
ercise of this one virtue. We must be divested 
of partiality before we can be prepared to in^ 
vesrtigate our conduct ; and we must distinctly 
remember that it is to the whole j and not to the 
exercise of one insulated principle, that onr 
attention must be directed. 

It will be generally found, that this is not a 
pleasant duty, that it brings to our view so much 
that affords matter for sorrow, as to divest us of 
all our sdf-complacency. But if we are sinful 
and estranged from God, this is the very effect 
intended to be produced; and why should we 
hesitate to employ the means i The end designed 
by afBiction is the sanctification of its subject* 
And how can this be accomplished, but by the 
discovery of error, by repentance and turning 
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to God, and by the etercise of faith in the Lorct 
Jesus Christ, as the only Mediator ? We cannot 
mortify sin, unless we know and trace its exists 
ance and its power ; nor resist temptation, unless 
we are acquainted with its influence. We cannot 
grow in conformity with the image of Christy 
unless we seek diligently to destroy the reigning 
power of mortal corruption; nor become ac- 
quainted with the heart, unless we commune 
with ourselves, and examine its inmost recesses* 
We shall not justly appreciate the littleness of 
the events of this life, and the magnitude and 
importance of the concerns of eternity^ until we 
know our own hearts, their aversion from all 
that is good, their tendency to evil, their attach*- 
ment to the earth and all its vanities, and their 
entire unfitness for heaven. 

We cannot indulge security, unless we are 
satisfied of our advancement in the divine life . 
and how can we be satisfied with cur puny attain^ 
mentSf when the great apostle of the Gentiles 
declares that he acts not as though he had 
already attained, either were already perfect, 
but exclaims, " 1 follow after, if that I may ap- 
prehend that for which also I am apprehended 
of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself 
to have apprehended : but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those tl^ngs which are before} 
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I press tonrard the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus."* Let u» 
then be active and diligent ; let us not be slothful^ 
but followers of them who, through faith and 
patience, inherit the promises. 

It is then our duty to examine ourselves with 
sincerity, entreating the presence, and assistance 
of the Holy Spirit of Truth. For we are feeble, 
guilty creatures ; we canpot think a good thought, 
nor do a good a;Ction; and it is^ only through 
strengthening grace that we shall be able to 
perform this duty aright. We must do our part ; 
•but God alone can bless our feeble efforts ; fie 
dnly can thoroughly know the heart and disclose 
its secrets to us, can lead and guide us into the 
way of truth, enable us to walk in the light of 
bis countenance, and teach us to profit by his 
yford and by his dispensations. With earnest 
solicitude, then, shall we adopt the prayer of the 
Psalmist : ^' Search me, O God, and kndw my 
heart : try me, and know my thoughts : and see 
if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting/'t with the delightful 
confidence that the prayer of faith will be heard 
and answered* 



*WLm. 1»-14. 
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CHAPTER yi. 

ON THE BOTTT OP RESIGNATION. 

SUBMI88I0N to the vill of God vncler the ailKc- 
tive e¥eiit8 wilh which he is piee^ed to vint his 
children, is a lesson of the first importance, and 
a paramount duty of the Christian mourner; 
The sacrifice of a cqatrite^ obedient spirit, is 
well pleasing to God* The exercise of cheerf&I' 
resignation to his will is, perhaps, a duty the 
most diffieult to perform ; but it inrolTes a prin- 
ciple which, when it (»'iginates from a heart-felt 
c<MiTiction of the power and wisdom of Jehorah, 
r^nlated and characterized by his mercy and 
lore, from a persuasion bf his right to do with 
us as seemeth good in his sight, and of his in-* 
flexiUe justice and ntatehless purity ; when it is 
strengthened by the reccrfleetion of His faithful- 
ness, who has promised that aB things shall work 
together for the eventttal good of those who love, 
and serve, and fear hira ; when it is founded on 
the propriety of our obedience to Him whose we 
are; and whto it is sanctioned by an abiding 
sense of our mm sinfolness and exposure to the 
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wrath of God^ with just views of the great good 
to be accomplished in us, is at once the most 
delightful and the highest attainment of the 
Christian temper on earth. 

However plausible and easy this may appear 
to be in theory, however mu6h it may seem to 
be the natural result of the Christian character, 
it is quite certain, that to feel the chastening 
hand of God, and at the same time to exercise 
a cheerful acquiescence in the divine appoint^ 
ment, is so contrary to human nature, that it is 
extremely , difficult to bear suffering with that 
meekness, humility, patience, submission, and 
sorrow for sin, which are include in this grace. 
Hence the necessity of becoming familiar with 
the duty, and striving most earnestly not only 
to know, but to feel and practise it» 

Resignation presupposes a decided preference 
of doing what God commands, and undergoing 
what he inflicts, to the enjoyment of our otm 
pleasures and desires. Before the human mind 
can cheerfully bear its inclinations to be thwarted, 
and its affections nipped in their kindliest growth, 
it nmst be deeply imbued with the righteousness 
of Jehovah's character and government, and 
with the infinite value of the soul : it must have 
been taught the vanity of seeking, happiness in 
the creature, and the superior naUire of reUgioua 
joys. Naturally iself'Willed, attached to the pre- 
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tent flcenes, and desirous of gratifying those 
affections and feelings whicb own a depraved 
keart for their source, and present objects for 
their centre, it is «ot easy to give up our own 
win thus entirely, , and requires net only our 
r^iewal by the Holy Spirit, but likewise the 
exercise of a constant reliance on Him who 
demands these sacrifices only for our good. 

Resignation implies a distrust of our own 

understanding, and a cheerful confidence in the 

^Mrisdom of 6od. The mind fondly clings to the 

imperfect views of mortality, and with the scanty 

knowledge of a day, often vainly imagines that 

it could remedy evils and alleviate sufferings 

whiish we now see and feel to be prevalent* and 

inevitable, fiut the pride of intellect must be 

aiiandoned; we must become as little chiidran 

before we can sviffer the will of God with placid 

subyadssion* We must cease to speculate on 

the causes and consequences of our sufiering, 

and to scrutinize inquisitively the reasons of the 

divine appointment; we must believe that it is 

right j because he does it ; and rely with confr^ 

dence on his gracious promise, that '' what we 

know not now, we shall know hereafter." God 

has promised to reveal to us his designs in a 

future life, and to enable us to perceive the end 

of that affliction which sovereign ^ mercy has 

commissioned to detach us firom the world* 

11 
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This duty prensupposes a helie{o£ the goodne$$ 
#/ God. We must possess exalted views of a 
Saviour's character, before we can trust our aU 
in his, hands. Could we entertain a doubt of 
his infinite holiness, believe the possibility of bis 
unkindness, or indulge the thought that all his 
dispensations are not the result of his compassion, 
we could not commit ourselves to his care and 
guidance. But God is lave: be has revealed 
himself under the most endearing characters; 
he' has exhibited his mercy, in that he- has re^ 
coneiled us to himself through the blood of a 
dying Redeemer ; and will heoiot likewise give 
us inferior blessings? He is infinitely good ; he 
does not willingly afilict his children, but chastens 
them for their profit; and, assured that all our 
trials proceed from this pure source, we cheer- 
fully resign ourselves to his disposal. 

Our heavenly Father has promised to support 
tts, and informs us th|it he has commissioned 
trials to bring about our sanctification. And if 
we contemplate the character of God, the equity 
of his government, the appointments, of his pro^ 
vidence, and his dealings with ourselves, we shall 
have reason to believe that He is faithful who 
hMpromued^ and that he is able to keep that 
which we have committed to his care. . 

The duty of resignation comprehends farther, 
an iinfeigned dedication of ourselves to the Lord 
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of heaven and eatrth. We must have chosen 
hini for our God, because he has made us his 
children; and have determined to know nothing 
among men savfe Jesu, Christ, and him crucified. 
We must have been convinced of our dependence 
on him, and have resolved with all our hearts 
and minds to live to his glory, before we can 
cheerflilly seek to know and to do ki$ taUl fxclth 
sively. Then shall we not be moved bj any of 
these light afflictions, but shall consider simply 
the hand of God, acknowledge that not the 
minutest circumstance escapes his observation, 
and be earnestly desirous of doing whtft he re- 
quires^ under every changing scene. 

From this flight sketch, it is evident that the 
jperfect exercise of thi^ principle is no prdinaiy 
attainment ; but it is not a trifling good we have 
placed before us as 4;he prize. The active in- 
fluence of this grace diffuses so much peace and 
serenity over the mind, affords such soUd ground, 
of consolation, and gives so well founded a hope 
of our eternal interest in the Saviour's righte- 
ousness, that it is indeed worthy our pursuit ; 
for success will prove a source of unspeakable 
blessiqg, and we shall praise the hand that has 
afflicted us. 

The possession of this virtue in its active in- 
fluence, as it weans from etfrth and leads us to 
place our affecticms on heavenly objects, is iilr 
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finitely more necessary to our peace than any 
comfort we may have lost. An all'-wise Jehovah 
has taken from us a beloved object — ^the source 
of much present pleasure ; but it is his dfesign to 
bring us to love him more-«--to mature us for 
the etijoyment of richer blessings in a worid of 
unfading bliss, and to make us more like unto 
Him who was a tnah of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief. 

We are in the frequent habit of repeating 
that beautifhl and concise petition, << Thy will ba 
done;" yet we too often overlook th^ extensive 
duties it embraces, and the boundless submission 
which it promises. It is reasonable that God 
should try the patience of his childreUs and teach 
them obedience to his will. Hence, there are 
the best of reasons for their afflictions, without 
which they would be destitute of these graces, 
which can only be ea;emplified when their wills 
are opposed. The Christian character can be 
perfected only by the exercise of these principles; 
and hence we pray daily, that God would ^ry us, 
aiid purify us, and, consequently, would qppose 
our inclinations and desires; in truth, that he 
would afflict us. 

This prayer includes a profession of our readi- 
ness to suffer for Christ's sake. When, there^ 
A>re, death removes << the desire of his eyes with 
a atrvk^," the Christian al^ will hlais Qod^^ 
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viO praise him for that grace which enables 
him to support his trials — ^will look to Jesus bs 
to the kind shepherd who will not suffer him to 
want — ^will receive all his appointments with a 
placid ahd grateful heart, and seek to be more 
and more closely united to him. We pray that 
the work of patience may be wrought and per^ 
fected in us, and we leAve the care of accom- 
plishing this ^reat end to Him who best knows 
onr hearts, and can weU appreciate its nec^toity. 

It is possible that, in effect, we entreat that 
some of our favourite schemes may be thwarted; 
our loveHest prospects shrouded, and our greatest 
earthly blessings removed from us ; c^nd yet, in 
the atiticipation of ell these circumstances, we 
piromise a cheerful acquiescence in the olivine 
will. It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth 
bim good, is the temper in which the greatest 
afflictions should be encountered.. We mayj in** 
deed, pray for their removal, with submission to 
th^ appointment of Heaven; but we must con- 
clude our petition in the words of our Saviour ; 
" Nevertheless, not my will, but thine be done." 

The best safeguard of our peace, and thetnost 
appropriate expression of our affectionate de- 
pendence on the divine power, will be to exercise 
contentment with, our lot however ad\' erse, and 
to suppress the secret murmurings of that heart 
which is by nat^ire prone to rebellion against 



G6d. It wUl not be mffimdnt that we atiM 
•ccHsinl; of iDJttedioe the Suj^eme Beings <^ 
Uttering Our ilisploaaure by insinuatkNiii against 
the goodness and puritjr of his eharatiter ; that 
we avoid accusing him of unkindness or partiality 
in the distribution of his faroars; or that we 
profess our submission to his appointmentSy our 
obedience to his will^ and our attachment to his 
government and his eauae s but the secret ^s- 
content of the heart must be sought out and 
combated, a feeling whichi though frequently 
unexpressed, occupies and estranges the mind, 
and fills it with unjust and injurious thoughts of 
•ur heavenly Father. 

Do we, then, now entertain exalted ideas of 
Jehovah's character, and of the equity of his 
dealings with usf Can we deliberately pro- 
nounce his work to be good ? And are our afV 
fections wanned ^.andl kiudled by the discipline 
lirith which he has visited us, rather than con- 
tracted and shrivelled by the indulgence of dis- 
eotitent ? If there be no expanision of the heart ; 
if we cannot bless God for his merqr in afflict- 
ing us, we have not yet learned the duty of ac* 
quiescence in his wilL 

The Christian's temper, and particular^ his 
decided pceference of the love of Gfod to every 
inferior blessiolg, is peculiarly exercised under 
jeasons of afiictioo. Submission to the will of 
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Ciod cannot readily be eoualerfeited : there is 
nothiag in the human mind sufficiently anaio- 
gous with itf to assume its prevailing features 
It eannoC be mistaken for the principles of the 
stmc These> indeed, may do much in fortify- 
ing the mindf but they can never bring it to a 
patient sujimission to the disposal of Infinite 
Wisdom. The highest lessens of philosophic 
niorality fall very far short of this last bat best 
attainment of the Christian. * And» indeed, this 
important point of duty can only be learned of 
God; it CBB only be kept alive in the heart by 
his power ; it can only be invigcH'ated and sup* 
ported in the soul that lives with God* The 
heart which dwells much upon the earth; Uie 
thoughts that ave engaged on worldly otjgects; 
the affections which are anxiously fixed on the 
things that are seen, and which do not princi- 
pally delight to love God, and to hold comma* 
nion with him, are obstacles to the exercise <^ 
resignation. 

. It is, indeed, quite possible to bear suffering 
without complaining, and yet not to be rei^gned 
td the wtU of Heaven ; it is possible to practise 
the careless apathy of indifference, without the 
smallest claim to that calm composure of heart 
which knows and feels, admires and loves, the 
chastisements which proceed from God. Tfaer^ 
f^^e characters whose pride will beax them faf 



128 ON THB DtTY OP JlESIGNATlON. 

tibore the ii^fluence of complaint^ but whos6 
breast is agitated by tumultuous passions, and 
occupied with harsh and rebellious thoughts 
against God, and his goodness and mercy. 
There are, unquestionably, those, who, in the 

• 

apparent calmness with which they meet trials, 
would seem to hold out examples of suffering 
affliction, but who endure from necessity what 
they consider as unayoidable, because murmur- 
ing would but add to their disquietude; and who 
stubbornly refu&e to yield obedience to the all- 
wise band which dispenses every affliction as 
well as every pleasure. Their quietude arises 
from want of feeling on the one hand, or from 
indifference to the judgments of God,^ not from 
that peace which passeth all understanding. 

The equanimity of the Christian may, per^ 
haps, arise in part from similar principles, and 
while he aims to be submissive to his heavenly 
Father, he will inquire if his resignation pro- 
ceed from just principles, and if its tendency be 
to wean the heart from the world, and to make 
him more in love with the beauties of religion^ 
and the glorious prospects of an unseen state. 
In the performance of this difficult but import- 
ant duty, he will bfe* desirous of obtaining every 
Assistance, to strengthen his faith, and hope, and 
dependence upon God. Suc^i assistance has 
been supplied in the animating example of sui^ 
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fering saints, with wiiicb the JEIoly Scrifitiureft 
abound* ' -: 

Abr^am was call^ upon to sacrifice his sofi 
Isaac — ^his only «a»— the child of his old age— 
and him on whom so large a [H'omise depended. 
He was called to yield him up into the hands of 
God who gave him, when his opening faculties 
iiad endeared him to an aged fhther^s heart, by 
many interesting associations and brightening 
prospects, of his future greatness, and useful- 
ness, and blessedness* For this sad event he is 
quite unprepared; and it is aggravated, too, by 
being apparently within his own control. ' His 
darling child is not taken away by disease, or 
by any "of those accidents to which human ns^ 
ture is liable. Had this been the case, Abrai- 
ham might have reflected on the impossibility of 
his returning to him, and of the mercy of God 
in having removed him. But he is directed to 
prepare for his death — to be himself the in^ru- 
ment!«^to immolate his son to the Almighty! 
Can a6y eircum«taiiees more distressing be con- 
ceived, which would more probably excite all 
the agonizing reluctance of parental affection f 
And yet, when the Lord Jehovah calls him, he 
answers, ''Here, am I;" in faith he resigns 
himself , to the disposal of God; and with the 
most perfect submission to his will, he proceeds 
even to the last 4^tr«mity. €Fod, however, in- 
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terposeg; and he will interpose for you; not, 
indeed, in the same miraculous manner^ but in 
enabling you to bear with meekness and pa* 
tience the trial with which he has visited you. 
We see how honourable a testimony is borne to 
Abraham's faith by the Apostle Paul, and the 
great and inestimable benefits with which it is 
connected. And the Lord himself declares that 
he is well pleased with this humble sacrifice; 
for, " By myself have I sworn, saitfa the^ Lord, 
because thou hast done this thing, and -hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son : that in bless- 
ing I will bless thee, and in* multiplying I will 
multiply thy se^d as the stars of heaven, and as 
the sand which is upon the sea-shore; and thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies ; and 
in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed ; because thou hast obeyed my voice."* 

Here is encouragement to wait upon God, 
and do his will : an incentive to acquiescence in 
all his appointipents, however painful and ad- 
verse. Here too is a distinguishing proof of 
the influence of religion in supporting the mind 
utider the most afilictive dispensations; anid 
when we recollect, that this was exhibited by 
one who did not, as we do, enjoy a clear reveta- 
ilon of J^sus Christ, it is enough to excite the 

• Qaiv Z3di. 16^ia 
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crimson f^Umyt shame^ that, with all our prin* 
leg^es, we are so fisir behind the patriardi of oldi 
Let us^ emulate his example, and earnestly pray 
for his faith, his subnussion, his obedience, and 
then may we ^zpeet to inherit the. blessings 
which are prepared for those who follow his 

Many other eminen^ saints have felt exam- 
ples of resignation, and patience under affliction, 
such as Job, and David, andtythers; all serving 
to strengthen and confirm the infelrendes we 
have drawn from the example of Abraham. 
Neither are the in9tdnces of a patient endurance 
of affliction confined to the Old Testament dis« 
pensation: for the Apostles counted it joy to 
sufier for Christ's sake; and the primitive Chris^ 
tians, actuated by lively faith in the Redeemer^ 
endured the cross, despised the most cruel per- 
secutions, cheerfully underwent a great variety 
of privations, and suffered distresses, fully equal 
to any which can fall to the lot of humanity, in 
the present day. Yet their strength was made 
perfect in weakness; they were enabled not only 
to be submissive, and to endure with fortitudei 
but to rjBJoice in tribulation, to triumph oveJr 
death in every frightful shape, and to commit 
the keeping of their souls unto' a faithful Crea- 
tor. God was With them and supported them : 
his presence was the ground of their joy, and 
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their acquiesoence in Jiiswil) the memim atik/w 
reeemag due richest bIe8siiigB.N He is able to 
keep us from feUing^, to preserve tts freni every 
teiger, and to refine and purify us from all 
iniqnky^ 

God has likewise given for our iniitation» the 
example of his only-begotten Son Jejsus Christ* 
Our adorable Lord was no stranger to sorrow, 
for he was despised and rejected of men ; yejfc he 
opened not his mouth: he took upon himself 
our infirmities, and supported the accumulated 
weight of human wo; yet without the smallest 
admixture of sin: in this world he was poor, 
despised, and persecuted, arraigned as a crimi* 
nal, and condemned, though innoeent, to suffiur 
the death of the cross: surely, he has borne our 
griefs and carrkd our infirmities; he bore our 
sins in Ins own body on the cross; he suiFered 
the wrath of God due to the sins of guilty rebels; 
and, above all, he was deprived of the suj^irt*- 
ing, comfi>rting presence of his Faiher^ so that 
he exclaims, '^ My €rod, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me ?"* Was ever grief like this? >*My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death."t 
Yet, though he prays earnestly and repeatedly, 
*^ O my Father, if it be possible, let this eup 
pass from me ;" he adds, ^^nevertheleas, not as 

• Watt Bnru. 48. iUttL96,28. 
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I will, but ad thou wilt.**^ Thus, in his incarna- 
tion, his Ufo, his sufFerings, and his death, he 
every where exhibits^ for the imitation of his 
followers, an example of perfect submission. 

Cati there be a more powerful stimulus to 
resignation than this, to resemble in some faint 
degree the perfections of a dying Redeemer, 
unto whose likeness we must be conformed in 
life, and into whose image we shall be changed 
from glory to glory in a world of bliss ? We 
shall be happy in proportion as we resemble 
oUr crucified Lord ; and Can expect the consola- 
tion of his grace only in following him. Under 
trials, it is delightful to the Christian to reflect, 
that it is'^by the instirumentality of these unwel- 
come mbnitors he is led to follow Christ. During 
the calm sunshine of prosperity, he may per- 
chance maintain his ground, more probably will 
grow lukewarm; but it is only through miich 
tribulation he can^ follow his incarnate Lord. 
JEft^ path to heaven led through difliculties, and 
sorrows, and temptations, and so will that of all 
his children who take up their cross and follow 
him. Let us then welcome the affliction which 
promises, if sanctified, to advance us nearer to 
his throne, and to assimilate lis with himself. 
May we be ashamed that we live at so great a 

* Mi^ xxvi. 39. 

12 



184 ON THE raJTIt OF RESIGNATION. « 

dUftance ^rom God; that„ iii the calipest dso* 
ments of resignation, we fall so far short; of Mis 
obedience to the will of bis •heavenly Father* 
and tjb^at om: hearts are so cold, and lifeless, in 
being taught ^'to profit." May we seek the 
guidance of his Spirit to iead us in|o the way of 
all truth} and to bring us to himsel|l 

He who well knew ^he hunian heart, and that 
it needed '* line upon line, and. precept upon 
precept," has not only given us examples q£ 
obedience^ biit bis word is amply stored with pre* 
cepts and promises to enforce the duty. A few 
scattered observations frpm the Sacred Writings 
are placed below. */ T,bou shalt call, and I will 
uswer thee. He shall call upon me, and I wiU 
answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I;- 
ulrill deliver him, and honour him. With long 
life will I satisfy him, and show him my salvation. 
The Lord is nigh unto all that call upon him, to 
all that call upon him in truth. The righteous 
cry, and the Lord heareth them, and deliver^h 
them out of all their troubles. How excellent 
is thy loving-kindness, O God! therefore the 
children of tnen put their trust under the shadow 
qf thy wings. Fear thou not ; for 1 am with 
thee: be not dismayed; fori am thy God:* I 
will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; yea, 
I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness. For I thQ Lord thy fSod will 
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hold thj rigiit hand, saying unto thee, Feair not ; 
for I will help thee. YHien the poor and needy 
aeek Water, and there is none, and theii^ tongue 
fitileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I 
the Qod of Israel will not forsake them. I have 
seen his Ways, and will heal him : I Will lead 
him also, and restore comfort to him and to hi^ 
mourners. But now, O Lord, thou art our. 
Father ; we are the elay, and thou our pottelr ; 
and we tii are the work of thy hand. For t 
know the thoughts that I think towairds you, 
tMUth the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of 
etil, to give you an expected end. Then shafl' 
ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto 
n&e, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall 
ftcek me, and find' me, when y6 ishall search for 
me with all your heart, and I will be found of 
you, saith the Lord. Though he cause grief, 
yet will he have compassion according to. the ' 
multitude of his mercies. For he doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men. The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
despise. Be careful for nothing ; but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication with thanks^ 
giving^ let your requests bis mad^ knoWh untd 
God. And the peace of God, which passeth all 
nnderstanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
throt^h Jesus Christ. If ye etidare ehastening^ 
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God dealeth with you ..^s with sons : for what 
son is he whom, the father chasteneth not? 
But if ye be without chastisement, whereof aU 
are partakers^ then are ye bastards, and not 
sons. . Hide not thy face from me in the day 
when I am in trouble ; incline thine ear unto 
me ; in the day when I call, answer me spe^edily. 
In the day when I cried, thou answeredst me, 
and strengthenedst me with strength in my souL 
Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe : ^nd I will 
have respect unto thy statutes continually* O 
God, be not far from me:, O my God, make 
haste for my help. Make haste to help me, O 
Lord my salvation. Forsake me not^ Q Lord : 
O my God, be not far from me. Be pleased, O 
Lord, to deliver me: O Lord,, make haste to 
help me. Will he plead against me with his 
great power f No ; but he would, put strength 
in me. The Lord is on my side ; I will not fear 
what man can do unto. me. The Lord is the 
strength of my life ; of whom shall I be afraid f 
Though an host should encamp against me, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evih Cast thy burden 

I 

upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: he 
shall never suffer the righteous to be moved. 
He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most 
High .shall abide under the shadow of the Al<« 
mighty • He thc^t toucbeth you, toucheth tho 
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apple of fats eje. l¥e hate a sftrong city ; sal- 
Tatio^ irtH God appoint for walk and bulwarks. 
For he iihall ^ive his angels charge over thee, 
io kee]p Ihee in aB thj ways. They shall bear 
thee tip in their hands, lest thou AnA thy foot 
Against a 8tbne."« 

Afflictions are indeed blessings in disguise^t 
David says, " Before I was afflicted I went 
astray : but now I have known thy ways*"" And 
he concludes ^^ that it was good for him to have 
been afflictedt'^t he , esteemed it one of his 
greatest mercies : and thus it ever is with the 
children of \€rod in this world ; they will find a 
blessing concealed behind the darkest cloud, 
provided they wait and pray for it. The consi- 
deration of this circumstance should lead us to 
the exercise of cheerfulness. We should aim 
not only to be submissive, but grateful; not 
merely to bear with contentment the hand which 
9tikiteSf but likewise to praise him from whom 
all blessings flow. 

It is not contended that the mourner should* 
not feel and lament, but only that his brow 

« Job liv. 16. Fea. xci. 1&, id; dhr. iS; xnlr. 17; xnri. 7v 
iba. zti. 10, 13, 17; hrii. 18; Ixiv. 8. Jer. zzix. 11—14. Lam. iii.. 
3S^, 33. p8a.U.17. PfaU.iv.tf, 7. Heb.zu. 7,8. Psa.cu.2; 
exsEviSl. 9; cat. 117 ; faol 12; xKs^. 21,82; zl. 13. Job iz^'. 
6. Pn. czTiii. 6; xjcvii. 1, 3; zxiti..4; W. 22; xct^ 1. Zeeh. in 
d. Isa. zxvi. 1. Pwu zci. 11, 12. 

iPfla.cxis.67,71. 
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should not be ever clouded by anxiety, his Bfixits 
depressed beyond recovery, nor his teniper ren- 
dered wayward by discontent. He should aim 
at that cheerfulness which aris^ from easting 
all his burden upon God, and the consciousness 
of having intrusted hinisc^lf and his all in his 
hands. ^* Let not your . heart be troubled : ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many niansions : if it were 
not so, I would have told you^ - 1 go to prepare 
a place for you. And if I go and prepaj^e a 
{dace for you, I will i^ome again and rei^eive 
you unto myself ;^ that where I am, there ye 
B)Ay be also."* 

When the fond husband or the tender parent 
we^ps over the dear relative w:hom death has 
spatched away as the fragrant blossom wa». 
hastening to maturity, the earth appears a mere 
blank, an e^npty space, a lifeless portrait, a 
landscape ia which we must appear to move, 
but whence the vital principle, wfaic^ till noW 
has animated our bosoms, has fled for eirer. 
He must finidb bis journey alone, and. the iolittide 
of his aching bosom will be relieved only by 
those unparticipated disquietudes wliich await 
him as he passes through life. 

]3ut when be looks beyond the grave tp the 
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rest which remaineth lEbr the people of God»; 
when he contemplates the dearest friend of his 
bosom removed from suffering, and entered ibt^ 
this rest i translated from earth to heaven, from 
sorrow to joy, from pain to immortality, and 
transformed into the image of his Redeemer; 
he experiences a degree of peace which nought 
else can afford. He calmly yields to the wilt oi 
his heavenly Father, and finds a satisfaction 
almost indescribable, while his spirit bounds 
forward in anticipation of the blissful period* 
wh^n mortality shall be swallowed up of life ; 
when this corruptible shall haye^ put on incor* 
ruption, and his spirit, disengaged from the dull 
prison of mortality, shall wing its flight to realms 
of day. "' 

Imagination fondly pictures the guardian carr 
of those we have lost, as especially extended 
over U8; and as it verges to the last ol<)fling 
scene, and looks forward to the translaty)n <^ 
the soul to a heavenly world, it faintly portrays 
the exquisite delight it would experience, on 
being welcomed to this peaceful habitation by 
that glorified spii^it, now the hapless occasion of 
his grief and of his tears ; but ever after the en-? 
deared companion dnd participator of his eternal 
felicity. You may weep for your loss ; even the 
Saviour wept for Lazarus: but all his disciples,, 
all who hope to be with him hereafter, must 
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'* W!0ep as Ibaugii they iviepi not," must he pire* 
pared to res^ et^ry Messing tkey enjay, when^ 
caOed vpoa to take i^ their cross and foDow 
Mm. For ** trhosoeteir loTeth father or mother, 
or husband or wife, more than me, hath no part 
IB mj kingdom :" while we are assured on the 
other hand, that *< these li^ afflictions which 
are tmt for a moment, work out for us a far 
more exceeding emd eternal weight of glory: 
and that in due time we shall reap, if we faint 
not." 

' Wiik these glorious prospects, who would 
net pray for submissiott to the will of God f It 
is an arduous but imperative duty, and trusting 
to our own strength, we must fail in the pe)r- 
foirmance. Hence the necessity of seeking ^r 
di^be assistance from Him who has dedared, 

9 

** I win not leave you comfortless : 1 will come 
to you^ In the world ye shall hare tribulation : 
bat be df good cheer, I hare overcome the 
world."* So long as we attempt to exercise 
•obmission to the will of God of ournheiy so 
often shaU we find that the human heart is 
enmity against him, and that it is not naturally 
subject to his will. While we remain frai^ im- 
perfect, erring creatures, we shall stand in need 
of extradrdinary consdation and support^ or we 

/ 
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shall be incapable of i glorifying God by our ac- 
quiescence in his will, ai^d our humble, cheerful 
reliance on his goodness, and mercy, and love* 
Thus our almighty and compassionate Father 
has provided for pur necessities : he knows our 
hearts and frailties better than we do ourselves.: 
and he has kindly promised the assistance of ^ 
Spirit^ who is emphatically styled thd Coniiforter, 
even the Spirit of Truth, who '* shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance.'* " Without me ye can do nothing," 
says the Saviour ; '^ and in bis strength you will 
be more than conquerors*'' 

Those only who are taught by the Spirit of 
grace, can feel that entire acquiescence in the 
word of Godj from which so much comfort is to 
be derived. Though the Scriptures may con- 
ciliate our regards by their intrinsic beauty, and 
majesty, and grandeur, yet they will never engage 
our hearts and affections but through the agency 
of the Spirit. And unless this be the case, the 
efficiency of the divine word as a source of con- 
solation, will rest on a very precarious basis. 
How shall we j^bey the commcgidments, of the 
Lord, unlesrs we seriously and believingly receive 
themf And how shall we receive them, if we 
are not taught of God f It is only by the Spirit'9 
influence that we become united to Christ, and 
heirs of the blessings which are treasured up ill 
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bim : it fa only as «* the Spirit of holiness" dwefls 
in us, that.we con Ij© estranged frcmi the world, 
become dead to sin and alive to righteousness^ 
and can do that which is well pleasing in his 
sight ; or that we can lire by faith, and walk in 
newness of life. It is his office to take of the 
things of Christ ahd rereal them unto us ; and 
by his agency alone we can be strengthened, 
and enabled to yield to the merciful corrections 
of our almighty Friend. 

Nor was this Comforter promised only to the 
Apostles, but to all the children of God. Were 
it not for his effectual presence and blessing, 
they eould not sustain the trials with which they 
are, and have been, visited. But he is -ever 
present with those that love him, he will be 
, found of those who seek bim. Through his 
wisdom we shaiU learn obedience; through his 
strength we shall be encouraged to walk on in 
our duty; ami by his influence we shall be puri- 
fied from sin, and receive the .riches of grace 
which are treasured up in Christ Jesus;. we 
shall be enabled under every affliction to main- 
tain adequate and right thought^ of God ; our 
spiritual strength will be preserved; we shall 
walk correctly, since he helpeth our infirmity; 
and as he tnaketh continual intercession for us, 
we shall come boldly to a throiile of grace, and 
«^ek grace and strength for ercny time of need^. 
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nmj ^^ ^ if we hMekiwm d«^ed 
rested hi^ comf^rtiiif , st^portingf pr^aepc^;, 
if we, t)ir<](Ug)i bia influei^e, have embraced a 
SaviQUTr and are desirous of b^iQg taugbt of 
God ; if> forsaking every present vain and feebfo 
{HTopy we oome to>.le&us with cbild*lifce disposi- 
tions, simply desirous of submitting our whote 
souls to his disposed. Then have we ireason to 
rejoice in the darkest hour: even diUring the 
storm we shall not feel its terrors, we- shall be 
safe, for Jesus is our hiding-plafie. Guide us> 
O blessed Spirit, to this safe abode, and pre- 
serve us from wandering from thy way* 

Yet so feeble is the mind, so prone the heart 
to deviate fr^ofn its centre, that we stand in need 
of every possible support in the performance of 
this most important duty. Hence, it is well 
frequently to review thpse considerations which 
form the basis of acquiescence in the diyine ap- 
pointment. And when the, turbulence of passion. 
is almost enough to overwhelm the Christian, 
and induce him to distrust » the faithfulness of 
Crod, let the circumstances of his affliction be 
reviewed, let hiini, regard them with the eye of 
religion, weigh them in the balance of Scripture, 
and ask himself, whether God has forgotten to 
be gracious-r^ather, whether he ha» net remem- 
bered n^ercy at the vj^ry moment his ajrm was 
j extei^d^d to affli^-^ 



144 ON TH& DUTY OP RESIGNATION* 

Are there adt rery many circumstances of 
yftlliaticm in the present 'affliction, to excite yoiir 
gratitude and confidence P Have you not many 
mercies to be tjiankful for, and might not these/ 
likewise hlive been smitten? Might not God' 
have required your a)l» instead of this loveliest 
Messing? And is it not infinitely kind of him 
to provide you such everlasting and substantial 
consolation? to promise to be with you, and im- 
prove you by means of suffering i Besides, has 
not your dear relative been taken from the evil 
to eome, and translated from a thorny wilderness 
to the joys of Parltdise? A gracious Saviour 
had nurtured and prepared^ him for everlasting 
glory; and should you wish for his return to 
earth and sorrow? This would be a sad ex- 
change indeed, while death has paved the way* 
to everlasting happiness imd peace. 

Perhaps you had watched all the expanding 
beauties of his character, had seen them advance 

^ to the maturity of the Christian, and had pro* 
mis^d yourself much enjoyment of its excellen- 
cies for many years. God chooses wiser and 
better for you; he has ripened the blooming 
filtr, and gathered the fruit into his garner. He 

' has saved it frohi the chilly air of sin, from the 
blasting mildew of indifference, and from the 
destructive influence of error. Jehovah has per- 
fected the character! and your firieiid has entered 
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into the joy of his Lord. He calls upon you to 
follow him, to prepare for a heavenly world, to 
be weaned from earth a^id attached to heaven, 
to seek that haven of rest where he has now 
securely anchored. 

The Lord God is the sovereign Disposer of 
all* He is the supreme governor of the uni* 
verse, his eye is upon the eviFand the good, he 
is every where present, and directs every event 
by the word of his power. In the government 
of the world, he displays the most infiexibk 
justice. '^^ Justice and judgment are the habita* 
tion of thy throne. Surely his salvation is nigh 
them that fear him; that glory may dwell in 
our land. Mercy and truth have met together i 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
Truth shall spring out of the earth; and righte- 
ousness shall look down from heaven. Yea^ 
the Lord shall give that which is good ; and our 
land shall yield her increase. Righteousness 
shall go before him ; and shall set us in the way 
of his steps."* He is not man that he should 
err, nor the son oif man that he should repent ; 
but a Being of infinite purity and holiness, pre- 
siding over the actions and thoughts of meiiy 
and overruling them to his glory. 

Mo caprice, no unjust and unworthy motives, 

* Pm. buziz. 14; hozv. 9^13. 
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M»aii|ty passions influeiice his conduct; his 
decrees are the offspring of hohness, justice, 
and truth : what he has appointed should come 
to pass, none can hinder i foi], ^sven the winds 
and the waves obey him, and all things, animate 
and inanimate^tare controlled by his will, and 
become subservient to the execution of his pur- 
poses. He is infinUe wUdom* Nothing can 
oecur without.his knowledge. Where least the 
band of Omnipotence can be traced, still there 
he silently governs and directs the most trivial 
event. Nothing can escape his piercing eye: 
he sees the past, the present, and the future; 
and what he arranges for the good of his chil- 
dren^ is the offspring of boundless intelligence. 
Mo contingencies happen to him ; no unforeseen 
circumstances influence his will ; for he is ac* 
quainted with all possibilities, and knows at 
imee the remotest consequences. 

As our adorable Lord is infinitely wise, so is 
he merciful and good* He beareth long with 
sinners; he suffereth our wanderings from him; 
Jbe showers down his blessings upon ungrateful 
man ; he surrounds him with mercies, and would 
allure him to the enjoyment of everlasting peace 
and happiness in his service and love. Surely 
then it becomes us to be obedient to the acts of 
hid government, whose punishments are ever 
lighter than our sins ; who is able to preserve 
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US from falling, and to supply every want ; ivii0 
is acquainted with the most secret recesses of 
our bosom ; who^e heart is filled with pity and 
compassion, and overflows with loving-kindness 
to his children; vtho does not willingly afflict 
them, and only for their good ; who is able to 
support, iemd willing to afibrd them everlasting 
consolation. 

Nor must w^ ibrget, that, as a Sovereign, he 
has a distinct claim to our obedience, and a per- 
fect right to do with us as seemeth good in his 
sight. He is our Creator and Preserver; in 
him we live^ by him we breathe, and our com- 
forts are sustained. We are his children, his 
subjects; and, as such, obedience to his laws is 
required of us. For^ can we temporize wit^ 
him who sees our inmost thoughts, and is inti- 
mately acquainted with all we feel f His yoke 
is "easy," and his burden "light;" for he sup- 
potts the cumbrous load: and though he wiQ 
have his children willing to sustain the trials of 
his discipline, yet he has promised strength 
equal to their day ; he has engaged to be mti\ 
them ; yea, he sympathizes with them, and kindly 
shares the weight of sorrows under which they 

groan. 

This idea is still further enhanced by the 

consideration of our dependence upon him. Our 

daily blessings ajre received from his hand; oUt' 
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especial mercies are the offspring of his love and 
of his care. The good, we commonly enjoy, 
an4 almost overlqpk the hand which dispenses, 
comes equally from Him to whom we owe our 
greatest benefits. Perhaps we undervalue our 
Jbl^ssings of light, and air, and health, because 
we enjoy them every dlay ; when, in fact, for the 
' continuance of these, we are equally dependent 
upon God. Were it not for his goodness and 
ever-watchful care, were it not for his constant 
preservation^ we should no longer be cheered 
with the vicissitudes of the seasons, the sun 
might withhold its light, and the air we breathe 
would soon become contaminated, had he not 
wisely provided for its renovation. Ungrateful 
man is alone insensible to his Creator's kindness^ 
when all nature wakes out of sleep, and as the 
diky dawns from on high, hails the rising sun 
with cheerful aspirations of praise to Him who 
governs and preserves the universe in its present 
harmonious perfection. 

Should we then undervalue our comforts be* 
cause they are daily received f Especial blessings 
are alone required on particular emergencies; 
it is every day we need a renewed supply of 
daily mercies. It is the goodness of God which 
leads him to declare it to be his delight to dwell 
with the children of men. It is solely his mercgr 
Ud Ic^ which induce him to take pity on xA^ 
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and. to offer us his friendship, and^presenee, and 
blessing. It is his infinite goodness which leads 
US to. bear with our wanderkigs^ and. affection- 
ately to invite us to repentance. It is hi^ good- 
ness which sapplies our wants, correct our 
errors, and defends us in danger. **• Of ourselves^ 
we are insufficient as of ourselves to think ai9y 
good thing: but our sufficiency is of 6od; fer 
of him, and to him, and through him^ are all 
tWngs."* 

^ If we have any hope of eternal happiness; if 
we have any benevolent dispositions towards, 
those around us ; if^ when we have backslidden 
firoin God, our hearts are filled with sorrow and 
contrition, aiid we wish to return unto tbe Shep- 
herd and Bishop c^ our souls ; if we obtain par* 
don of our iniquities, and reconciliatioD to Him 
whose lavour is life ; and if we are enabled t^ 
persevere in a virtuous course ; atiU all this is 
of 6od, wha worketh in us both to will and to^ 
do ; all i» of God, who hath first reconciled w 
to himself, through Jesus Christ, his Son and 
our SavicMir, who is the medium through whicfh 
we receive the communication of h]3 favours. 
And still further^ it is only by the quickening 
influence of the Holy Spirit, which p^oceedeth 
from the Father ,and the Son, that lye. can W 

*2Cor.iii.5. .1 .. 
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BMule capable of recemng the great bleosiiiigt 
he has to bestow. So entirely dependent are we 
en Almi^ty God, for all we faaye, and are, or 
hope to be hereafter. 

Is it not most reasonable that we should cheer- 
fully submit, to Him who is thus our Sovereign 
Guide here, and will be our everlasting Judge : 
that we should yield obedience to Him by whom 
we think and feel, and in whom alone we live 
and breathe : that we should delight to do or to 
auffer the will of Him who bestows upon his 
people «uch peculiar blessings, and who makes 
affliction the means of their sanctification ? - \% 
it not most wise to yield submissively to Him, 
who, wiMle he deprives us of one blessings iff 
able, is willing, is waiting to bestow on us bless* 
lags far superior, even <^ the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit," and to fix all our hopes and 
affections on himself f He removes temporal, 
IB order to confer spiritual blessings ; he take^ 
away your friend, in order to bestow upon you 
himself, and teach you to vahie his presence, 
his truth, his love. 

But God is likewise b, faUhfid Creatcfr* In 
contemplating the character c^ /ehbvah as the 
Creator, this title must not be confined to the 
mere act by which the heavens and the earth- 
were formed, but must extend likewise to the 
j^servation of all things. ' He superiatemb the 
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irork of Us hands : by his watchftd proviitefiM 
he seejs the wants o£ his ereatares, and he afibfds 
them suitable supplies, always providiiig what ii 
^tfor ihem^ '* These wait all upon thee ; that 
thou nmyest give them their meat in due season. 
That thou givest them, they gather : thou openest 
thy hand, they are fillecl with good. Thou hidest 
thy faee, they are troubled : thou takest away 
their breath, they die, and return to their dust. 
Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are created: 
and thou renewest the face of the earth/'* 

It is a source of pleasing reflection to the 
Christian sufferer, that nothing happens to him 
by chance. Even the sparrows are the objects 
of the Almighty's care ; and how much more 
man, in so far as he is better than many spar- 
rows ! Even the hairs of his head are numbered, 
and nothing can occur to him, but as the instru- 
ment of divine compassion and tender regard. 
Not the meanestinsect escapes his providential 
notice ; and, in a particular manner, be watches 
over his people, and preserves them froin harii^j 
or directs their path where he has chosen they- 
should walk. 

All creatures me subject to his will, and none 
can injmre us, but in the accomplishment of his 
designs ; and if we are sincerely desirous of 

* Paa. civ. 27— 30: * 
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loving and serving him, we know diat love in^ 
tlie mainapring of his (conduct towards us. He 
watches over his children with assiduity, and he 
will not that ea^y should harm them, but seeks 
to recall them to his fold. Could we keep in 
view the design of infinite benignity in afflicting 
us, and rest assured of the wisdom of his ap- 
pointments; could we regard the tendency of 
affliction to humble us, to eouvince us <rf* slotn* 
fulness, to rouse us to the exercise of patience, 
to subdue the irregularities of our affections and 
passions, and excite us to practise Christian 
self-denial; we should then leave ourselves in hi» 
hand. Though the eye be dimmed by the tear 
of agony, and incapable of tracing his footsteps 
in the storms which desolate our fairest prospects 
and dearest hopes ; though we cannot penetrate 
the cloud which, surrounds us; and though our 
little sun of earthly joy seems to have sunk 
lielow the horizon, never to return and animate 
us with his cheering presence; yet we must ever 
remember> that God rides upon the whirlwind 
and manages the storm, conducts every event by 
the pure light of his wisdom and truth, arranges 
eaek ia the most exact order, and directs it to 
its proper end. S#on the Sun of Righteousnesa 
shall arise with healing in his wings ; and though 
you have lost your dearest friend, yet his happy 
spirit, freed from the fhackles <^ mortality, hai| 
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winged its flight to realms of day, and is now 
shining, and will for ever shine, in the mansions 
of the blefst. " Lo ! these are parts of his ways, 
bat how little a portion is heard of him !" 

The Almighty governs his people in love and 
for their good ; hence they owe him their grateful 
aspirations of praise for his gracious support, a 
calm and deliberate dedication of themselves to 
him during the darkest hours of adversity, and 
a firm reliance on his goodness and love with 
respect to the future. In the gloomiest seasons, 
the Christian will still lift up his heart to hea- 
ven, and pray for that patience and submission 
which are the gift of God. '' Yea, though he 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death^ 
he will fear no evil ;" for he will exclaim, ^' Thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me." 

But God is also a compassionate Father. In 
this endearing relationship he is ever nigh'anto 
his people, and that to bless them. We are his 
children by creation, and We partake the common 
blessings of his bounty ; but we are his children 
more especially by virtue of his grace implanted 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. When we 
have received Christ as our -Saviour, and *our 
only hope ; when we have renounced our attach- 
ment to the '* pomps and vanities" of this worM ; 
when we have learned .to yield obedience to him, 
and to strive earnestly to Uve to Ub gkMry ; then 
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we are, indeed, his children, and God is our 
Father. As such, he provides for our erery 
want; he watches aver us with unremitting 
care; he restrains our wanderings from him; 
and when he sees it necessary to correct us, he 
looks down upon us with the tenderest sym- 
pathy. 

How fondly does the affectionate plir^nt watch 
over the infant years of her helpless offspring! 
How eagerly does she listen to its feeblest cry, 
and cheerfully abandon her own comforts for the 
sake of her child! How large a space in her 
heart is occupied by her darling babe! All her 
life is characterized by the pursuit of its faappi* 
ness. How tenderly does she watch oVer its 
^expanding mind! How carefully doeslshe pre- 
serve it from the contagion of vice, while she 
nurtures the benevolent affections, and, with the 
earliest dawn of reason's morn, instills the pure 
principles of Christianity! With what fearful 
forebodings does she anticipate the period whep 
this sweet flower must be exposed to the stormy 
world ! With what care does she prepare it for 
the trials, the difiiculties, and dangers of Ufe! 
With what diligence does she repress the first 
angry emotions, the first symptoms of vice ! Not 
contented with providing for her offspring food^ 
and raiment, and temporal comforts, and know** 
Jedge, the Christian parent Btriv«s to rear it in 
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Che nursery of Piety for the Paradise of God ; 
and while she would Acquaint it early with its 
fallen state, and the only hope of recovery, she 
would earnestly train and discipline the mind to 
propriety of conduct originating from correctness 
of principle. Though her heart be filled with 
affection and, tenderness, yet with wisdom and 
justice she corrects the wandering, and punishes 
the disobedient and self-willed. 

But our Father which is in heaven is infi- 
nitely wise ; he is love ; his compassions fail not, 
and he cannot be influenced by the infirmities 
or necessities of our nature. '^ Surely he shall 
deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and 
from the noisome pestilence. He shall coyer 
thee with his feathers, and under his wings 
shalt thou^trust: his truth shall be thy shield 
and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the 
terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by 
day; nor for the pestilence- that walketh in 
darkness; nor for the defttruction that wasteth 
at noon-day. A thousand shall fall at thy side, 
and- ten* thousand at thy right hand; but it shall 
not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt 
thou behold and see the reward of the wicked* 
Because thou hast made the Lord which is my 
refuge, even the Most High, thy habitation; 
there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any 
plague come nigh thy dwelling. For be shall 



y 



156 our THE DUTT OF RESIGNATION. 

give his ftngek- charge Dver thte, to keep thee 
in all thy ways. On this wise ye shall bless the 
children of Israel, saying unto .them, The Lord 
bless thee, and keep thee : the Lord mai^e his 
face shine upon thee, and be gracious upto thee : 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee^ and 
gire thee peace. And they shall put my name 
upon the children of Israel ; and I will bless 
them."* He declares that an earthly parent 
may forget her offspring, yet he cannot cease to 
have compassion on his children. His bowelp 
yearn orer their sorrows: in aU their aiBiction, 
he is afflicted ; and the angel of his presence is 
nigh to comfort them. , 

What inference, then, must we draw from 
this display of the tenderness of Jehovah^s cha* 
racter ? Must we not allow, that as our Father, 
when he requires that the heart and affections 
should be placed on himself, he has an absolute 
right to themF He knows uikoA is best for us: 
hence the necessity of yielding obedience to him, 
and the sinfulness of withholding any thiog from 
him. 

He is an all-sufficient friend. Who has not 
felt the value of friendship in the hour of sor* 
row? Who has not proved the truth of the sen* 
timent, that *'it is the winter of sorrow best 
proves" the worth of a friend ? The kind baud 

* Psa. xci. 3-U. NMb. vi. 84— 27. 
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of affection; the sympathetic tear; the warm 
heart which beats in unison with another's wo; 
the bosom expanded to receive the expression 
of heartfelt anguish, and animated with kindred 
emotioin; the mild and persuasive eloquence 
which would aUeviate when it cannot remedy, 
and which would sooth and calm when it cannot 
alleviate; and th^ anxious desire to participate 
every painful feeling, and to share each rising 
thought; possess claims which none can esti- 
jpnate but those who have experienced their 
power. 

But friendship is bounded by the narrow 
sphere of sympathy: it aims to relieve, ' where 
it can only share the anguish of the troubled 
bosom : it would set the heart at rest, but it can 
only, palliate its oppression : it would give peace, 
and restore the lost blessing, when it can only 
bear a part of the weight of suffering.. But 
Jehovah is able as well as wiUing. His bound- 
less sympathy far exceeds the highest concep- 
tions of human love; and when he would share 
our griefs and carry our burdens', he can give 
peace to the mind— *peace which passeth all un- 
derstanding. He can participate oUr sorrows ; 
and though he inflicts the wound, he will faith- 
fully provide the balm : when he giveth quiet- 
ness, who then shall create sorrow? 

His faithfulness is engaged to support^ eom-* 

14 



JM ON tnfi DUTY dF KfiSfcNAimON. 

IhHj and admt US'; and finally give us a liappjr 
idstle om of ^evi^ry trial. He i^ -a very present 
help ik trouMe. We cahoot always ««joy tbcf 
doofhii^ aoeeiitB'of tlie ^olce^f friendflliifp; btA 
oUr Almighty Friend is always 'With us': during 
.the sleepless ^i^ht tUA re^less day, lus presence 
fa <mr firtay. When deprived of earthly coiii- 
jbrtSi aiid the mind rests WfCh gloomy delight 
tGto the exquisitely painful and ^eary solitudie 
,, Wilh which it is encompassed, then God is nigh; 
he kindly proffers his Support : he can make the 
wilderness to blossom as the rose, and the heart 
of the widow to sing (dr joy. 

3L ftotisand circuihstahces may interrupt the 
4Knnmunion of friendship Upon earth : but GoA 
is 'iiot like to corruptible tnan ; he is omnipotent 
and unchangeable. He knows not the shadow 
^f turning: he is a frienil that loveth b^ all 
limes. Do we need to pour out the anguidh of 
tmr souls intoifae bosom of friendship, he invites 
us to himself, and promises rest to the weary 
Ud the heavy ladeti. Do we require sympathy, 
he feels for ds: he knows what sore tempta-* 
tibbs Mean; he is acquainted with the feeble- 
ness of bur nature, and affords support ; he is 
Civ^r present, hears our complaints, and has 
engaged to send us answers of peace. Do we 
need consolation, he is able and willing to save ; 
ist t^n biSrvd ^up the 'fi'reften-iiearted^ "can Ileal 
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the troubled bosom» and lestpr^ peiace to. tb9 
aflkxious breasl. Do we r^qwre insUruction and 
direction along; the stormy wa^> h^ ha^ promised ' 
to guide and protect us.; and ofieva bis n^ord 
as a lamp unto; our feet and a Ugbt unto our 
path. He has said» ^^Lel not your beajift be 
troiUbled : ye belieFO m God, betieye also i^ me.. 
I will not leave yoa comfortless: t will come to 
yott. Peace I lea?e wit^ you, my peace I give 
unto you : not as the world giv^tlib, give l unto 
you. Let not your heart be trouble, neMper 
let it be afraid."* 

He is a gracious momHor. Tt>! give advice, 
and administer reproof is one of the vaost difiU - 
cttk and last pet foimed offices of humaji friend 
ship. But with 6od» this is no diif&^t tadi* 
He afflicts in order that the mind may he 
softened to receive reproof and instruction; 
he prepares the heart to listen to his adj9l^oiii^ 
tioiis, and ^us gaining entire access to the sohI, 
be is enabled, by the still small voice of the Spirit 
of his grace, te, say, '^ This is the way, walk ye 
in it." He Suggests the ejcistence of the veiry 
evil his discipline is intended to remofve, er 
points to the necessity of exercising th^ gvaees 
be baa designed to strengthen. He awab^il^ 
the supineneas and indolence ef the lethargic 
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bosom, and rouses to activity and exertion in 
the cause of tSod; and thus prepares the heart 
for a purer, a more fervent, and a steadier aim 
to the promotion of his gfory, and the advance- 
ment and extension of his power. He enlightens 
.the understanding, renews the will, and enables 
us to discern, as well as choose, the things which 
pertain to our everlasting peace. He warns us 
of danger, cautions against the indulgence of 
evil, and admonishes of the benefits to be derived 
from suffering. 

Surely, then, we can but infer the peace and 
safety of yielding submission to a Friend so 
wise, w.ho condescends to arrange our aflhirs for 
us. Omniscient goodness knoweth all things* 
He wisely or4ains what is best for us; and well 
knowing that we are incapable of choosing for 
ourselves, he condescends to superintend and 
appoint the events which shall befall us. Inti- 
mately acquainted with these circumstances, 
surely it is more than foUy, if we do not meekly,, 
quietly, and obediently acquiesce in his appoint- 
ments. Since we remain in his hands, we ai*e 
safe from every hurtful snare; and we are 
assured that all things shall work together for 
our good; for he has promised us protection, 
and' has engaged to convert the bitter cup of 
sorrow into the healing balm of contrition. He 
will give rest unto his people. How urgent a 
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motire to be still in the hour of darkness, aAd 

to wait for the peace and the delrr^rance^ which 

he has promised in his own time; assured of 

our inviolable security^ if we put our trust ill 

Him who is our refiige and strength : '* a strength 

to the needy in his distress, a refuge from tfaet 

storm, a shadow from the beat, when the blast 

of the terrible ones is as a storm against tha 

<w^. He will swallow up deftth in Yictory; 

and the Lord God will wipe away tears from 

bff all faces." And '4t shall b(» said in Ihtt 

day,9 liOt this is our God; we bfetve waited JNt 

lum, and he will save us : this is the Lord i WJ^ 

hare waited . for him, we will be glad and r^ 

joice in his salvation."* 
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CHAPTER VU. 

ON THE SOURCES OP CONSOLATION. 

We have alreadj traeed the duties of the 
mourner, and shaH now take a View of the con- 
Ablations provided for him, in submitting to the i 

will of €rod. These consolations are promised ; 

to those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin- ^ 

ceritj and truth, who are desircNis of imitating 
his example, and living to his glory. 

'^ There is no peace, saith my God, to the ^ 
wicked;^' neither can the troubled bosom» 
^itated by a thousand turbulent passions and 
solicitudes, lay claim to a participation of those 
consolations which are provided only for such as 
live by f&i^h upon the Son of God. Yet even 
those who are estranged from God, though they 
cannot appropriate these comforts to themselves, 
are not left without solace under the loss of 
their .relatives. They claim our pity, for they 
suffer acutely : they feel as much as others, and 
th€^ have not the same support under their 
trials. They know the bitterness of sorrow^ 
without the pleasure of o|)edienee ; they suffer 
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affliction, without the heart-«cheering prospect of 
eternal rest, when *' death shall be swallowed 
up in victory." 

Jf these pages should fall into the hands of 
such an one — ^if you are indeed mourning the 
loss of your earthly comforts, and not a, ray 6f 
hope, reflected from eternity, cheers your soli- 
tude, and animates you with delightful anticipa- 
tions of futurity ; if you have lost your dearest 
treasure, that in which your soul delighted) and 
your prospects are now clouded by the gloom of 
death; if you are suffering under the mighty 
hand of God, and yet peirceive not the hand that 
gives you the bread and water of affliction^ nor 
whence cometh your help; if you are esqperi- 
encing his wrath, and are not induced.to inquire 
wherefore he contends with you, and to search 
and try your hearts, repent of your iniquities, 
and turn unto the Lord your God; if you are 
angry with him under your trials, refusing to 
yield submission to his will, and calling in ques- 
tion the equity o^ his government, or the purity, 
wisdom, and goodness of his dispensations ; if 
you harden that heart which he would mould 
into conformity to his will» and impiously mur-» 
mur against heaven, or carelessly neglect its 
admonitions, it is to you I would address the 
.following consideratioQS ; and while they tend to 
mitigate your grief, may they induce you to be 
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Miimudy eonoerBcd alMMit yonr own state : tbr^ 
if you have no gfimmering' of peace, except a 
vague and ill-defined idea of a future state of 
ease, it is time that you begin to seek tAiAt rest 
wbich ^* remaiDeth for the people of God*"* * 

How are you prepared to enter on an eternal 
scene of existence, if you cannot bear the will 
of God ? How shall you enjoy the happiness of 
heayen, where it will be your sole em}dby to love 
and serve him, or be conformed to the image of 
the Saviour, when you refuse obedience to your 
heavenly Father, and when your heart is fixed 
and riveted to earth? It is in this world that 
the state of man is irrecoverably fixed ; he will 
receive hereafter according to the deeds done in 
the body;4ind while you are living estranged 
frOm God, and secretly hating his laws and his 
government, how shall you follow your dear 
relation, now gone to glory ? Thus unprepared 
for death, and for your coming change, adore 
the long-suiffering goodness and sparing mercy 
of Jehovah, that you are not called away from 
this worlds that life is still afforded you, that 
you are still invited to seek God, and to attend 
to those things which belong to your everlasting 
peace. * 

Disease might have been commissioned to cut 
short your slender thread of life, intfead of 
your dearest friends : at this mcmient you might 
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hliye been a notidng; and the future; destiny of 
your sQul, born for immortality, might have been 
fixed. Where, then, would, the disembodied 
spirit have found rest f In heaven f Alas ! no ; 
for here there is nothing congenial with it. The 
atmosphere of heaven is love; the Lainb of God 
is the light thereof; and all its joys and all 
its engagements centre in loving, adoring, and 
prdising Him that was slain for sinners. In 
these acclamations you could not have united 
with the spirits of the just ; and here, therefore, 
is no happiness for you. Yet this is the rest 
prepared for the people of God ; and if you cannot 
enter into it, you must be for ever excluded from 
the blessedness of the righteous. Your spirit is 
not fitted for communion with the pure intelli- 
gences of a heavenly world : and since there is 
no alternative but happiness and misery, if you 
lose the one, you will necessarily entei: into the 
sorrows of those who are excluded from it. 

As you have been living without God in the 
world, and refusing to listen to his admonitions^ 
so have you increased his displeasure; and justly 
might lie call you away from life, and consign 
you to that cheerless abode, where Hope riever 
enters. But though God reminds you of the 
uncertainty of life; though he shows you the 
necessity of an habitual preparation for death, 
and seeks to soften and gain admission to your 
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lieart; tbot^ ho warne you to fly from the 
wrath to come; iittit^ you to follow him who 
bas entered into the joy of his Lord ; offers the 
blessings of salYation through a crucified Re* 
deemerv and you refuse to listens—yet he « spares 
your life, and again entreats you to come to hiniy 
that you might have life. Rejoice, then, that 
youf days are (Mr^bngied; and* seek to foUow 
tho^e who, tbfough faith and patience, inherit 
the pKomises. If you witt but Msten to the stilt 
funall voice o^ the SpiriA of GUkI, the affliction 
ander which yon now mffer^ may prove the 
floecms of your everlasting blessedness ; it may 
k^d you to God for pardon, for grace and 
Strength, and every good and perfect gift. 

You have been living i» forgetfulness of God, 
and ignorant of the .beneficent hand which has 
daily been doiiig you good. You have refused 
attention to the invitations of the Gospel, and 
obedience to the commands of a Saviour, de- 
pending upon your own righteousness, and re- 
fusing the righteousness of Christ. Affliction^ 
by bringing you to reflecticm, awakening your 
fears, and exciting your attention to eternity, 
jnay become the instrujaaen^ of showing you your 
distance from heaven, and the entire helplessness 
of your situation ; it may bring you to inquire 
into the way of salvation ; to know the nature of 
Ae btossings prepared fiur those wko kxre God ; 
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and thus yOtt may Me led to lay hold of the hope 
set before you in the Gospd. If tfaisshonU prwe 
to be the ease, you wiB gteatly rejoice that yon 
have been afflicted, though now- for a «eas«i 
yoq may be in heaviness* 

You are environed by all the gloomy solemni^ 
ties of death. The voice which so latelj^^eheered 
you, is now httdhed in eternal nknee^ 'the ex*- 
.pressive* countenance, though th^ last sniile >of 
afTectidn may still linger on the ieatures, ftiid 
almost seem to animate the ccdd. and pallid 
cheek with its wcmted hue pf pleasure, is now 
no longer the index of the (thousand delightful 
emotions which once constituted the friend ; the 
beaming eye, so lately sparkling with the match- 
less eloquence of mild intelligence, is now sunk 
into its orbit ; the late active bosom, no long^ 
respon^ve to its kindred heart, lies motionless, 
incapable of sympathy, alike insensible «to pre- 
seilt joy or suffering. And can you look on titat 
beloved corpsef; can you reflect on the endeared 
Scenes of affection, ^Ueh memory too faithfulfy 
depicts ; can you fiidlbw the departed qpirit to 
the regiofis of the blest, and not be incited to 
inquire, what is death, and how was this painM 
iseparatiiln introduced into the world ? 

To this inquiiy, an«mswer must be given itt 
the words of inspiration: >' That by the disobe- 
diienee of <rae nis^, Adam,^ sin came into the 
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world, and death by sin."* What, then, is this 
great evil, which has entaUed a agrse upon the 
children of men, and from which you yourself 
are not exempt? for, by the same infallible 
Guide you are informed, that ^* to love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, is the first and 
great commandment."t Yet your conscience 
informs you, you do not so love God; and if you 
do not, you have broken his law, and thus obtain 
an affecting proof of the overwhelming influence 
of sin over the heart. What, then, is the cause 
of this aversion from God, ahd from his com- 
mandments ? It is the reigning influence of a 
corrupt, depraved nature, inherited from the first 
transgressor Adam. The Scriptures of everlast** 
ing truth inform us, that the heart of man is 
*' deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked;" that we cannot think a good thought, 
nor do a good action ; that if we say. we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, we make God a liar, 
and the truth is not in us; that we are prone to 
evi], and that continually; and that there is none 
righteous, there is none that understandeth, 
none that seeketh after God. 

Man was created in the image of God, and 
formed in purity and innocence ; but he broke 

" Rom. V. 12. t Matt. xzii. 37, 38. 
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the law of God, " Whereby" (in the expressive 
language of the established church) ** it .came 
to pass, that as before he was blessed, so now 
he was accursed; as before he was loved, so 
now he was abhorred ; as before he was most 
beautiful and precious, so now he was .most 
vile and wretched in the sight of his Lord and 
Maker ; instead of the image of God, he was 
become the image of the devil ; instead of the 
citizen of heaven, he was become the bohd-slave 
of hell, having in himself no one part of his 
original purity and cleanness, but being alto- 
gether spotted and defiled ; insomuch that be 
now seemed to be nothing else but a lump of 
sin, and therefore, by the just judgment of God, 
was condemned to everlasting death.'' And as 
in ^^ Adam all died," this curse fell not only 
gn himself, but on his posterity and children 
for ever. 

This is your condition, lost, ruined, iand un- 
done ; but your Bible informs you, that God is 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abun^* 
dant in goodness and truth ; that he willeth not 
the death of a sinner, but rather that he should 
torn unto him and live ; it invites you to repent- 
ance, and holds out the hope of eternal salvation 
to those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the only way of acceptance and justMcation. 
^^ The offeriiig of Christ once made, is that per- 

15 
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» 

feet redemption, propitiation, and saiisfactioti 
^ all the sins of the whole worid, both original 
i^nd actual ; and there is none other satisfaction 
for sin but that alone. It is a faithful saying, 
%ad worthy of aU apceptation, that Christ Jesus 
eaxoe into the world to save sinners." 

Because all men have In^oken the 4aw of God^ 
f n4 incurred his righteous displeasure, it is im- 
|iossible that any eao be saved by bis own works. 
4J1 our most holy acts are polluted in the sight of 
Ood, and can only be accepted by hiip through 
the mediation and intercession of a Saviour^ 
fet . '^ when lUl hope of righteousness was past 
^ our parts.; when we had nothing in ourselves 
ivbereby we might quench his burning wradi« 
' «nd work the salvation of our souls ; then, even 
then, did Christ the Son of God come down 
from heaven, to be woimded for our sakes — to 
be reputed with the wicked — to be condemned 
to death — to take upon him the reward of our 
sins — and to give bis body to be broken on the 
cross for our offences ; that we, by virtue of bis 
blood shed upon the cross, and of his finished 
tightfiousness, imputed to us through faith in his 
atoning sacrifice, might be clean purged from 
mr sins, aiKl made righteous again in his sight. 
But the dexAh also believe and tremble ; yet this 
is not that faith which worketh by love. And 
Ihis tvue Christian faith hath no man, who, in 
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the outward profession of his mouth, and id his 
outward receiving of the sacraments — in coming 
to the church, and in all other outward appear- 
ances, seemeth to be a Christian man, and jet 
in his living and deeds showing the contrary.'^ 

Thus jou do see that the only mean and in- 
strument of salvation required on our parts, is 
'^ faith ; that is to say, a sure trust and confidence 
in the mercies of God. Yet faith without works 
is dead : it is not faith, as a dead man is not a 
man. This dead faith, therefore, is not that 
sure and' substantial faith which saveth sinners. 
But that faith which worketh by love, is a quick 
and living faith. And this faith is not without 
hope and trust in God ; nor without the love of 
God, and of our neighbours; nor without thfe 
fear of Crod; nor without the desire to bear 
God's word, and to follow the same in eschewing 
evil, and doing gladly all good works."* 

From this brief summary of Christian doe- 
trine you will learn your own miserable con- 
dition, the necessity of repentance, humbling 
yourself before God, and crying to Him for 
mercy who alone can give you peace, rest', and 
quietness of conscience. These blessingfs* he has 
promised to those who diligently seek him ; nd 
for their own merits, but of his great loving- 

* Vide^the HoiluUefl j»ikttiii. 
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kindness and tender mercies, for the sake of 
Christ Jesus, who was crucified, dead, and 
buried, that he might be made alive, fitted for 
an inheritance with the saints in light, and made 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ. Un- 
speakably .happy will you be, if you are brought 
seriously to reflect upon' and embrace these 
great truths, by the influence of affliction; and 
earnestly to fly to Jesus for grace and strength, 
the forgiveness of sins, and conformity to his 
glorious image. No longer continue careless or 
indiflerent; but implore the divine assistance, 
to lead and guide you into the way of all truth, 
and then, when the present cloud shall have 
passed fiway, you will have reason to rejoice in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might. 

But I now turn to the Christian mourner, 
and offer to him the rich consolations provided 
in the Gospel. Your loss is indeed great; 
nature feels the dissolution of its tenderest at- 
tachments ; let us then examine whence cometk 
your help : and may the God of peace fill your 
heart with peace and joy, a peace which passeth 
understanding, a joy which arises from the anti- 
cipation of the glory that shall be revealed in 
you, when these light afflictions shall have ac- 
complished their design, even the sanctificatioa 
of your souls. 

It is the Lord's hand that is upon vou: 
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trMbtes do not spring fit>iii the du^; th^ ai^ 
not brought about by fo^uitovm etehts, but are 
commissioned by Infinite Wisdom to accomplish 
its designs. J% knows, and sees j and orders' 
whwc is bcJst for yon; and yoii may be'ii^tired 
that he doth all things well. 

While we confine our riews to the circum- 
scribed sphere of oUr present vision, our minds 
are agitated and disturbed by a thousand vain 
regrets and foolish wishes. Bat when we con^ 
template every event of our lives as sent by 
Crod, and so nicely arranged and adjusted, that 
nothing can happen but through his permission, 
and ^en under hrs especial guidance and'govern*- 
ment, we are induced to exclaim, "It is the 
Lord. Shall we receive good at the hand of 
the Lord, and shall we not receive evil ? The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord. I was dumb 
with silence ; I opened not my mouth, because 
thou didst it. The Lord killeth, and maketk 
alive; he bringeth down to the graVe, and 
bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor, and 
maketh rich: he bringeth low, and liftetb up. 
We will be still, and know that he is God ; for 
the Lord of Hosts iff with us, the (Jod, of Jacob 
is our refuge." 

When we look to him as the Author of o^r 
sorrows, our minds become tranquil; our doubt« 

15* 
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are removed, every gloomy presage is banished, 
the dark cloud i9 chased away, and the light of 
the Sun of Righteousness beams upon our soli- 
tary and benighted way, and shows that the path 
to happiness and heaven leads thither through 
much tribulation. We are no longer disturbed 
by the solicitude of anxious inquiry as to the 
caused by which such and such events have beea 
brought about ; for God condescends to appoint 
them, and from him should we receive them; 
assured, that if we are his people, we are im- 
moveably secure amidst every changing scene* 

God is the fountain of true comfort. But he 
can be so to us only in proportion as we can call 
him our God. , Do we then feel satisfied that we 
are his children, that we love him because he 
first loved us ; and that we are desirous of serving 
him, and living with a single eye to his glory? 
We can be happy under the severest trials ; for 
we know that we are the objects of his especial 
favour and regard, and that nothing can hurt 
u&, since the faithfulness of Jehovah is engaged 
to guide us through life, support us even in the 
dark valley of the shadow of death, and finally 
land us in the haven of immortal peace- 
All things shall work together for good to 
those who fear Him. But the question naturally 
occurs. Are we his people? and what right 
have we to appropriate these promises to Qur-> 
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selves ? Surely we cannot be the objects of his 
divine compassion and love, when we are suffer- 
ing his displeasure, when he is evincing against 
us the fierceness of his wrath? Yet beware of 
writing bitter things against yourselves, and 
tarnishing the lustre of Jehovah's immaculate 
purity and* boundless compassion I Have you, 
with a deep ,conviction of your sinfulness and 
unworthiness, come to God, and sincerely en- 
treated his forgiveness through the blood of Jesus ? 
' Have you embraced the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
only way of salvation, and as your only refuge ? 
Have you fled to him, desirous of being washed 
in his blood, and made clean from your iniquities? 
Do you hate and avoid the practice and indul- 
gence of sin ? and do you earnestly implore the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, to enable you to 
walk in his ways ? Do you, from motives of love 
to him, seek after conformity to the image of 
your Saviour, and desire to advance his • king- 
dom, and love his people on earth? Do you 
earnestly desire to devote your time and talents, 
your all, to his glory ; and though you lament 
your daily imperfections, do you breathe after 
holiness, and forgetting those things which are 
behind, do you strive to press forward toward 
the mark« for the prize of our high cieilling in 
Christ Jesus ? Then are you one of his people, 
however feeble and glimmering may be your 
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fitfth: and as saeb joo are interested in his care 
af his ehSdfeik 

" Sti^, O beavens; and be joyfiil, O earth; 
imd break forth into sinking, O mountains: for 
the Lord hath corafinrted his people^ and wffl 
hare merey upon his afflicted* But Zion saidy 
' The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath 
forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sudung 
child, that she should not have compassion <m the 
son of her woinb ? yea, they may forget, yet wiH 
I not forget thee. BehiM, I hare graren thee 
ufon the palms (^my hands ; thy waUs are con- 
tfaiuaUy before me."* The Almighty has pro- 
mised that nothing shall hart his children, for he 
is thd rock of their salvation, and a sure defence 
ia every time of need. As the mountains are 
round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round 
about those that fear him, to protect, guide, and 
comfort them. He has prmnised strength equal 
to their day, and by his Holy Spirit he supports 
the feeble and cheers the distressed. 

When God afflicts, he has far higher designs 
than simply to exeni{rfify his compassion, his 
foitlrfiilness, and his power in supporting under 
trials ; he wishes his people to wear more of his 
image on their hearts, and to have their affections 
set on heavenly things. He is well acquainted 

* Im. iliz. 13—16. 



r 



•N THE SOURCES OF CONSOLATION. 177 

with the secrets of all hearts : he sees and knows 
all that passes in the inmost bosom : nothing is 
concealed from his scrutiny. He perceives that 
jour mind is occupied with earthly things, your 
affections fixed inordinately on some beloved ob- 
ject. He beholds you planting, nourishing, and 
watering, with unremitting care, the gourd under 
which you have taken shelter, and in whose shade 
you allow your best affections to breathe out all 
their freigrance. He sees that all your attentions 
are directed to the support of this frail and lovely 
flower, find that you lose sight of the kind hand 
which gave^ and which has hitherto supported its 
existence. You are indeed anxious for its wel- 
fare, but you do not look to God alone to bless it, 
and bless it to yourself. You are unmindful of 
Him to whom, you should consecrate the blessing* 
The eye of Infinite Goodness perceives how your 
thoughts and affections are alienated from him- 
self, and solely engaged in the present welfare 
of your darling idol. Most kindly then does He 
commission disease to blast your gourd, and you 
see it wither away and die before you. 

And dost thou well to be angry f Alas ! how 
foolish has been your conduct! You have been 
building plans of happiness for many years, on 
the creature of a day ;■ and in one hour, all is cut 
down with a stroke. When ypu were busily en- 
gaged in preparing for yourself the cruel recol* 
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lection of abused mercies, was it not an ini|tsaica 
of ahnigfaty care, that he warned you of danger^ 
and taught you the insufficiency of any thing but 
himself, to confer substantial happiness? He 
corrects, that you may deeply feet the sin and 
folly of your past conduct, and return unto him 
with full purpose of heart. Your earthly com- 
forts are renjoved, in order that your hearts may 
be prepared for better and more enduring bless- 
ings, and that your souls may be left- at liberty 
to be engaged about his service. 

The Lord God will have all his cluldren to be 
burning and shining lights in the world, to show 
forth his praise. He has not called them out of 
<^rkness into his marvellous light, in order that 
they may extinguish or conceal the light that is 
in them, or be like unto the feeble glimmering of 
the glow-worm, chiefly visible during the gloomy 
night, chained to earth, and destined to illui^inate 
its own little narrow sphere. But He wills that 
the principles of divine grace be nurtured and 
expanded into action, that they be wrought into 
habits, and Exhibited to the praise of the glory of 
his- grace. He wills that th^ Christian's light 
should teach the way to h«aven, and show to 
others the beauty of holiness. His should be a 
life of constant activity and vigilance : for he has 
much VfyAo; and soon the night cometh, when no 
mafl can woriu And he is concerned, not only 
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that otkers^ seeing bis copductf skould glorif/ 
God, but that he himself should be nurtun^l lot 
the heavenly world; and that, having been a 
light to others, he should at last shine as a stf^r 
for e^er in the firmament of glory. 

Hence, he should be careful of his thoughts, 
bis feelings, and affections; and anxious that 
they may be kept right with God, that the Al*^ 
mighty may be their* centre and source. This 
caiinot be, while he loves excessitiely any creature ; 
and therefore God, in his great mercy, remove? 
the fondly admired object which absorbs the soul, 
steak its richer Acuities from heaven, and hides 
them in a vessel of clay. Thus the heart, which 
before wo^ engrossed with earthly care, is pre- 
pared for tb« reception of himself, and perfected 
for the heavenly glory above. 

Is it pot coiisoliDg, that the conduct of Jehovah 
IB governed by such gracious designs towards 
you; and that you are entirely in the hands of 
one who so intimately knows what is best for 
you, and is able to do more and better for you 
than you can ask or think ? His object in afflict- 
ing you is extensive and permanent. He wills 
that you commit yourselves entirely to his guid- 
ance and government ; and he wishes to induce 
that frame of mind, in which you wiU make a 
distinct and entire surrender of yourself to him. 
He designs that the chief aim of your life should 
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be to hve and serve him ; that his Spirit should 
abide in you and assist you in the performance 
of his will: that your dispositions, temper, and 
frame of mind should be purified and directed 
towards Him whom you should supremely love 
and regard. 

It will be of little avail toconteitaplate Jehovah's! 
character as engaged to afford grace and strength 
to the sufferer, if we do not pray for devotedness 
to him. It is only to the humble, contrite ^oul 
that his blessings are given : and it is not easy 
to conceive the tranquillity, peace, and joy arising 
from a fixqd and entire dedication to his service* 
From the heart we desire to be his, and to live to 
his glory : we would know no other first principle 
lof action than love of him : we can no longer be 
anxious about our concerns, for we are assured 
that all is in his hand, and therefore are we safe. 
We would earnestly desire to be more entirely 
his, and to love and serve him better. We would 
commit our way unto the Lord, and seek to 
glorify him with our bodies and with our spirits. 
He who inhabiteth eternity will take care of us : 
he asks for our heart, and we will give it him 
unreservedly; for then, and then only, shall we 
enjoy tranquillity : we shall rejoice in the God of 
our salvation, who voluntarily and graciously un- 
dertakes to relieve us of every burden, and to 
give us peace. 
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No tranquillity can be compared with the peace 
of God, the calm serenity diffused over the whole 
soul, by a reliance on his goodness, and obedience 
to his commands. When the paroxysms of grief 
recur, when the mind is agitated by the retros- 
pect of its lost happiness, and by the contempla- 
tion of the fearful evils with which it is environed } 
if the mourner comes to God, and in humble faith 
seeks comfort alone from him, he will give it, he 
will manifest himself to the soul, so as to fill its 
vast desires; he will allay the aching heart and 
tranquiUize the troubled bosom, with his cheer- 
ing and sustaining presence, and with the bright- 
ening prospects of eternity. 

The consolations of God are, however, to be 
expected only in obedience to his will, and we 
must be careful that we do not grieve the Spirit 
of God, by murmuring, or calling in question the 
righteousness of his proceedings. This, indeed, 
would invalidate our claini to comfort ; while, if 
we wait upon God in the way of his appointment, 
in due time we shall reap, if we faint not. And 
we shall reap, not only present comfort and 
support from Him who can give us a name and 
a place better than of sons or daughters, but 
that peace which arises from the hope of our 
interest in the pardoning love and favour of 
God; that consolation which is founded on Christ 
as our Mediator) Intercessor, and Advocate; 

16 
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that cordial sup|x>rt which origisates .irom the 
influence of the principles of rdigion ; that calm 
and holy jo j which owe£ its birth to the prospects, 
the gioriouj^ {anticipations with which we ai^ 
surrounded : ^^ for I reckon that theso light afflic* 
tions are not worthy to ,be compai:ied with the 
glory that shall follow*" '^ For which cause we 
faint no^ ; but though our outward man perisK, 
yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 
For our light affiiction, wlvich is hut for a mo^ 
meat, worke^h hr us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory; while we look not at 
the things which are seen : for the things which 
are seen are temporal ; but the things which are 
luxl seen are eternal*"* 

Bal we rejoice in the end which afBiction i$ 
accomplishipg in us* It is preparing us to glorify 
God, and for an abundant entrance into that rest 
which he, has provided for those who, through 
much tribulation, have washed their robes in the 
blooded the La^ib» and now inherit the kingdom* 
It is the discipline by which we are taught to 
regard God as our chief good» We learn the 
frailty of our own nature^ the folly cf departing . 
from him, and of resting in any. other source of 
happiness. It will purify and exalt our gfaoes, 
that, thus fitted for breathing the purer ^tmos*- 
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phere of > the bearenly world, these themselyes 
maj be the spring of qiore^abundant happiness, 
where perfect pleasure dwells. 
. Afflictions, well sustained, {^ove a source of 
comfort even on earth, from the manifestation 
of the glorjand grace, of God; while they endure 
but for an instant of time, and will soon be 
Swallowed up in praise, in an exceeding and 
.eternal weight of glory. While the Christian ^ 
thus looks beyond the narrow boundary of mor- 
tality, and catohes a glimpse- of the heavenly 
state, he is ready to endure even far tnore^ that 
lie maj win Christ and be fomid in him. He is 
concerned to glorify God, and anxious* that his 
heart shotAd be elevated above peeseqt pains 
and sorrows, and fixed on tho&e eternal things, 
during our steady regard on which ovdy it ie 
that we can expect to derive benefit froin the 
exercise of sorrow. Let us then earnestly lo(A 
to God as the author of every affliction, and* 
derive unfeigned consolation from the recollec- 
tion, that, as such, He afflicts in wisdom and 
love, that he is engaged to uphold us, that he 
chastens us for our good, thax he is ever with 
us, and prepares us for a residence with himself 
in th0 kingdom of glory. 

Consolation is again to be derived from the 
nature of the comfort you have lout. At best, it 
wa« a mortal Uessing. Yon eonld have enjoyed 
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it but for a short time longer; and eren thi» 
enjoyment would have been intermingled with 
many tears of sorrow, which your dearest friend 
will now escape; and would have been inter- 
rupted and impaired by a thousand troubles and 
disquietudes, which will now be avoided. The 
blessing you have lost is of a temporal nature, 
and you now feel how much you were attached 
to it ; how deeply rooted were your affections, 
not simply on the object of your fondest hopes, 
but ramifying most extensively on this lower 
soil. Many points of attachment to the earth 
are now cut off; many sources from which you 
derived supplies of present pleasure are dried 
up; you have fewer attractions to the world, 
and your most valued treasures are removed to 
heaven : and '^ where the treasure is, there will 
the heart be alsp." Yes ; your hearts will still 
love to follow your beloved relatives, and delight 
in anticipating the possession of heavenly ^/tctYy. 
Thus will you be aiming after conformity to a 
dear Redeemer, that you may be with him, and 
with his children: and you will not only find 
that your spiritual pleasures are undiminished, 
but that they are increased. All the pure sources 
of present happiness are left untduched, nay, 
are purified and enlarged: for, will not your 
capacity to love God, your delight in his service, 
your humility, your confidence, your faith, yonr 
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bope, be magnified and established, when your 
heart is thus raised to another and a better 
world ? 

Besides, you are feelingly taught the important 
lesson, that there is no rest on earth, and that 
disquietude and care are ready to mar your 
happiest moments. The spirit of your dearest 
firiend has fled from the uneasiness of a longer 
pilgrimage on earth, to a place of safety and of 
rest ; has escaped the trials which are necessary 
to remind us we hare no abiding city here ; and 
has for ever bidden adieu to the gloomy cares 
with which the imperfection of our nature had 
encumbered its path through this world's wide 
wilderness. You have sustained the loss of a 
beloved object, which too probably was the 
means of dividing your heart, and weaning your 
affections from God : and thus are ybu prepared 
to receive him with your whole heart, to remem- 
ber thy first love, " to remember from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent and do thy first work :** 
and are excited to << be watchful and strengthen 
the things that remain, and are ready to die ;'* 
that when your Lord cometh^ you may be found 
watching. You have lost a present comfort; 
yet a wise and merciful God overrules for good 
this afilictive event, and makes it the instrument 
of bringing you' to enjoy far greater and im- 
perishable pleasures. 

16» 
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But, again, a great source of consolation is 
presented to the affectionate heart, in the im- 
mediate perfect happiness of him who has been 
removed. How inexpressibly joyful niust be the 
transition ! Only conceive of the infinite sur- 
prise of the holy, happy, disembodied spirit ; 
perhaps suddenly translated from earth to hea- 
ven, scarcely even tasting of death, and quickly 
winging its flight across the dark and unknown 
valley, to realms of everlasting day ; this hour 
wandering on earth in perfect health, and, though 
surrounded with trials and difficulties, imploring 
its Maker for guidance and assistance in keeping 
his ways ; the next, sleeping in the bosom of a 
compassionate Saviour ; in a moment swept away 
from all these vain and transitory scenes, and 
introduced to the society of the blessed ^ with, 
'^ W^ell done, good and faithful servant ; en^er 
thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

Or conceive of the ravages of disease, slowly 
depriving the cheek of its crimson hue of health, 
undermining the powers of the constitution, and 
impairing Xhe activity of that body which was 
lately subservient to the volitions of an active, 
intelligent, affectionate, and pious mind. The 
animal powers are fast verging to decay, and 
ere long, the principle of vitality must be extin- 
ffuished. Yet, even now, the Christian rises 
above disease, and though his outward man de- 
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cay, his inward strength is renewed day by day ; 

he bears an ample testimony to the goodness of 

God, and to the supporting influence of the truths 

of the Gospel; for he knows in whom he has 

believed, and is persuaded that he is able to 

keep that which be has committed to him, unto 

the last day. Even in the closing scene, though 

he niay not die triumphant, yet his hopes and 

joys are fixed on God, his faith and confidence 

in the atoning merits of a Redeemer's sacrifice. 

The happy spirit, though it still linger on the 

confines of mortality, is pluming its wings to soar 

above : 

i 

** The nearer still she draws to land, 
The more her sacred joys expand ; 
With steady helm,- and 'well-bent sail, 
Her anchor drops withiii the vail ! 
Triumphant now she claps her wings, 
And her celestial sonnet sings, 
Glory to God !" 

Kin has no longer any influence to damp the 
joy and interrupt the prospects of the soul. 
Faith is exchanged for sight, prayer for praise, 
expectation for fruition. There is no darkness 
.now; for he sees God, sees him as he is, is 
conformed to his image, and filled with his 
glory. It is impossible to conceive, much lAore 
depict, the felicity of the disembodied spirit, at 
once freed from all the shackles of mortality. 
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and delif fating in the service of tte Mbst Highf 
all its faculties, its powers, and its affections, 
centering in kim, purified and sublimed, and 
exercised on a scale the most comprehensive^ 
unlimited, and eternal* 

Only conceive of the happiest moments you 
ever spent on earth with our dear friend now in 
heaven; those in 'which, prostrated before tbe 
throne of God, in social yet private worship, 
you joined hands and hearts in mutually sup- 
plicating the favour of Jehovah, and the best 
blessings of his smiles on your undertakings for 
his service. Conceive of that sweetest com- 
munion of souls which you have participated^ 
(how did your hearts burn within you, with love 
to God, and to each other !) and the entire ex- 
emption you have enjoyed from every jarring 
sound. How sweet is the recollection of those 
few happy moments ! now infinitely dear to 
memory ! Yet, if you endeavour to multiply 
these joys with all the powers of your mind, yoa 
will fall incalculably short of the actual blessed- 
ness of heaven; for '* eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man 
to conceive the joys which are reserved for the 
people of God." 

And this blessedness is eternal : it knows no 
change, is the same yesterday, and. to-day, and 
for ever. Into this joy jour friend has entered ; 
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and as you loved him on earth with disinterested 
affection, are you not consoled by this delightful 
prospect ? Nay, do you not rejoice to part with 
yauT own ease, that he may be happy ? Is it 
not happiness to know that he is *' where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are 
at rest ?" Yes, it is— -you would not wish him 
back again; you prefer his happiness to your 
own, and only desire to follow him : you recollect 
his present peace, and are comforted. 

God has graciously removed one of his tender 
feeble lambs; has promised to keep it in his 
bosom ; to cherish it, and restore it to you at his 
appointed time. He has taken it away from the 
evil to come. Jesus says, " In the world ye 
shall have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world." In Jesus, too, your 
dear friend has been made more than conqueror, 
and has escaped the tribulations of a protracted 
warfare : he has escaped from his own frailties, 
and has exchanged the infirmities of our nature 
for glory, honour, and immortality. 

Though he be no more seen upon earth, 
though his place be vacant in the sanctuary, 
though there be none to occupy bis useful sta- 
tion, and none to fill his domestic relations, yet 
he is not lost; he is not dead, but sleepeth; he 
ever liveth and reigneth with the saints in light. 
He dwells not upon earth, but lives in immor- 



190 ON THE SOURCES OF CONSOLATION. 

tality, in the immediate presence of God, atid 
the service of the Redeemer. Sorrow i& no 
longer known to the blissful inhabitant of a 
heavenly world ; sin is for ever banished ; disease 
and death ia.re known no more^ and can no longer 
impair the activity of the soul: the understanding 
is not fettered by the cumbrous medium of clay» 
through which it receives its exterior notices^ 
the heart is no longer throbbing with wo, nor 
agitated and disturbed by ^ thousand painful 
feelings and conflicting passions, but animated 
solely with the love of God : 

" The tears are all wiped from those ejeB^ 
And evil they never shall seej' 

The understanding is enlarged to comprehend 
what is the height, and breadth, and length, and 
depth of the love of God ; the heart is expanded 
to feel alone its unbounded influence ; and the 
whole soul is fitted and prepared, and all its 
powers and faculties are rendered capable of 
relishing the joys of the heavenly state, of ador- 
ing, loving, serving, and praising God. 

Though absent from the body, he is for ever 
present with the Lord : he has joined the song of 
the redeemed above, and has united in ascribing 
praises to the Lamb tha^ was slain. No longer 
worn by disease, distressed by affliction, assailed 
by temptation, or haunted by sin, theire is full en^ 
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joyment for the expanded heart in the worship 
of God. He is present with his Redeemer, with 
Him who, became a ransom for many, suffered 
the wrath of God for the sins of his people, and 
gave himself for them, that they through Him 
might find acceptance with God — with Him^ who 
has-been his God, his father, and his friend ; his 
guide through life, his support under trials and 
distresses, his everlasting portion in the midst of 
every clfenging scene ; his hope, and all-sulBcient 
Saviour, in the last hour aS death — with Him who 
has been his joy, and is now become his exceeding 
great reward — ^with Him in whose presence is 
fulness of joy, and at whose right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore. 

From the contemplation of this state (^endless 
bliss, you are led forward to reflect on the present 
perfection of the capacities of the deceased* 
With pure and chastened delight, you have loved 
and admired the character of your dear friend 
while on earth. The mild and varied intelligence 
of a well-stored mind ; the meek, disinterested 
affection of a heart formed for tenderness, and 
moulded by religion ; the benevolence of his dis* 
position; his amiable temper; the rectitude of 
his principles ; his fear of God, and obedience to 
his commands; his delight in his service, and 
desire of living to his gl(»'y ; the excellence of his^ 
conduct, and his unremitting exertions to be con* 
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stantly doing good to all the poor, needy, afflicted, 
and wandering, in his sphere — ^formed so many 
points of attraction, on which you delighted to 
dwell with increasing satisfaction. And yet, with 
all these excellencies, your dear friend's was not 
a perfect character. An impartial recollection of 
all he said and did will mark visible imperfection ; 
will show that the soul was still militant on earth, 
and affected by a variety of external circum- 
stances, and these too frequently and Coo inti- 
mately allied to human depravity, though con- 
tinually deplored and opposed as the consequence 
of indwelling sin. 

Contemplate now the state of the soul: its 
perceptions quickened and enlarged; its affec- 
tions directed to their proper centre; its faculties 
wholly employed in the service of GchI ; its dispo- 
sitions and actions purified and exalted; the 
sphere of its sensations changed from earth to 
heaven, and their nature now divine, no longer 
subject to the inroads of pain ai^d sin: all which 
beautified the character on earth, all which made 
it estimable, all which constituted it lovely in your 
eyes, is rendered absolutely perfect by its trans- 
lation to heaven. Conceive, then, of these same 
amiable traits still in exercise, with the addition 
of inconceivable purity : and do you not feel, that, 
although dead, he yet speaks, and thinks, and 
feels ? Do you not love him still, for the reasons 
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you loved bim on earth ? Is not your affection 
increased by his present holy, happy state f Do 
you not find it a source of pleasure, stiil to lore 
that which was imperishable, that which was 
'heavenly about him? and do you not derive a 
large fund of consolation from tbis exercise of 
affection? A ray of heavenly joy gilds your soli- 
tary hours, and illumines your path through this 
dark wilderness; guiding you by its chastened 
light to the mansions. of the blessed* 

Yet there is another feature of the present 
state of the deceased, which deserves your notice ; 
-^^they sleep in Jems* Death is frequently repre- 
sented as a sleep ; and under this beautiful simi- 
litude we are informed that it is only a temporary 
cessation of hostility, and of the vital principle, 
preparatory to some new state of existence, of 
which we can form at best but an inadequate idea* 
As, during sleep, the immaterial principle within 
as remains still active and vigilant ; so, during 
the long night of death, the soul, freed from the 
prison of the body, is ever active in its sweet 
employment just desoribed. The powers of voli- 
tion, and perception of external objects, have 
ceased from the body: it is dead, it is now a 
nothing, and willtsoon be removed from our sight. 
Yet what affectionate heart is there, that does 
not delight to linger over the body of his departed 
relative ? Memory loves to traee in the affection- 

17 
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ate intelligent smile* which still hovers arounl 
the lips, and which not even death itself can yet 
destroji the delightful peace with which the soul 
quitted its tenement of clay, as well as the testi* 
Hiony of endeared afiection to surviving relatives, 
which indicates that the last thought on earth 
was that of hnsefor iketm^ and anticipated Joy on 
&e very confines of eternity. Who does not de« 
fight to retrace in imagination, what the exjj^es-* 
sive eye, spai&ling with delight, lately told of all 
its feelings, its cares, and joys? or ixmtemplate 
diat form consecrated by a thousand endeared 
reeoBections, and of which every wonted object 
of participated pleasure now seems but as a sad 
memento? Yes! feeble nature shrinks from the 
sad parting even of this lifeless clay : thcHigh the 
soul be gone, it rejoices to dweU and infuse ima- 
ginary activity into each limb and every feature ; 
hence the rehiotance with which we conmit the 
body to the narrow cheerless cell appointed for 
an the living* 

Yet hush the murmuring thought ! Thy dearly 
beloved friend only sleeps in Jesus : he is shrouded 
in the arms of a Saviour's love, who died and 
rose again, that all his followers might. Jesus 
watches over the bodies of his saints, and will 
keep them until the kist great day of retribution. 
Our blessed Lord himself tasted of death, though 
he could not tie subjected by it, and he has per-* 
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fumed the grave by his presence. Shall we then 
fear to coiumitour dear friend to that tomb where 
Jesus lay, and whence he rose triumphant, lead^ 
ing << captivity captive," and trampling over that 
last enemy, even death? '^ For this corruptible 
must put o;i incorruption, and . this mortal must 
put on immortality. So, when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then shall be 
iM^ought to pass the saying that is written, Death 
is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is 
thy stifig i O grave, where is thy victory f The 
sting of death is sin ; and the strength of sin is 
the kw. But thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ."* 
Jesus ^' is the resurrection and the life." Tlu^eugh 
faim, that which you now conimit to the gtave^ 
shall be raised at the last day^ in his image, to 
sanctification and honour. Thus your dear friend 
will only slumber till the morning of the resur- 
rection; '* for if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesw 
will God bring with him^ and m shall we ever be 
with the Lord.t If in this life only we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But 
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the first fruits of them that slept* For since hy 

• I C^. KT. 63«-67. t iOAietw. w. 14, 17. 
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man came death, by man came also the resurrect 
tion of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive."* And the 
glorious change it will undergo, is thus described 
in the beautiful, simple, and energetic language 
of the Apostle : ^' It is sown in corruption ; it is 
raised in incorruption : it is sown in dishonour ; 
it is raised in glory : it is sown in weakness ; it is 
raised in power : it is sown a natural body ; it ifi 
raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, 
and there is a spiritual body* And sait is written/ 
The first man Adam was made a living soulf the 
l/ist Adam was made a quickening spirit. How- 
beit, that was not first which is spiritual, but that 
which is natural; and afterward that which is 
spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy : 
the second man is the Lord from heaven. As is 
the earthy, such are they also that are earthy : 
and as is the heavenly, such are they also that 
are heavenly. And as we have borne the image 
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of 
the heavehly."t 

This is the glorious prospect revealed through 
Christ Jesus, and reserved for those who are 
kept by thb power of God, through faith unto 
salvation. You bid adieu to the body of your 
dearest relative, but it is only for a time. It 

* 1 Cor. XV, 19-32. 1 1 Cor. xv. 4^-48. 
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revMias in its cfaysalis state for the appointed 
period, aAd then rises under new fornw and 
combinatiosM, whidi indeed we cannot exactly 
trace, but infinitely glorious, and like to Christ's 
glorified body. In the arms of a kind Saviour 
it will rest till the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible. Thus faith 
d^icries infinite glories as the result of this 
apparent disorganization of the animal frame : 
it beholds new scenes breaking upon the asr 
tonkih^ view ; it commits the keeping <^ the 
body as unto a faithful Creator in wellnloing ; it 
leaves its evthly all in His hands, who openeth, 
and no man shutteth, and shuUethy and no man 
openeth. 

The Christian looks at death as the prelude 
of eternity. '^ Thou fool, that which thou sowest, 
is not quickened except it die." » In this beautiful 
similitude we find even the appearance of death 
disarmed ol all its terror. The seed is thrown 
into the ground; it is hidd^ from our sight; 
but by and by we are surprised to see the 
tender blade ; it has assumed a new form of 
existence; and, though visited by the wintry 
blast, though again concealed from our sight by 
the hoav frost and ^e snow, it is preserved, and 
prepared, by this Ipng night of coiy)parative in- 
activity, for future; fertility and beauty. " We 
all do fade' aa a leaf;" we pass the summer of 
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en visited by the autumnal gale, we 
droop, and fall away from our earthly 
connexions. But this is not the termination of 
existence ; for, as the leaf falls, and undergoes 
its change of phjrtoseptic decay, it is prepared 
to assume new forms of existence, and destined 
soon again to appear with increased beauty : so 
man, when he drops into the grave, is under- 
going that change which will prepare him for 
existence in a heavenly world. Let us, however, 
remember, that as the richness of autumnal 
foliage far exceeds the summer's beauty, so 
should the evening of life increase in worth, and 
evince a greater degree of heavenly-mindedness, 
and conformity to the will of God ; so, in ap- 
proaching the winter of death, and when the 
head is already silvered over with the frost of 
age, should the heart exemplify that its inspira- 
tions are derived from a heavenly source. 

If we consider iman as a complicated machine, 
admirably fitted for the performance of every 
function to which his situation calls him ; or if 
we look at him as an intellectual being, and 
contemplate the vast resources of his mind, we 
are filled with wonder and admiration. Yet this 
is man in the infant state of his existence, as the 
creature of mortality, as a rational rather than 
as a spiritual being. But go a little forward : 
the cold hand of death pales that cheek which 
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once glowed with yivacity ; the expressive eye 
is now sunk in its lifeless oi'bit ; the heart, once 
the seat of the warmest affections, no longer 
beats, no longer flutters with joy or throbs with 
anxiety ; the animated intelligence of the coun- 
tenance has given place to ceaseless absence of 
expression; the mind no longer dwells there; 
and those active . limbs once obedient to that 
mind, now are stiff, cold, and inanimate. The 
lifeless corpse is soon shrouded, it is placed in 
its narrow habitation, and entombed. We see 
it no knore. But though the Christian cannot 
explore the wintry sleep of death, yet he knows 
and feels tHat this last closing sicene of existence 
is but preparatory to brighter prospects. 

The immortal spirit still exists ; and though 
the body slumbers in the tomb, yet, when the 
night of death is past, it will be raised incor- 
ruptible; it will be reunited with its kindred 
spirit ; it will be received into heaven ; all the 
faculties and affections of the soul will be puri- 
fied and enlarged, and its happiness completed. 
" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord : 
they rest from all their labours, and their works 
do follow them. — May I die the death of the 
righteous, and may my latter end be like his!" 

Such is the limited nature of our faculties, 
that it is not easy to conceive of the joys of the 
heavenly state ; yet that there is such a state of 
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iappmeu^ and that it is adapted to tlie fidi 
ezpansioD ot the inteUectnal powers, has been 
repealed to U8. Still we are unable to nnder- 
ataad ks glories, or to form adequate aad 
ec»rect ideas of half its Ueasedness: we can but 
af^oximate towards the truth, and must be 
eontented to know but in part. We are assured, 
that it is a rest prepared for the people of God ; 
and that its chief employment will consist in 
loving him with unwearied alacrity and increas- 
ing ddight. While we acknowledge the inade- 
quacy of our faculties to conceive of this blissful 
region, there is no impropriety in contemfdiuing 
the hafipj land to which, I trust, we are hasten-, 
ing; in following thither, in imagination, the 
spirit of our departed relative, and anticipating 
the measure of our knowledge there. 

Fond affection anxiously inquires if it shall 
again see and Imow the dear gbject of its joy on 
earth : and appears to derive support from this 
delightful hope. On what grounds it may be 
entertained, will appear from the following ob- 
servations. Heaven is a state adapted to the 
entire perfection of the intellectual powers; and 
these, freed from all impurity and every incum-^ 
brance, will be placed on their proper objects.. 
These, while man continued in a state of inno- 
cence, were such as in their exercise to consti* 
tute him happy* By the fall they have become 
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ilebased: and by their alliance with the bodjr, 
and the intrusion of sin, their powers are in* 
cumbered and weakened, while the objects of 
their pursuit are frequently improper. But when 
the soul shall have bidden adieu to this vain 
scene, when it shall have ascended to realms of 
celestial glory, and the disembodied spirit shall 
have been transformed into the image of its 
Redeemer ; then all Us powers will be enlarged, 
and tend, in one uniform current, to the glory of 
that Being whose presence constitutes the delight 
of the blessed ; it will look back on its past life, 
and admire the unsearchable riches of grace and 
of divine love : it will be able to comprehend the 
reason and the wisdom of the dealings of God, 
and will contemplate with delight his long suf-* 
fering patience, and loving-kindness, and tender 
mercies. 

It$ joys will be derived from the same source 
as on earth; only that here we see as through a 
glass darkly, while there we shall ^ no longer 
live by faith, but sight: we shall no longer 
experience the weakness we have felt below, 
but shall be enabled to love and praise God with 
the whole heart. The exercise of the iatelleo- 
tual functions is not confined to one ohjecty though 
they will ultimately tend exclusively to the Su- 
preme Being, and finally centre in him. Thus, 
unquestionably, the happiness of heaven will 
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be enhanced hy partieipation, by sharing witb 
otherft its pleasures and its services. There 
too, perhaps, the happy spirit, when disengaged 
from the body, busies itself in watching over 
those forms to which it was attached on earth 
by the tenderest ties : it is probably one of its 
cares and joys, in the capacity of a guardian 
angel, to watch over and protect the endeared 
mortal with whom it was formerly associated in 
love as pure, in affection as exalted, as axwtality 
could reach. 

Perhaps we hare no direct instance of the 
kind in the Sacred Writings: yet it is surely 
Qol unfair to infer, that the same cause which 
augments the misery of those who are banished 
from the presence of God, will add to the happi* 
Bess of the blessed : and of these' causes, none 
are more powerful than perception and reflection. 
** The rich man, being in torments, lift up his 
eyes, and beheld Abraham afar off, and Lazarus 
in his bos*jm. And he cried and said. Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue : for I am tormented in this 
flame."* 

In this emphi^tic appeal on the part of the 
rich man, we may descry a consciousness of the 

* Luke zri. S4. 
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felicity of LaaariB, or he could not render bioi 
assistance, and increased power of the under- 
standing to discern Abraham and Lazarus^ the 
power of rdElection on the 6Mj of his own past 
conduct, and the exercise of affection for his 
brethren, that they might escape hie torments. 
On the part of Abraham, the great gulf &xed 
between him and the rich main, forms aa obstacle 
to the relief prayed for; thus certainly edmittii^ 
the inference, that although the miserable are 
excluded from the kind offices of angels in hea** 
Ten, yet that this may not be the case with the 
righteous, orea: whom God has giv^n his angels 
charge. , 

If it be allowed that these were sources of 
anguish to the unhappy spirit, and that their 
exercise, under different circumstances, might 
augment the felicity of the just, it surely will 
not be asserted, that these additions of happiness 
are denied to the blessed spirit. Hence it is, pre- 
sumed that the powers of the soul are engaged, 
and do derive pleasure from bekig engaged, 
on objects of affection still 1^ behind it on 
earth; and, therefore, unless by some subse* 
quent change (which is quite inconceivable) these 
powers may have been extinguished, there will 
be acontifmanceof their exercise f when the happy 
spirits shall be reunitod in realms of bliss. 
Ther^ can be nothing improbable in this siippc- 
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sition, and there appears to be strong ground 
for believing its reality: for if the spirit, in its 
present separate state, be allowed to exercise 
purified affection towards the relatives it has 
left behind, such as, united to the body, would' 
have been termed social, why may not the same 
principles continue in action, and form part of 
the happiness of the blest, when reunited around 
the throne of God f Man was created upright, 
in the image of God ; by the fall, he lost that 
image : but when the spirit returns to God who 
gave it, it is made like unto the image of its 
Saviour; it resembles, in its purity and prin- 
ciples, what it first was, when emanating from 
the Deity. 

That we shall know and love each other 
hereafter, as those whom we have known, and 
admired, and loved on earth, may be inferred 
from the second of Samuel, and the twelfth 
chapter ; where David, after the decease of his 
beloved child, exclaims with genuine lively faith, 
<* I shall go to him, but he shall not return to 
me.'' Nor does this allude simply to partaking 
the same happiness in heaven ; for if this were 
the meaning of the passage, why is the personal 
pronoun alone employed ? David might have 
said, in confidence of happiness hereafter, I 
Bhall go where he is, but he shall not return to 
me; though, even then, the la€t clause wouH 



I. 
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seem to designate a 'perwiud interview. And 
when this is conjoined with the strong expres- 
sion, '' I shall go to Aim," there appears to 
remain no doubt that he uttered these words 
mider the impression that he should have a 
personal knowledge of his child in a future 
world : and from its connexion with the former 
part of the passage, this anticipation seems to 
have formed, with David, a principal source of 
eonsolation under his affliction. 

This knowledge of each other may be likewise 
inferred from Luke ix. 28, et seq. ; where the 
Evangelist, in describing the transfiguration of 
Qur Lord upon the mount, observes, that there 
talked with him two men, which were Moses 
apd Elias. '^ And it came to pass, as they de- 
parted from him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, 
it is good for us to be here : and let us make 
three tabernacles ; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias : not knowing what he 
said." Here Peter, and doubtless also James 
and John, knew Moses and Elias; they kqew 
them, not merely as happy spirits, but individu- 
ally. And this proves more than simple know-^ 
ledge ; Cor, if we recognise each other in a 
future world, in addition to the complacency we 
must feel towards all the blissful inhabitants of 
that heavenly, peaceful region, there can be little 
doubt, from a consideration of the preceding 

18 
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argament, that we shall love each other mHi^ 
vidnaHy ; that affection entertained en earth wiH 
be elevated, purified, and renewed in a fairer 
world of spirits. 

The exercise of affecticm is not that which 
pertains «afe^ to our fallen nature, and is super- 
induced by it ; bat it is a principle of the ootkVn 
action; it is that which cjevates us the nem^est 
to our great Pattern and Redeemer, which em- 
ploys the purest, the most sublimated energies 
of the immortal mind. Affection was exercised 
in a state of innocence, and it constituted the 
greater portion of the happiness of Paradise; 
and that, not from being difiused over all the 
works of creation, (for the whole must haye 
appeared amiaUe,) but firom its being concen- 
trated on one object. Nor does it at all appear 
that ^ this affection was inimical to the love of 
God. Hence, individual affection may exist in 
a future life, and 4ow uniformly from, and be 
enhanced by, the affections centering supremely 
in God. 

A state of innocence is the nearest ap{N*oach 
to a future state of happiness, but still falls far 
short of its glories. If, however, we behold 
pure affection a source of pleasure in this i^in 
and transitory scene, and if we then endeavour 
to form an adequate conception of the measure 
of happiness thus produced in a state of perfect 
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parity, we shall irresistibly be led forward an- 
other gradation in the scale of bliss ; we shall 
cast our eyes on future scenes; when, added to 
a state of freedom from guilt, the spirit shall be 
relieved from the shackles imposed on it by the 
body } and all the affections purified, and their 
object exalted, their exercise shall be again 
renewed, with an inconceivable accession of 
felicity. 

This fact appears also from the consideration 
of that disciple whom Je$U8 loved; and the ex- 
ample of our dear Redeemer will not be deemed 
one in which the frailties and deformities, of 
human nature were commixed. This love was 
pure, pure as the source from which it flowed* 
He who now liveth, and reigneth, and intercedeth 
for us, who gave himself a ransom for the sins 
of his people, no doubt loved them with an 
everlasting, an unchanging love. He who toved 
all his disciples, affords us an instance of parti- 
cular affection, of pur^ exalted love, not founded 
on the low considerations of mortality, but during 
to all eternity. This love we find testified afler 
kiB resurrection, and immediately before his 
ascension to heaven, his receptioa to glory : aor 
can we then doubt that individual affection may 
be exercised by pure intelligences. 

Our aflSdctions are not chai^d, but pijirified, 
exalted in their object, and enlarged in their 
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Capacity. When this corruptible shall have put 
on incorruption, and this mortal shall hare put 
on immortality, then aU that is sinful, base, 
sordid, and selfish, every impure admixture shall 
be taken away, and disinterested benevolence 
shall animate the heart. The present capacities 
and faculties of the soul are indestructible: and 
but that they shall be deprived of every charac- 
teristic and distinctive feature which they derive 
from the combination of our spiritual and animal 
nature, they will remain unchanged. Love with- 
out alloy will animate every bosom ; and its great 
object will be that gracious, glorious, holy Being, 
before whom angels vail their faces, and to 
whom they are engaged in ceaseless ascriptions 
of praise. Love willfiU the whole soul; and 
those affections which on earth so feebly tended 
towards God, will now expand in the ripening 
atmosphere of heaven, to the full-blown maturity 
of joy and peace. 

But will this love to God diminish our €tffection 
for those who bear his image? No; it cannot 
destroy, bu^ it will augment, it will render more 
intense that love which here we exercised to- ji 

wards his people, and particularly towards some | 

individuals. We love God more, because the 
hindrances to our affection are removed; and 
as our desil*es here were characterized, though 
so imperfectly, by love to Him; so will they 
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•tin converge to tfaieir proper U>jectf and will 
become intense, in proportion as their e«paoity 
18 increased. The same purifying and exalting 
cause which rouses ardent affection towsjrds 
God, will equally relundle k>Ye to the happy 
beings around us. 

Since, then, there is no change in the nature w 
tendenqf of the affections ; but only that those 
previously existing on earth, debased by sin, and 
chained down to sense, are emancipated and e^ 
alted ; it is reasonable to suppose that we sfaitU 
•exercisie siiniJajr principles in our int^erconrse in 
heaven. Indeed, when kindred sprits have been 
united here below, have participated each other'^s 
hearts, have travelled together in the road to 
Zion, have only parted for a short season on the 
narrow verge of eternity; when this mutual 
affection has had its basis in love to Grod, and 
has been influenced by it; the change which the 
disembodied spirit must undergo, in order to 
exclude the reaction of such a principle, so con- 
sonant with its nature and so agreeable to the 
love of God, is absolutely iaconeeivable* 

If the love of God animate our bosoms ; if we 
really are the ^ncere followers of Christ, and 
heirs with him of the kingdom and glory ; then 
shall we love his people, in so far as they resem- 
ble their great Pattern, for his sake whose image 
they bear enstamped upon their hearts, and 

18* 
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whose laws are written in their lives. We shall 
love the people o1^ God, whoever we meet with 
them, in whatever nation, or people, or tongue, 
and liowever divided into sects and parties, for 
Him whose name they revere, and to whose cross 
they Ipok alone for salvation. 

But we may go a step higher. Suppose natural 
and Christian affection to have been superadded 
to this love to the people of God 09 suehy and that 
the most endearing relationship shall have sub- 
sisted ; that (he Christian's cares, and joys, and 
sorrows, shall have been participated; and that 
perfect harmony, and a single mutual desire to 
do good, shall have formed the prominent cha- 
racter of the union; this is the most engaging 
form of that love which animates the heart to- 
wards the people of God. There may be then, 
modified by circumstances, different debtees of the 
same principle in exercise ; and this affection will 
be more pure and more substantial in proportion 
as the union ia more and more spiritual. But it 
is a spiritual union only^ which we shall hereafter 
sustain. Let us then look beyond the grave, and 
anticipate, that the love which warmed our hearts 
here below, shall fill the heart hereafter* 

In heaven wc shall love God without interrup- 
tion ; and that love will necessarily animate us 
with affection for others, for the blissful inhabit- 
,ants of that holy place. But as it is allowed that 
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our happiness will b^ inereased by the recollection 
of our past difficulties and trials^ and of our trai^ 
sition from a world of care to a world of bliss; 
so it ^ will be granted that we shall experience an 
accession of delight, from uniting our praises to 
those with whom we h&ve associated : and that 
the measure of the happiness we shall derive from 
this source, will be in proportion to the nearness 
and the spiritual nature of the connexion which 
subsisted on earth. Thus will it constitute a 
portion of our pleasures, to meet in heaven those 
endeared relatives towards whom the greatest 
affection was ex^ercised on ^rth ; the recollection 
and reflection on which will heighten our felicity, 
and contribute to augment our peace and joy. 

We shall experience additional pleasure from 
loving and praising God together. Let us enter- 
tain exalted ideas of that blissful state ; but let 
us appreciate its blessiogs when we can, and as 
they deserve. Participation enhances pleasure ; 
and our happiness in the heavenly state .will be 
incre^ed by the myriads of happy beings q.round 
us ; and still more so, by the safety of those we 
have loved, and esteemed, and delighted in 
below, who almost constituted a part of our- 
selves. Does not thep the hope of the resur* 
rection afford most abundant consolation to tjie 
mourner ? Its glorious realities should be con- 
stantly before bim„ and mitigate fais^orrowi^. 



sad Oft tss Mnmcifis ov cokaolation. 

The present soeiies wil soon be loet : hanMitt 
fife ir birt as a^ riiodow, whfdi quickly passeB^ 
ipwayf it is It tale whieh is sootk toM; it is a 
)6ufiiey, wliieh, ahheugh we eanaot desery its 
terminatiofi, we dmU soon aecomplish, and ^e 
cannot fell hdw soon. But this #e know, that the 
breirity of human life will quiddy reunite those 
whom death divides. At no tery distant period, 
yon will be visited by wan disease, stretched on 
the bed of mckness, and finally be no more seen * 
upon earth. While, however, this delightful 
prospect animates and consoles you; remember, 
that, though to die and be with Christ is infinite 
** gain,^' yet to abide on earth during his will, i« 
** fer better." Life is the time to serve God,- to 
show forth his praise;^ and prepare for eternity : 
and though it may be very lawful to indulge 
ardent expectations of your removal from it^ 
cares and sorrows, yet this becomes sinful, 
because exeessivcy when it renders you unduly 
anxious to depart, even " to be with Christ." 

Be assured, that when you fretfully long to 
be delivered from the present scenes of tfDuUe, 
you are not fitted to enter into the kingdom of 
•heaven. You are not entirely willing to do and ^ 'I 

to^sufier the will of God here, and consequently * 
are incapable of yielding that perfect obedience 
and submission to him, which the society and 
. happiness of heaven demand. Earnestly check 
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the first impatient thought ; for thi& indulged^ 
may teach yo« to nurmur and repine. Your 
great security depends on loving God, and serv- 
ing him with your whole soul : thus will you be 
preparing for heavenly felicity^ and ripening 
fast for the kingdom oi glory. When, therefore, 
you look forward to this glorious change, it must 
be with submission to the wiUof Godj and desiring 
to know and do every thing within the compass 
of your talents to promote his honour, and to 
accomplish all the good pleasure of his will. . 

It is delightful tp the Christian, when suffer- 
ing afiliction, to reflect that very soon all his 
sorrows will be soothed, when death is swallowed . 
Ap in victory* The approach of this jrelentlesi^ 
tyrant' is despoiled of terror to. him : he knows 
that his '!ftedeemer liveth, and that he has con- 
quered death: be looks to the last scene of 
dissolution as the peaceful aventfe leading to 
eternal happiness : he welcomes , the approach 
of his kindest friend, and he sinks ipto his arms 
with calm composure, '^ in sure and certain hope 
of a resurrection unto li|e eternal." 

How kind a Saviour, thu9 to have*spoiled 
.dpath of its sting, to have softened all its terrors, 
to have rendered its approach desirable ! How 
gracious to h^ve removed those nearest friends, 
to hftve left whovi would have clouded the last 
lisgering mwients fit Mfe ; bat who, as they are 
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gone before vs, now seire to call oar affections 
to heaven, and to render the prospect ot dissolu- 
tion most wdcome! Now, indeed, death triumphs 
over all yovr dearest comforts; it has robbed 
yoo of jonr richest and purest earthly treasure ; 
it has laid your hopes in the dust ; has exhibited 
the fallacy of your anticipations of immediate 
futurity by the removal of him who was your 
guide and comf<Mt during the gloomy, darkened 
hoiu*s you spent on e»tb. Yet remember that 
he exhibited only a borrowed light reflected from 
the Sun of Righteousness; and that he is now 
gone to illuminate another hemisphere, and to 
shine in realms of glory. .Soon, very soon, the 
day sbaU break upon you; the day«star shall 
dawn upon your heart, and the Sun of Righteous- 
ness shall arise with healing in his wings, give 
you peace, and guide you to immortal glory. 
Soon you shall triumph over the last enemy! 
D^th shall be swallowed up in victory ! Now, 
indeed, you are under its influence; but you will 
ere long escape its power. Now lie causes you 
to feel bis iron sway ; but when he aims the fatal 
fdiafk which is to take you from life, he will find 
he has no power but on the body: the spirit will 
wing its flight to realms of day: and though the 
poor remains of what once was animate may 
mouMer into dust, yet soon, from the ashes of 
tUs beauteous firame, will arise a more beautifiil. 



ON l^E SOURCES OF C2ON8PLATJ0K. 816 

f torious, 9ad apiritiml body i wiucb» at the liuit 
f esvrection, abalt be again uaittod to ^e ihmi1» 
and awake triwnphaut firou^b^ ebainis of death; 
^ < £»r flesh aad blood oaanot mhc^rit the kixif dom 
of God J neither doth i^ornyption ia^b^it iiM^or*- 
ruptioa." 

Thi0 union will take place in a etate of purity* 
The soul wiU be perfected, its perceptions rear 
dered acute, and its capacities enlarged to taste 
iILn fulness of joy. No care, no sorrow^ no per^ 
plexity will have adoiission there ;. ther^ will be 
no difierence of opinion, no neoessity fer the 
exercise of forbearance, no indulgence of de- 
praved principles; no sii^ no unbelief, no coldness 
of affection towards Giod ; but alt will be love ! 
No longer distiffbed hf trials and solicitudes, we 
dudl ^'resft unm^dested" in the bosom of our 
God and Saviour. 

TUs happiness will be as everlasting as it is 
perfect. It will ^sdure to all eternity; and , 
when countless years shall have passed away,, 
when the power of numbers shall, by the utmost 
stretch of finite capacity, be exhausted, eternity 
will; be but begiin. There will be no interrup- 
tion of blessedness, for every possible cause of 
infelicity will be removed. There will be no 
more parting. A thousand accidents on earth, 
prevent the enjoyment of friendship's balm, se- 
parate those whose hearts are united, and dor'. 



\ 
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enmsciibe tbe exercise of the afiectionB* liert 
^rerj oonceivable facility wiU be afforded to 
the eternal growth of celestial love ; love^ ever 
on the' increase; adding to the solid plrasures 
c^ the inhabitants of heayen, and filling up the 
unlimited measure of their pure and peacrfol 
hours. There will be no death there ; new the 
cause of our severest wo, but,, as we shall then 
see, only the friendly harbinger of everlasting 
joy. From this last enemy we shall then be 
free, and happy in the knowledge that nothing 
can invade our peace. 

Whilst on earth, if a transient gleam of joy 
flit across our lives, it is embittered l^ the im- 
mediate prospect of succeeding wo, and the 
extreme uncertainty attending the continuance 
of our enjoyments. We can never be free from 
pain in possession or anticipated reversion. But 
there we shall have no present thought but love, 
no prospect but of inviolable security. Sheltered 
from every storm^ we shall: repose under the tree 
of life, and hymn the praises of the Lamb, say- 
ing, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
iBtrengtl^, and honour, and glory, and blessing." 
IHiere shall we be << before the throne of God, 
and serVe him day and flight in his templie ; and 
He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
• then^* They shall hunger no more, neither 
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shall they thirst any more; neither shall the 
sun light on them, nor any heat. For the 
Lamb which is in the , midst of the throne shall 
feed them^ and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters ; and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes." 

With these glorious prospects opening upon 
his inquiring view, the Christian will be consoled, 
the mourner wiU be comforted and upheld, he 
will no longer contemplate the pallid lifeless 
corpse as the last dull remains of all his happir 
ness : he will no longer confine his view to the 
grave, which will soon shroud eV^n this beloved 
rejic from his sight : but he will look forward to 
the infinite Joys which are beyond hi^ ken, and 
fer exceed his utmost conceptions. He will fa 
his eyes on those glories which are now in the 
possession of his departed relative. He will no 
longer dwell with sad remembrance on the ago- 
nizing scenes which were the precursors and the 
immediate consequences of dissolution : but he 
wiil follow the happy spirit to heaven^ where it 
is adorned with an imperishable crown of eCernal 
life and glory ; an inherijtance incorruptible, uun 
defiled, and which fadeth not away. H^ looks 
at the deceased as now, more tjjan ever, the 
object of his afiection, because mor^ beautiftit 
and excellwt ; he recollects with unspeakable 
joy, that all his happiness is derived from an -un^ 

19 
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changft^ fonirtjain of peace from €rod alone, and 
from -the fruition bf His immediate presence and 
btessifig. 1l6 him, erfc^Py fsoutte of uneasineas 
lUus faited ; the* heart has beett lightened of etery 
sonfow^ e\^ery anxiety has Beeh- removed; not tt 
single wish unfulfilled, ffot' tf want unsupplied, 
fiot « fear remaining ; every imperfection hasi been 
entirely done away ; and every affection perfected 
to love and serve God, to know and do his will, 
to livedo hss praise. The mourner will no longer 
delight ta dwell with mortality ; but, as'bis affee^ 
tiotts will be fixed on heaven, he will be prepaf- 
i|ig for aik abundant entranee itito the kingdom 
of his Father, lie will familiarize himself with 
death ) will seek to w^leome its ajpptoach, andf 
desite so to live,4hat Ife may die in the arms of 
his Saviours He Will labour more earneistly after 
a well-grounded hope of his salvation : aiid thougtl 
he may,^ through fear of death, be subject to 
bondage ; though he may di'ead the last struggle, 
yet he places all his hope on God alone, and 
trails in him for support, who alone can give it; 
for, when the ftesh and heart shidl foil, God shaff 
ll^ lus support and' stay, and his portion' for 
over/ 

And after ail we have done, we faD infinitely 
s^rt in oar concept} <»ns' -- of the glory and the' 
happiness of ^ heaven. We are passing through 
Immaniiel-slaiid to mansions iii the^sky: and if, 
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with faith in liFely exercise, we occasionally catch 
a distant gliinpse of the }Ofs prepared for us, still 
our vision is obscured, w^ aiee nothing distinctly, 
and our most fervent anticipations fall far short 
qf the reaUty. We perceive, indeed, enough to 
eiigage our attention, and awaken our love and 
desire. Yet, when we are walking through the 
dark valley of the shadow of death, perhaps our 
prospects partake of the gloom with which we 
are surrounded, and we can scarcely appreciate 
the axoellent glory to be reT«aIedia us. Saw^.the 
night of dissolution willpass away^; ^we are alm6st 
landing on the blissful riioces of eternity ; wc^ 
shall enter into the rest which remaineth for the 
people of Go4 ; and ,we shall ^nd ever new and 
incrc^asing objects of delight erowd upon us, and 
fill us with admiration and joy ten thousand 
times greater than we could have conceived. 
May we prepare for that rest ! and may Jesus 
put underneath us' his everlasting arms, enable 
us now to reaUze its glories,^ and finally bring us 
to possess .its unfading felicities ! 

It is the surest wisdom to lay the foujiid^tioii 
of our consolation in God, with whom we can 
only become intimately acquainted .l^y p^rufiir^ 
the revelation of his will. Hmee rthe^'^ffl\c%ed 
will come to this source of solid comfort, and will 
earnestly and humbly seek that the Spirit of 
Qraee may apply its ^epnijsding promises, \tts 
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simple precepts, and its glorious prospects to his 
heart, and lead him into the waj everlasting. 
Those who love God, who walk in his fear, who 
are partakers of his salvation, may laj claim to, 
and in due time will possess, comfort of which 
the stranger must be ignorant. They will enjoy 
peace and tranquillity; they will yield themselves 
up to God ; and in so doing, they will prefer an 
humble claim to the infinite blessings which he 
has in store for those who are his people* As 
obedient children, they will be cherished, support* 
ed, and comforted : they will enjoy the presence 
of God, and some sweet anticipations of glory, 
which will allay their fears, quiet their griefs, 
supply them with an antidote to impatience, fill, 
their hearts with love to God, and give them 
such a measure of joy and peace in believing in 
Christ Jesus, as will more than Compensate 
their loss. 

With this view the Christian mourner will 
eagerly consult his Bible, and desire that its 
spirit may be infn&ed into his heart and life* 
He will find instruction suited to his cale in 
almost every page ; and if he be anxious to pro- 
fit, he- will not labour in vain. Its promises to 
the afflicted will prominently attract his notice. 
Here he will be encouraged, by the tender care 
of Jehovah for his sorrowing children, by the 
kind suppoi^ he engages to afford, and lyy the 
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ifiMkimabie Jbenefits with' wlpoh l^e'Coveauits to 
eroirntiioge who wait for his(b)p8siiig:*pfaiQi8e8t 
evincing the tender ^mer^ and lovixig^uiidneas 6( 
Gody^fitted for every changing ficene, and-adapted 
to comfert and support under the most painfal 
eircii0i6tanees. Yet he will remember 'that tbjsse 
promises are made only to those V9ho obey God, 
and keep his commandments ; he will be careful 
not to appropriate them to himself, unless he 
can trace an unfSeigned desire to yield up the 
whole heart to him, whose it is, and who deoytidi 
its- homage* He will studiously examine the pre* 
eeptive parts of Holy Writ, and desire that his 
feelings and his conduct may correspond with 
its principles. He will equally delight in those 
passages which demand the submission of the 
heart, as in those which bind up the broken- 
hearted, and proclaim peace and security to the 
wretched. He will be equally Comforted by 
obedience to his heavenly Father, as by appro- 
priating the supports which he has afforded. He 
will not take a partial view of the revealed will 
of God ; for he will be anxious not to mistake on 
a subject so important, nor lose the benefit 
arising from his suffering^. He will desire, first, 
conformity to the spirit, and tone, and temper of 
the Bible, and then will anxiously wiElit, expect, 
and plead for peace and comfort. 

A f«^- passages of Sacred Writ -are sofcjoined, 

19» 



222 ON THE SOURCES OF CONSOLATION. 

with the view jHriiicipaUy of rousing the moumaf 
to inquire and diligently to search the Scriptures. 
*^ But when they in their trouble did turn unto 
the Lord God c^ Israel, and sought him, he was 
found of them. Although afflictien cometh not 
forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out 
of the ground; yet man is born unto trouble, as 
the sparks fly upward. Man that is born of a 
woman is of few days, and full of trouble. They 
cause the cry of the poor to come unto him, and 
he heareth the cry of the afflicted. When he 
giveth quietness, who, then can make trouble f 
and when he hideth his face, who then can 
behold him ? whether it be done against a nation, 
or against a man only. Behold, happy is the 
man whom God correcteth: therefore despise 
not thou the chastening of the Almighty : for he 
maketh sore, and bindeth up : he woundetb, and 
his hands make whole. He shall deliver thee 
in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil 
touch thee. If, when evil cometh upon us, as the 
sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we 
stand before this house, and in thy presence, ■ 

(for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto 
thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and 
help. And when he was in affliction, he be- 
sought the Lord his .God, and humbled himself 
greatly before the God of his fathers, and prayed 
unto him : and he was entreated of him, and 
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heard hiis supplication, and brought him dgaiii 
to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh 
knew that the Lord he was God. And he shall 
judge the world in righteousness, he shall mi- 
nister judgment to the people in uprightness* 
The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed^ 
a refuge in times of trouble. And they that 
know thy name will put their trust in thee : for 
thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek 
thee. For this shall every one that is godly pray 
j^nio thee in a time when thou may est be found : 
surely in the floods of great waters they shall not 
come nigh unto him. Thou art my^ hiding-place ; 
thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt 
compass me about with songs of deliverance. 
I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way 
which thou shalt go : I will guide thee with mine 
eye. M^ny sorrows shall be to the wicked ; but 
he that trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass 
him about. But. the salvation of the righteous 
is of the Lord: he is their strength in the time 
of trouble. And the Lord shall help them, and 
deliver them : he shall deliver them from the 
wicked, and save them, because they trust in him* 
Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lord 
will deliver him in time of trouble. The Lord 
will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: 
thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness. For 
in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his 
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dttr refo^ end * ^reiigth, « i^ei^ present h^ in 
trmiMe* * Then 'they- eried unto tbe ^Lord in their 
troMerttndhef d^livered^Aem ^Mit-of their dis- 
tresses. Heftrgetltib not* the^^y oftbe'humble. 
^pughiwalk inthe midst of trouble, thou wilt 
revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thy hand 
against the wrath of mine enemies, €uid thy right 
tend shall save me. I know that the Lord will 
maintain the cause of the afflicted, and the right 
of the poor. This is my comfort in my affliction : 
for thy word hath quickened me. Before I was 
afflicted I went astray : but now have I kept, thy 
word. I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are 
right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted 
me. Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be 
for my comfort, according to thy word unto thy 
servant. And it shall come to pasi^ in the day 
that the Lord shall give thee rest from thy sor- 
row, and from thy fear, and from the hard 
bondage wherein thou wast made to server &c. 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs and everlasting jojr 
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. Behold, I have refined thee, but not with 
silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of 
affliction. Sing, O heavens ; and be joyftil, O 
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earth; and break forth into siliging, O moun-" 
tains : for the Lord hath comforted his people, 
and will have mercy upon his afflicted. Who 
is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth 
the voice of his servant, that walketh in dark* 
ness, and hath no light? let him trust in the 
name of the Lord, and stay upon his God. . In 
all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel 
of his presence saved them : in his love and 
in his pity he redeemed them ; and he bare 
them, and carried them all the days of old. But 
though he cause g^ief, yet will he have com- 
passion according to the multitude of his mercies. 
In that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her 
that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven 
out, and her that I have afflicted ; and I will 
make her that halted a temnant, and her that 
was cast far off a strong nation : and the Lord 
shall reign over them in Mount Zion from hence- 
forth, even for ever. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, that ye shall weep and lament, but the 
world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful,' 
but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. But 
I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasure3 of sin 
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for a season : for he had respect uq^o the re- 
compence of the reward. Is aoy among you 
afflicted? let him pray. HamUe yourselv^es in 
the «i^ht of the Lord, and he iihaU Uft you up. , 
He riiaM cover thee with his feathers, and under 
his wings shalt thou trust : his truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler. I know the thoughts that I 
think toward j^ia, saith the Lmrd, thoughts of 
peace, apd not of evil, 16 giva you an expected 
. wd.. ^hen «haH ye call Apcin me, and ye sball 
fo ^nd pri^ .unto me, aad I will ;heaiikQn nnto 
you. And ye shall seek me^ and find oie. The 
righteous cry, and the Lord hearetb them, and 
delivereth them out of all their irou);^. How 
excellent is thy loving-»kindnes«, O God ! there- 
to the children of men iput their trusi imder 
Ihe fibacbw of thy wings. Thejr shall be cd>un- 
dantly Mtiafied with the fatness of tby house; 
and Ihou shalt make themdirink of the rivers of 
tl^ pleasure. Hold thou me up, and I shall be 
safe : and I will have respect unto thy statutes 
Qontinually. If ye endure chastening^ God 
dealeth with you as with sons-: for what son is 
he whom the father chasteneth not f In xetum- 
ing and rest shall ye, be saved ; in quietness and 
confidence shall be your strength* In the fear 
of the Lord is stiong confidence. For I the 
Lard>tlnrtfiad>«nll;hqld(thy rightihaad, and thou 
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f/beit peyoiee w the Lmd, and 4isdr gl«My in ^M9 

But o«ee' move-^-^^f ajrer is a^sonffce of cdtilM^ 
kiticMry and the besl suppovt uoxter eDieiymnrr^rfi^ 
The' Bmwtwnj to obtaiii {tettee of lAiflMl, te ttl 
eome tKJT Crady the neveivMliai^ fowtaki df Intp/^ 
piaeMy and te entreat it of him* Prayer id ifte 
mediutft of cemmanieaitieii between the soul knA 
its God, between eartb and hea^n: and it 
8«r7es ai; once to parify die desireA^ enlarge t^ 
imderstdadkigv and exalt the aflfeeCionn ; white it 
ensarefii a rich snppty of Mesditig frdnt abo^; 
ThiAw a source of comfort, whidi can ner^- b^ 
tiAen from u&r* We majr ahrajr^ prsj* And 
We AaU'find tfaat we are able to derire strength 
and sapport fironi» tinr e^cerciBe, when we are 
ineapabki of appreciating the ralue of othet 
sources of consolation.' 

When Qtnr.hearts are overwhelmed With grief; 

V when the anguish of our mulB is too grievous 16 

be borne, and we are ^Imost ready to curse the 

day (^ our birth ; when our mitids are restless* 

* 2 Chxaaxf,^ lobv.«,7; xit. Ij tttiV,28,29} v. 17— 

19. 2 Chron. zx. 9; xxxiii. 12, 13. Psa. ix. g^K); uzii. 6-^ 
10; xxivii. 39, 40; xli. 1 ; xxvii. 5; xlvi. 1; cvii 6 ; ix. 12; cxxxviii* 
7; 6x1. 12; csix. 60, 67, 7^, 76. Isa. xiv. 3; xxxv. 10; xlviii. 10; 

tUx. 13; 1. l(h hiiii. 9. Lam. iii. 39. lificah iv. 6, 7. John xvj. 

20. 1 Thess. iv. 13. Heb. xi. 25, 26. James v. 13; iv. le. PHs 
xci. 4 Jer. xxix. 11—13. Psa. xxxiv. 17; xixvi. 7, 8; cxix. 117. 
Heb. xii. 7. Isa. xxx. 15. Prov. xir. 26. Isa. xli. 13, 16. 
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and disturbed by embittered retrospectSy and 
fearful gloomy prospects ; when anxiety sweeps 
away every olher barrier that would oppose its 
progress, and we are left destitute of earthly 
hopOj in the most trying, agitating moments, 
God is with us, and he can give us peace* To 
Him then we can go, and seeking his support 
find blessing, in confessing our sins and en- 
treating rthe^r pardon through Christ Jesus, in 
devoting ourselves entirely to him and submit* 
ting our will to his, in holding communion with 
the Father of our spirits and reviewing the gen«- 
tleness, kindness, and necessity of his dealings 
with us, in prayer and praise to him we shall 
obtain peace. The ray 4}f divine light which 
emanates from^the throne of onaniscient love, in 
passing to the uplifted eye of humble confidence, 
though it may be refracted by the tear of sorrow, 
or dimmed by the morbid hue of despair, yet 
forms its characteristic image on the mind, and 
gradually leads the aching heart to composure 
and dependence upon God, to a quiet submission 
to his dispensations. 

The exercise of prayer has an amazing in- 
fluence in composing the agitated bosQui* The 
heart which now throbs with tlie tumultuous 
heaving of a sorrow which knows no alleviation, 
will presently become calm ; it will look to God, 
and exclaim, *' Thou demandest the heart, and 
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Siiiie Aon sUmk .have, O Lofd/^ Prayer hushes 
tarc^XKie the -contending .passionaef humanity* 
The fear of Oodt the tend^est. bve for lost 
lelatitnBB) the deqiest notrnw^ serve to lead the^ 
Blind to a eomp^saionate Fatheri ,Saviour/ and 
SUm»besd» xatber than divert it from him* The 
affeetiottfl} instead of wandering over the dear 
lost.^lyeets of creature attachment« and fixing 
OH every 4»goni2ing circamstance, are led simply 
lo>theDeityf and rest in his goodness and infinite 
love^^ather than^on any thing short of an object 
so> B«^emely glorious* 

Prayer contributes in a great degree to raisa 
the soul from earthf> ta engage the mind in 
aipiritual pursnitsi and by repeated exeraise to 
strengthen faith and love in a crucified Re- 
deemer, and to elevate our hopes and prospects 
to the salvation he <has accomplished, and the 
blessing he has promised to those who follow 
him .through evil and good report. Let us then 
come bc^ldly to a throne of grace, that we may 
be strengthened* and find grace to help in every 
time of need* Whatever we require for our 
daiyly^ exigencies, and whatever extraordinary 
comforts our situation demands, are all treasured 
upinGfd, and our Saviour Jesus Christ; and 
are communicated to us in answer to fervent 
prayer, since for all these things will God be 
inquired of by the house of Israel* It is by 

20 



^0 ON THE SOURCES OP CONSOLATION, 

prayer that we hold comtnttnion with 6od| and 
prefer our humble claim to the coufiolationfi of 
his grace ; that we gain immediate access to the 
Father, and are enabled to plead the fulfilment 
of his gracious promises in our pecufiar cir- 
cumstcmces. And farther, when, in approaching 
God, we lay open our whole souls at the foot- 
stool of his mercy; when we cast our burdens 
upon the Lord, and confess all our troubles to 
Him who is infinitely able and willing to advance 
our best interests ; we feel peculiar composure 
from the assurance that he is entirely acquainted 
with our necessities, that he watches over our 
concerns with tender care, that he is able to 
succour, and will enable us to bear every trial; 
that he will t>urify us, accept us, and grant us 
his reviving presence* 

When we thus approach God, as our la$t and 
only refuge, we are earnestly concerned that 
our hearts may be animated with a fervent 
desire of seeking, loving, and worshipping him ; 
that no unsanctified wish may present itself to 
our minds, in opposition to his will; that we 
may entertain tlie conviction, that all our com- 
forts are derived from him, and that oor heattB 
may be animated with lively gratitude towards 
him. Thus we are kept active, are constantly 
reminded of our duty, and find that in serving 
God there is great delight. 
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It is, however, necessary that the heart should 
be warmed with a sense of its own immediate 
interest in the blessing it asks for; and that it 
should entertain exalted views of Jehovah's cha- 
racter as the father and the friend of his people : 
for, without some cotifidence in his goodness, 
some hope in his favour, the mind will be occu* 
pied bj a thousand cares, which will disturb its 
attention, divert its views from heaven to earth, 
and fix its thoughts on self, rather than on its 
Creator and Preserver. This consideration will 
prevent our praying but with submission to the 
appointments of Omnipotence; and will fill us 
with a deep sense of our own ignorance and in- 
digence, accompanied with a conviction that our 
sufficiency is of God alone» a genuine confession 
of our sinfulness, and humble, earnest petition, 
for pardon and acceptance* 

Prayer under affliction is a peculiar duty, 
and an evidence of our desire of living entirely 
to the glory of God. To the sincere exercise 
of this duty is annexed a promise of infinite and 
eternal good.^ ''Call upon me in the day of 
trouble. I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify me. Ask, and it shall be given you: 
seds, and ye shall find : knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you. He will fulfil the desire of 
them that fear him."* 

* Psa. 1. 15. Matt. vii. 7. Psa. cxlv. 19. 
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Itt our approaches to die throne of God, we 
are encouraged by the promise of his Sfmrit, who 
teaeheth us bow to pray, who intercedeth for us 
with groanings iriiich cannot be uttered ; and by 
the permission to present ow petitions in the 
naiiie and for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
whom God hath given to be our Bfediator, Ad* 
Tocate, and Intercessor; through whom, as our 
High Priest, we have access to God within the 
Tail; who sprinkles our services with his atomi^ 
bkM)d, and will finally present us w^hout qjot 
or wrinkle, before the throne d his gbry, with 
exceeding joy* 

Again : when we present our petitions to Uod> 
and approach him with the sacrifice ci prMte 
and thanksgiving, we acknowledge our entire 
dependence upon him, and we commit ourselves 
and our concerns entirsiy to his guidance, dis- 
posal, and governments *' In every thing, by 
<* prayer and supplication, let your requests be 
made known unto Crod/' In so doing, the mind 
acquires confidence in his goodness, while at the 
same time it is' relieved Yrom the cares and per- 
plexities of arranging its own concerns. The 
mourner leaves himself in the arms of an all- 
wise and compassionate Saviour, and is happy. 
He enters into his closet in the dark season of 
affliction, and having shut the door, he prays to 
his heavenly Father which, is in secret, assured 
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Prayer teaqbes u8<aubw8siQQ. We psayte 
be enabled to yield ^urselyes to his will ; tbat.be 
would gQYJBrn m in the way most qoadueive to 
hia glory aad our owa e¥erla«f Wg good j tbpt 
our hearts and niindfi may be renewed ; that we 
may know no (^her desire than that of aeqaies^ 
cence in his dis^KMsal ; that we may be led by his 
Spirit) to do whatever he enjoins, and oarefully 
to avoid whatever he difapproves; that w^ may 
be relieved from excessive care about our pre. 
sent welfeure, and be broji^ht to wait patiently 
upon God, for the infinitely imperior Uewiiog^ 
he Jias to bestow. 

To those who humUy wait upon him, wiUGod 
grant abundance in poverty, and <^nsoIatioa in 
the deepest affliction* Fai>, though oar friends 
and dearest Qomiforts are snatched away % 
death, yet God will not forsake us : he will^ JBK>t 
despise the cry of the hiuuble, contrite spirit, mnr 
disappoint his prayer* He will draw us to 
himself) and will amply compensate the loss we 
have sustained in others^ since be cQiaprethQnd^ ' 
.in himself every blessing ; since he sustains to 
his people the most endearing relations, and will 
reveal to us the gracious wisdom of his designs, 
at that day when his kingdom will be fully 
manifested. Thus, in waiting upon God, there 
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is great reward, and m communida wkh him 
there is abundant consolation, and a goed hope, 
through grace, of an eternd inheritance widi the 
saints in light. Thus has a wise and gracious 
Father provided the richest consolations for his 
suffering children, to support them in their dark^ 
est hour, and to enable them to rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glcHry, as they approach 
nearer the termination of their pilgrimage. 
Thus is the name of the Lord a strong tower» 
into which the righteous runneth and is safe. 

And now, my dear friend, baring completed 
my design, and with the earnest prayer that the 
Author of benevolence would smile da this 
humble attempt, ** I sommend you to God, 
and to tiie word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified. And now 
unto Him that is able to keep you from falGng, 
and to present you faultless before the presence 
. of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise 
. €k)d our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion 
Itnd power, both now and ever. Amei)."* 



«\ 
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THE END. \ 



